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CHAPTER  I. 

ELLO,  (irantlcy  — coiih'  over  and 

,         ■     ■      J"'"  i'*'  ^or  tea." 

f  'Hie  most  popular  corner  of 

White's  Clul)  was  taken  l>y  a  <j^rou|)  of 
three  or  four  si-ions  of  fashion,  and  all 
sinudtaneously  motioned  a  \\cleoui(>  to 
th(>  youuii'  Dnhe  as  the  speaker  dn  w  his 
.ittention.  IlerhiM'l  Montai^ni  Kllsmere, 
Hh  Duke  of  (ii'antiey.  was  still  in  mourn- 
in^'  for  his  fatlu'r.  who  had  di<-d  kvss  than 
a  year  aftei-  the  decease  of  his  Duchess. 
I'heirs  had  Iteen  an  ideal  rnari-ia^'c  for 
over  twenty-two  years,  and  in  their  only 
child  were  dexclopi'd  the  <  hnracteristics 
which  had  heeii  conspicuoiss  i'l  hoth  the 
parents.  The  late  l)uke's  nu.i.d  coui'a^fc, 
>tnse  of  justice,  and  <h'niocratic  (  hris- 
tianity  made  him  |)romincnt  amouii;  liis 
fellows.  The  Dncllcss  sh<'\\cd  the  (h'cj) 
and  tender  f(  «'Iin<;s  she  felt  i'or  those  near 
and  dear  to  her,  wiMioul   liciu;^'  ashamed 
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of   them    as    mnuy    English    woirion    are 
trained  to  ho,  and  in    lu'r  sinij>l(>,   well- 
bred  life  had  fostered  all  her   ;on's  ideals 
until  he  was  of  the  a<,n^  to  risk  their  heino; 
shattered,    when,    with    niarv(^llous    skill 
and    tenderness,    she    tauolit    him    to    he 
mereiful  and  fjenerons  in  his  judonuMits. 
Whether  due  to  inheritanee  or  trainin^^ 
Bertie    (irantley    was    the    most    pojmlar 
of  all   respeeted   youno-  luen   in  En<,daud, 
and   the  most   res|)eete(l  of  any  "parti." 
lit'   was  iu)t  a    ladies'    man     his    mother 
had  heen  his   constant  (•om|)a!iion  -and 
n«'itluM-his  tastesnorinelinationsever  drew 
him  toward  li<,rhter  relations  with  women. 
For  his  ao-e  he  was  a  thorough  \u.\u  of  the 
world,  a   oood  sportsnian   and   intelli<^ent 
ahout    current    toj)ics.      A    hi<,di    sense   of 
responsjhility    and    keen    appreciation    of 
the  ridiculous  ke|)t  him  from  the  faidt  of 
takin,u    himself    too    seriously,    the    root 
from  which  all  horcs  s|)rinn'.      The  youn^ 
Duke    of    (irantley    had    hcen    nurtured 
ami(l>t    cvcrythinu:    that    woidd    tend    to 
>j)oil     him,     hut     was     t<»tally     unspoiled, 
niodc^t  and  grateful  for  all  llic  kindness 
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showered  on  hini.  whether  from  interested 
or  (hsinterested  motives.  lie  li;id  a  few 
intimate  friends  amon^j  a  eertain  set  of 
youno-  men  in  London  who,  having 
interests  in  common,  grouped  themselves 
together,  and  (ir-intley  was  usually  the 
central  figure. 

Ahove  the  average  height,  and  slightly 
stooped,  he  was  of  strong  and  supple 
huild.  His  features  \\ere  long  and  his 
grey  eyes  stern  and  rather  sad  when  in 
repose. 

"I  hear  \(>il  Everett  lias  won  his 
election."    continued    the   sp(>aker. 

"How  pleased  La<ly  Frost  will  !)(>!" 
replied  (irantley.  pouring  out  his  tea. 
which  the  waiter  had  just  set  down 
heside  him. 

"Isn't  Ih  rfie  ;i  woudrr .'"  said  Hamil- 
ton i-'il/maurice.  as  he  looked  contem- 
platively al  his  eni|.fy  nl.iss  in  an  ell'orf 
to  determine  the  ad\  isa  hility  of  still 
another  whiskex  ;in<|  sod;i.  "If  j,,.  p^j^. 
sihly  can  he  always  s.iys  the  pleasant 
thing.  .\o\\.  wImmi  I  u;i>  lojd  X,.,]  },.,,] 
wou  his  election.    I    almost    fainted,   and 
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said  to  his  first  cousin  that  I  could  not 
understand  how  such  a  man,  with  hlack- 
halls  starino-  him  in  the  lace  at  nearly 
every  ehih  in  London,  could  hy  any  pos- 
sible means  <;et  into  the  House  of  Vou\- 
„^ons — you  will  allow  the  remark  was  an 
unfortmiate  one  to  make  to  a  female  rela- 
tive. Whvdid  !  not  have  tact  enough  to 
say  'How  pleased  his  niolh(>r  nuist  her'" 

General     laugliter    greeted     this     con- 
fession. 

'  Well,  she  will  he.  won't  she  ?"  answer- 
,>d  (n-aullev.  -And  she  deserves  a  re- 
ward for  \\\v  work  slie  has  don(>.  Slie 
and  Mrs.  \an  Khcns  praclically  won  the 
election   foi    him." 

Hamihon  Fit/maurice  adjusted  his  tie 
thou^dilfully  for  a  momeul  while  h(>  dn>w 
in>piratioii  for  liis  next  remark. 

"  1  iim  onl\  a  poor  hut  honest  Irishman. 
;,i,(l  I  disapprove  of  gossiping  like  an 
<>I,1  maid,  hut  there  .seems  some  taint 
awav  down  <iee|»  in  my  hlood  llial  makes 
nic  hk(-  it.  and  I  simi>ly  i«»ve  abusing 
p,.<,plc  I  don't  like  in  fact.  1  give  mere 
thought  to  the  peoj>le  I  <lon't  like  than  i(» 
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the  [)eo[)lc  I  do.  Now,  how  do  you 
account  lor  that .'" 

Nohody  seemed  inchned  or  al)le  to 
answer  his  r|uestion. 

"Anyway,  his  vicloiy  was  not  a  very 
H'loi-ious  one.  as  it  was  hir<''elv  due  to 
distinctly  false  slatenients.  It  seems  he 
swoi'c  lie  had  no  shares  in  tlic  Eaale 
Pottci'ics,  while  Ik-  was  rcallv  a  larjie 
holder." 

"That  is  important,  it"  true."  said 
(irantiey,  "Iml  h-t  us  ^ive  him  the  heneht 
of  the  donl't." 

"\\<-  would.  H(>rtie.  l)ut  tlier(>  is  no 
donlit.  'J'Ik  hooks  shew  ii,  an<l  I  was, 
and  am  still,  a  dii'ector.  I  am  not  i'nnnin<>" 
for  Parliament,  or  1ioa\  I  should  love  to 
make  it  hot  lor  him.  lie  is  the  most 
insull'eialde  (ad    1    hav(>  ever  known." 

ilannltou  J- it/.mauriee  deliohte*!  in  tins 
last  hit  of  information  and  was  preparn  <^ 
it  a  heady,  with  (Mnl)ellish!n(>nts.  for  the 
dimier  pail\  h(>  was  going  to  that  even- 
ing. 

"  H\  the  way."  said  he.  "what  was  the 
new  V  \(iii  told  me  just  as  we  were  <omin«' 
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in  ?     I    wanted    to    ask    Bortio    if    it    is 
true." 

"Al)Out  \  an  Ehens  beini!^  on  tlie  point 
of  death  !'"  answ(^red  the  man  achh'essed. 
"  His  eondition  is  very  eritieal.  Of  eourse 
Neil  will  niarrv  Mrs.  \'aii  Ehens." 

"1  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  true,"  said 
Grantley.  "Van  Ehens  is  an  exeej)tion- 
ally  nice  fellow,  and  one  of  nature's 
<,'entlenien,  <^enerous  and  kind  and  an 
upright  husiness  man.  lie  will  he  a  real 
loss  to  his  friends." 

"  Who  were  his  friends  .-"  asked  Ham- 
ilton. *'l*oor  wretch!  those  who  came 
to  call  on  his  wife.'  Neil  will  wear  a 
erepe  overeoat  j)rohahly." 

Fitzmauriec  laughed  so  heartily  at  his 
own  joke  that  the  others,  in  spite  of  th(>m- 
selves,  joined  in. 

"1  am  asliamed  of  you,"  said  C-raiilley, 
wiping  his  eyes,  "and  more  of  mysi>lf  for 
laughing  with  \(>u.  'i'herc  is  something 
so  pathetic  about  having  to  make  all  new 
friends  when  one  is  ov(>r  forty,  howi-vcr 
great  bores  our  old  ones  may  be.  It  is 
rather  a  comfort  to  feel  one  has  known 
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them  always."  He  looked  niiscliievoiisly 
at  Hamilton,  and  set  that  volatiU'  vounir 
person  off  into  more  fits  of  lauoliler. 

"Don't  mind  me!  Go  on,  Bertie;  hnt 
faney  how  much  ])athos  there  is  in  London 
society.  Ueallv,  one  could  crv  iust 
talkino-  about  it.  In  fact,  J  control  my 
tears  with  diflicully  and  call  your  attention 
to  that  enterprising;  Mr.  Isaac  Lowen- 
stein — who  lived  twenty  years  in  London, 
and  last  spring  hrouglit  out  a  daughter 
in  Mayfair  who  surely  had  made  her 
di'but  ten  years  earlier  in  Soho.  This 
blushing  creature  at  twentv-ei<dit  made 
her  bow  recently  at  a  wonderful  ball. 
Royalty  scrambled  for  dianiond  and 
})eari  (jerman  favors,  and  now-  no  one 
ever  sees  a  shadow  from  Soho  with  the 
Lowensteins.  without  or  within,  male  or 
female.  I  can  understand  niakiuir  friends 
(|uicklv.  but  I  call  it  downrij/lit  clever 
to  lose  them  so  (juickiy.  The  more 
common  ])eo])le  are,  the  harder  they  are 
to  lose." 

"^olI  are  an  oialorl"  cried  (.rantley. 
"A  irilK  (viiic;!!;    but " 
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"Ball!"  intorniptod  Hamilton  Fitz- 
iiiaurice.  "You  don't  see  what  J  see, 
because  you're  a  duke.  Mothers  trippiiio- 
over  each  othv^r  trvin<>"  lo  o(>t  husbands 
for  their  daunhieis.  any  ohl  n^ptik'.  pro- 
vichnj  lie  has  money  or  a  title,  rather  than 
a  vvd\  jewel  like  myself. " 

"Ileal  jewel.  Capital  name  for  you, 
my  boy!" 

"I'm  serious  now.  Think  of  me  letting- 
mvself  <ret  fond  of  a  woman.  tluMi  havinii' 
a  scamp  like  j3ertie  walk  off  with  her." 

There  was  somethin*''  irresistibly  funny 
al)Out  Hamilton  Fitzmaurice.  particularly 
\\  hen  he  didn't  mean  to  be.  He  was 
neyer  taken  seriously,  and  although  eyery- 
body  liked  him  and  wanted  him  about, 
he  was  the  sort  of  man  no  one  evei 
seenu^d  to  allow  shoui<l  haye  preference, 
but  was  always  exjx'cted  to  do  what  his 
friends  wanted.  If  there  was  any  woman 
no  one  wanted  j)articularly  to  talk  to, 
Hamihon  was  put  next  to  her.  His 
friends  nicknamed  hiin  "Putty,"  because 
he  always  filled  u])  t\\v  cracks.  He 
oouhl  make  himself  agreeable  to  any  one, 
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and     however    outrageous    his    remarks 
were,  no  one  ever  resented  them. 

"To  go  baek  to  tliat  hrilHant  remark 
of  mine  ahont  |)arvenus,  have  vou  ever 
tliough.t  wliat  was  the  real  test  of  a 
j)arvenu"s   entertainment  r" 

"No.  of  eourse  not!  \o  one  has  ever 
thought  of  that  Init  von,  l)riMiant  feUow!" 
cliafJ'ed  (iranth'v. 

"No  joking  now.  Well,  it  is  to  have 
no  frninps.  If  you  find  no  frumps  at  a 
l)ig  hall,  you  may  dej)end  uj)on  it  that 
the  fann"ly  have  recently  Karned  to  eat, 
etc.  .Most  j)eo|)le  iiave  legacies  of  tire- 
some relativ(>s  or  fritMids;  common  peoj)le 
have  got  to  hide  them,  well-hred  people 
needirt  be  afraid  of  them.  It  is  wonder- 
ful the  cacltvt  given  by  a  few  flat-chested 
women  at  ;i  p.irty,  with  odd  hair  and 
strange  gowns.  This  shows  that  the 
hostess  is  an  aristocrat  and  dares  do  what 
she  pleases.  This,  my  dear  friends,  is 
the  end  of  niy  wisdom.  I  nuist  see 
JiOwensteiii  on  business.  What  time  is 
it  :  !  wani  to  b(«  Ii;df  an  hour  late,  so  as 
no!  to  aj>j)(\ir  too  eager." 
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"IlavinjG^  spent  two  sleepless  nights 
looking-  forward  to  this  interview,"  fin- 
ished Grantley. 

,  "1  do  believ(>,  Grantlev,  you  are  sowing 
those  '.vi'd  oats  of  yours — a  little  late  in 
the  sjjring,  hut  we  are  all  pre})ared  to 
beneiit  hy  the  erop  when  it  comes.  JJut 
before  you  lose  your  reputation  for  dignity 
come  with  me,  Hertie,  Lend  me  an  air 
of  respectability  to  imj)ress  Lowenstein. 
lie  may  be  leaning  out  of  the  win<lo\v 
looking  for  me  as  we  stroll  up  arm  in  arm. 
Come,  like  a  good  chap.  1  am  so  nervous 
I  am  hardly  able  to  walk  alone." 

Grantley  rose  good -natu red iy.  The 
others  settled  themselves  for  cards. 

Neil  Everett  came  into  the  room  at 
that  moment.  Several  men  glanced  up 
at  him,  one  or  two  bowed  coldlv.  Grant- 
ley  T>assed  him  in  the  doorway,  nodded 
to  him,  but  did  not  stoj)  to  congratu- 
late him  on  his  election.  Neil  felt 
the  slight,  not  because  they  had  a 
thought  in  common,  but  because  he 
honestly  felt  respect  for  Grantley  as  a 
man,  as  well  as  because  he  was  a  duke, 
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and  lie  always  preferred  intimacy  with 
dukes.  lie  felt  they  would  never  be 
friends,  and  yet  he  was  the  only  man 
whose  friendship  Neil  attached  an/value. 
(irantley  shuddered  as  they  passed  out  of 
the  rooni. 

"That  man  gives  me  the  creeps!  hut 
I  can't  help  fancyin*?  he  has  his  good 
points.  If  he  fell  in  love  and  married 
some  unworldly,  high-nn"nded  woman, 
one  might  expect  great  things  of  him." 

"If  every  one  were  deaf,  people  nn'ght 
enjoy  hearing  me  sing,"  ohserved  Hamil- 
ton Fitzmaurice,  cheerfully. 


CIIArTEl{  II. 


LADY  FROST  sat  knittino-  lor  tli(> 
))oor  in  lier  luxurious  drawing- 
rooui.  Two  footuien  were  clear- 
ing away  the  last  of  the  tea  things. 

"William,  Mr.  Everett  will  be  out  to- 
night, and  his  lordshij)  and  1  will  dine  at 
the  usual    lour  in  the  small  dining-room." 

'' \'(^rv  good,  my  lady."  answered  the 
servant. 

The  kuittiniT  went  on  in  silcMiee  for  a  few 
minutes,  while  her  tall  son  j>aee(l  restlessly 
uj)  and  down  the  room,  into  \\liieh  he 
had  come  immediately  on  his  r(>turn 
from  the  eluh.  nnieh  dej)ressed  and  dis- 
|)irited.  The  wifl(>  lu>arth.  eumiingly 
devised  of  writhing  monst'.Ts  in  iron  and 
stone,  was  red  with  cheerful  flames,  whose 
l)rightn<>ss  made  one  foi'gxi  the  heavy 
London  fog  without.  Tin-  heavy  velvet 
curtains  and  faded  tapestries  made  of 
this  room  a  noiseless  sanctuary,  where 
well-bred  people  might  retire  and  success- 
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Jlio    stones    tliou":h     not     l.-ime 


Fnllv  ionore  the  cold  and  wretchedness 
of  anotlKT  world.  The  air  was  delicious 
with  the  odor  of  nianv  ^rrowing  hyacinths 
and  daffodils.  La<ly  Frost  was  still  a 
heantifnl  woman,  of  ma  jtvstic  projun  lions, 
and  her  son  resemhled  her.  Ripplinf? 
over  the  laces  ahont  her  neck  hnnn;  a 
lono'  diamond  chain  which  fell  below  her 
kne(\s, 
were  matchless. 

She  had  heen  silent  all  this  time  in 
sympathv  with  Neil's  mood,  which  she 
saw  was  distinctly  irritable,  althoni-h  she 
was  eaoer  to  (piestion  him  ahont  his 
recei)tion  at  the  clnh  aft(M-  his  election. 
Lady  Frost  was  wry  ambitious  and  took 
a  keen  interest  in  the  atfairs  of  the  nation, 
not  for  the  o-ood  of  the  nation,  but  for  the 
sake  of  her  son,  ulion)  sh(>  hatl  made  her 
idol.  By  j»erse\("r;>nce  and  entertaininc, 
.ind  ^eitin-;-  the  rinli!  people  to  work  for 
him  and  h<>r,  siie  had  at  last  landed  him 
safely  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Xow 
came  to  them  both  the  sickenino-  suspicion 
that  nobod\  in  the  Ilous(>  of  Conunons  of 
either  party  was  in  the  least  glad  to  have 
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him    there.     Both    reg.irded    him    with 
distrust. 

When  Lady  Frost  spoke  at  last,  she 
earefuily  chose  a  subject  as  remote  as 
j)ossihle  from  tlie  eU'ction. 

"Have  you  lieard,  Neil,  that  Mr.  \an 
Ehens  is  (hui^erously  ill.-" 

Xeil  started.  "ReaUy.-  What  a  bore! 
another  load  on  my  conscience." 

"You  speak  as  thougli  yon  had  j)()is()n- 
ed  him."  She  l()ok<>d  at  him  with  a  half 
smile.  It  was  (h^liirjitful  to  think  aloud 
as  lhc;.e  two  did  to<,'ether.  'i'hev  were 
each  conscious  of  the  fact  at  tlii-  monu'iit. 

"1  mean,  .Mother,  that  I  would  rather 
!ian<r  myself  than  niarry  her,  and  I  know 
that  if  \'an  KIxmis  d(>parts  this  life  an<l  I 
don't  marry  her,  (>very  one  will  attack  me. 
l)ef,niiuinn- proliahly  with  Mrs.  Van  Ehens 
herself.  I  was  always  careful  to  write 
nothino",  hut  I  know  she  believed  me 
when  I  told  Imt  I  woidd  marry  her  if 
I  «\('r  had  the  cliaticc.  WOnien  are  such 
fools:  tliey  demand  lies  from  a  man 
befor<>  ^n"vm^^  liiiii  more  than  a  hand- 
shake." 
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"Tlu.t  would,  <,r  course,  niiu  vour 
career,  ami  is  not  to  be  tliou<,^lit  of.  '  She 
is  not  a  suitable  niatcii  forvou  in  any  way. 
There  is  ;in  alternative." 

''Yes,  J  was  t}iinkin<r  of  that  too." 
''Perhaps  it  is  not  tiie  same  one." 
"My    marryino:    some    youn<r    ^rirl    ;,t 
onee.J'      Love  at  hrst  si^ht'  the  exeuse .- " 
''Yes,  for  you  could  hardly  tell  Muriel, 
Neil,  that  you  were  tired  of  her.  foi-  s'  e 
would  resent  it." 

"  She  nuVht.  hut  r  could  sav  vou  insisted 
upon  my  marryin-.  Now  that  I  have 
Jiist  succeed(-d  in  winninrr  n,v  ^-h-ction.  1 
do  not  wish  lo  suamp  tuv  future  l,v 
'"'n-ryin^ra  v.otuan  of  no  fanulv.  ami  five 
years  my  senior,  houcv<M-  rich"  she  may 
'>••.  She  uoidd  oTou  cross  and  u-Iv  anil 
.M.'lous  „,  a  few  years  and  want  a'l!  her 
•''■'•'•''"'  '•'•'••'•""^ahouf  her  at  Christmas 
t.me;  you  know  the  (yp,,  WHI  ,h,w, 
•Mother,  who.u  do  you  insist  on  my 
n)arryin^.^" 

Lady  Frost  fhou^rhi  lor  a  moment 
"('haracter     is    a     ^MVat     thin.'.      ^  ,mi 
would  never  he  led.  ami  a  dcternunni  .rirl 
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would  quarrel  or  arfi^uo  and  hrcoino  verv 
trouhiesninc.  Of  course  I  had  ahvavs 
hoped  you  wouhl  ^•row  fond  of  ^'ivi(Ml 
Nelson.  She  has  desirable  eonneetions 
and  would  look  well  at  the  head  of  vour 
tahle,  and  could  he  easily  traincnl  to  fill 
a  hie;  position  fjraeefuliy.  \Mieii  voui- 
father  dies  I  shall  he  lu^ar  you  in  the 
dower  house  to  help  you  with  her.  J 
have  the  consolation  of  knowinii"  tlii.J  our 
marriec'  life  has  hccn  an  cxaniple  I  all 
our  hund)ler  ac(|uaiiifances.  h.viced, 
the  Bishop  of  Ancaster  was  talking  of  it 
only  a  few  days  aiijo." 

"^ou  are  an  extraordinary  woman.  I 
swear  I  Ix'lieve  yoe  wrolc  the  oiih  two 
speeches  I'athcr  ever  made  in  his  life." 

Lady  l-'rosl  tried  to  di()r)p  her  head 
with  heeomin:;-  mode>t\. 

"Not  (juite.  \eil.  hut  I  have  heijx'd, 
I  believe.  I  thiid^  we  come  of  ;iii  agt^res- 
sive  .stock." 

A  fe(>l)!e  knock  at  the  .hiior  hi-oni^ht 
Neil  from  his  eli.iir  to  open  it  tor  Loid 
Fro.st.  lie  was  over  niiiet_\,  and  not 
hal(>  and  hearty  for  his  years. 
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"I  li;iv(>  ;i  lctt(M-  I  want  vou  (o  read  to 
ni(\  tiiy  son.  I  think  tli(>  postmark  says 
it  '•;iinc  frotn  .\a})lcs,  and  I  fancv  if  may 
i)e  from  my  poor  sistei-  (nnnic" 

He    moved    t(»uard    liis    son.    ;dtIi(»iio-h 
Lady    Frost    strctdicd    ont    lirr    Ii;,nd  "to 
liim.      Lord    Frost's   voice   vibrated    uitli 
'Mtiotion.    for    it    was    fjftc en    years    since 
!i<'  liad  s<>eii  or  heard  from  Jiis  sister,  and 
lu'   ha<l    many   times   reoivtt(.d   the   scene 
tlmt  he  and  Lady  Frost  liad  liad  with  her 
on  ll'o  eve  of  hrr  niarriaov  (,,  ..,„    It.'dian 
sin(rin^r-t,.;,(lier,  (h-ivinu   ix-r  away  in  an- 
,U<'|-.    with    the    man    she   h.vecL    from   the 
iionse   that    had    \>rvu    h.r   home   .dl    her 
lif<-.       Lady    |'ro,>t    eoidd    not    nrMhrstand 
!i<'|-    sister-indaw.    thon^li    she    had    tried 
'*•   '"'   '^'"'i   !•'   Ii'T   lor  the  two  years   sIm- 
''•"'     '""'    fi'i-    nii(h-r    their    n.of.      F,h-(| 
'■''■•*•''     ^^•••^    d<'v.»|e<l     I,.    Ml,,     headstron- 
^iiiinie.  who.  aithon.nh  many  yci.rs  von no"- 
••>■'    l';'<l   easily    ni\,',\    him    nn'lil   his    nia?-- 
n"a-e.      (.ady    Frost    ha<l   irU    .-,    sense   of 
'•'•Ik'I'  wlirn    (;innie    had    n<,ne    .,,.,1   had 
slammed    the   door    in    hrv    f;„,..  h..,vino 
<l<<lare(l  it  was  ^rood-bw  lor  ev*r. 
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That  night  (liiinic  ran  away. and  h-l't  a 
line  to  her  l)r()thor  savin<;  slie  liad  ironc 
to  Xa])los  to  live  in  a  "arret  on  love  and 
water,  and  to  l)e  cared  tor  \)\  Antonio 
Allerti.  She  K'tt  an  a(hh'ess,  hnt  Lavly 
Frost  disc'ouraii'ed  Iier  hn.sl)and  from 
sendin<^  lier  an  allowance  or  even  \\<)rds 
of  affection.  She  was  far  from  pleased 
at  tlie  hitler  which  had  just  arrived. 
Neil,  who  always  fell  himstdf  an  oh- 
server  of  life,  never  a  ])arlici|)ator.  was 
deeply  interest<'d  in  this  new  act  of  his 
life's  drama.  He  w  "learly: 
"My  dearest   Hrotlu 

"I  have  one  child,  i  do  not  wail  to 
(^v[  any  n-fusal  from  yon,  hut  send  it  to 
you  to  care  for.  as  the  while  phi^ne  has 
taken  tne  in  its  ;,;rip.  and  I  am  starling 
on  a  long  joni'ncv.  n(>ver  to  return. 

(il.WIK." 
The   old    man    wij)ed    his    (yes.      Lady 

l''ros|    laid    her    jewelled    ling'M's    on    his 

arm. 

lie     l)urie(|     his     face     in    his    hands — 

Lady    I'rost    exchanged    a    glance     with 

Noil    -both    were  di>linctlv    horcd   at   the 
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news,  and  the  tliou<rlit  tliat  it  niicrht 
briiio-  joy  to  the  old  m;in  never  crossed 
their  uiiuds.  However,  in  ;,  voice 
with  which  she  mia-ht  h.ivc  ordered 
the  removal  of  a    l)(>on-ar  sjie  said: 

•'Poor  (ieoro-ina!  her  hiishand  is  proh- 

.■t'»ly   (h'ad   too,   so    we    must    he    kind    to 

tlic  i)oy,  however  iiicoiiV(>nieiit  i(   all  is," 

io    Lady    Frost    the    oidy    children    that 

maltei-(>d   were   hovs. 

The  rootman  at  that  moment  threw 
open  the  door  and  Jinnon.iec^d  "  Miss 
All.Tti.- 

A  tall,  overoiouM  chihl,  with   a  shal.l.y 
lon.U-    black   coat    reachinn-    |„    her   heels, 
<-l()sely   follow*'.!    hy  a   ,-r<w-hea ded   ))(.as- 
•nit    woman,    to    v  hose    han<l    she    held 
ti.-htly,    stood    ,,n    (!„>    threshohl,      La<lv 
Frost     n-reeled      her   withont    the   slightest 
si^Mi    of   surprise   and    with    cold    c.tsc   of 
'"■'"ner.    while     \<«il    looked    at     her    in 
Ihm-    travel-s|.,in.d    black,  discerninn-   the 
fossibilifies      of      splemlid      uon.a.d,oo<| 
witinn  two  or  three  yeais. 

Lord  Frost  put  his  arm  len.l.  riy  about 
b«  r  and  kissed  her  forehead.      ThV  hunt- 
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ed  look  siuldonly  left  iicr  I'n.c.  .•mkI  with 
;i  sudrlcn,  pjissioiKitc  iiiijjulse,  siu'  cluiii;' 
to  liiiii  ;iii<l  sol>l»('<l  : 

"My  iiiotlicr  .ilw.-iys  loved  you  al- 
ways." 

Ilor  iiuclc  kissed  lier  ov<m-  and  ov(>r 
a<j:aiTK  hoidiiii)'  ]\n-  at  a  little  distance 
from  him  and  trying  to  discover  what 
likeness  he  could  to  his  sister.  Neil 
su<i:<;ested  that  the  attendant  he  shown 
to  her  ([uarters.  hnt  (iimu'e  refused  to 
he  left,  and  insisted  upon  uoino-  with 
her  to  share  tlu>m.  Lady  i"'ros|  i-aiiii; 
tor  tiit^  honsc'keeper.  an<l  when  all  tiirec 
had  left  tlu'  draw  inij-r( torn,  pive  a  re- 
sii^ned  sioh  jnid  t<»ok  .i|>  he?-  knittiiii;- 
l>asket  from  the  little  talile  in  the  w  iudow. 
Her  husliand  came  and  s;it  down  he- 
si(i(-  her,  liavinu'  lak.ii  hack  Ihe  letter 
from  Neil. 

"' ^  on  will  he  <x(ah\  to  the  oirl  for  uiv 
sake,  even  though  you  nex'er  cai<'d  for 
(ieoririna.  Draw  out  her  hear!  aini  let 
her  talk  lo  you.  She  prohahly  does  not 
know  anything'  ahoul  oui'  our  troid)l('S 
with    her  mothe!'," 
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"Of  course,  my  dear.  ]  uili  ,1„  ,„v 
;l"fy  l.y  luT.  It  is  all  most  inconveii- 
H'lit.  I.nt  I  suppose  l.v  her  Mack  that 
Ik'I-  iDotlKT  (lied  in't'oiv  slic  left,  nml  the 
letter  evideuth  was  written  or.  her  denth- 
'>«'<'•  The  maid  will  have  full  partieu- 
liM's;  I  shall  (piestion  her." 

"Th.-uik    you."      L„rd    T^rost    rose    and 
with    some    ditneidty    ma(l(«    his    wav    to 
""•  'loo''-      -\«-iI  opcMied    it    for  him,' and 
""''»    »"i-"'''l    «o    his    mother.     For  some 
moments  he  did  not  speak,  and  seemed 
stran^reh     „,(.ved.      Somehow     he    felt     a 
v.-in-ue    presentiment     that     the    ^irl     whi) 
''-'<l  .i"s|   left  the  room  had  eon.e  to  play 
•'^  l<';!'lin<r  p.irt    in  the  comedy  of  his  life. 
I'rescntly   he  said  : 

■'•'  \\ill  think  al.ont  marrvinn-  \'ivi;>n 
■Wlson  ,or  on,,  year.  I  can't  .hvidc 
.;'■*•  I  ^I'.^ll  f;ike  a  trip,  start  to-morrow 
!<>!■   India.  Australia,  or      "' 

"IJ'it.  my  d<'ar  hoy.  von  haw  just 
'•''*"='  '•«'i"nied  to  Parliament.  What 'has 
changed  you  so.-'" 

"''^*'  '  ''•'^■<'-  '  «le;in  for^rot.  Then 
send  Ih,.  uiij   (o  .sci,o,,i." 
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Their  eves  met. 

t/ 

"1  will  send  tlie  o;irl  to  school  then, 
instead,"  she  answered;  and  litth^  (iin- 
nie  was  sent  to  school. 


(  IIAPTEU  iir 


MliS.  \  AX   EBEXS  stood  looking 
out    of    Jier    drawing-room    win- 
dow, searching  with  restless  eves 
each    hansom    that    passed.       She    had 
found    her    months    of    widowhood    very 
trying  and   lonely  in   her  hig  house,     ft 
is   true     h(«r   relatives    hari    come   to   see 
lier,  hut,  fond  as  she  was  of  them,  their 
mterests  were  not  in  common,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  hve  years  she  had  lived  in  a 
woi-ld     ijuw     had     never    known.       She 
['>'""'    ''t   an   etl'ort   to  talk   to  them,  and 
l)c^'nn    to    long    for    the    time    when    de- 
<<'n(y    would    permit    of   her   seeing   her 
more    recMit     ;ic<|uaintances.     'Die    first 
note  she  sent  was  to  the  Jlon.  Neil  Ever- 
<'tt.  asking  him  to  call  to  see  her  between 
';;'•''"<•'    ^ivc    on    Thursdav    afternoon. 
''<■  ''•"'   n-ceived   the  letter  himself,    and 
"''*■    '^'"'^^     '■'     l'-'<l    reached    him    safely, 
,v(  t   now  ,t   was  live  nnnut(-s  to  live,  aiid 
MO  message    -nd  no  X,,!.     She  had  done 
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hvv  Ix'st  to  suj)j)rc.ss  fhc  tlionolit  that 
slic  iiiioht  he  one  dav  askod  to  hecoino 
the  tHtur(>  I.ady  Frost.  iVclino'  it  un- 
woiiiaiily  to  \)v  so  pivniatuiv;  l)ut  witli 
true  tViiiiniiio  tcii(h'riiess,  slie  was  cap- 
al)k'  ol"  nursino;  a  thoiiolit  nfter  it  had 
Ix'cii  morally  dismissed.  Muriel  had 
made  the  late  \'aii  Kheiis  a  jH'oud  hus- 
band, if  not  actually  happy.  When  he 
had  married  a  j)retty  hride,  men  who 
before  Jiad  been  most  formal,  addressed 
him  by  liis  first  name,  and  said  they 
knew  jn'm  very  well,  alth.ouoh  they  invari- 
ably were  ealh-rs  at  hours  he  spent  at 
his  ofhee.  Except  that  ham  was  never 
eaten  in  [\\v  house,  tlu'  casual  observer 
would  not  have  reeooni/td  the  different 
race  to  which  he  beIono(«d.  \an  Ebens 
was  kind  and  n^enerous,  and  his  wife 
was  sinc(>i'ely  sorry  he  was  dead.  Slie 
had  a  lew  pan«is  for  ha  vino-  fooled  him, 
or  thinking'  she  had,  and  now.  with 
stran,n-c  incouijfruity.  lono-od  to  s(>e  the 
man  who  had  been  th(>  cause  of  all  her 
reorcts. 

Suddeidy  she  saw  a   liansom  draw  u}> 
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before  lier  door  ;iii(l,  witli  sharp  disap- 
pointment.  recoonized  Xeil's  voice  tell- 
iiio-  the  driver  to  wail.  JIc  evidently 
was  not  oT)i„^r  to  stay  Uw^.  Slie  heard 
liis  feet  at  hist  (ai  the  threshohl,  and 
turned  to  meet  iiini  with  studied  indif- 
fenMiee.  He  howed  and  kissed  th(>  tips 
of  her  sh'n(h>r  finoers.  and  witli  the  cur- 
sorv  nrhinee  of  a  vohi})tuarv  took  in  her 
he.'iuty  afresh.  He  had  not  seen  her 
for  over  a  month.  Her  yelh)w  hair  was 
piled  in  hi<rh  curls  on  iier  head,  and  the 
lonn'  pale  face  was  sui)(>rl)ly  poised  ahove 
a  iauitl(\ss  throat,  which  rose  from 
amid  th(>  hiack  crej)e  folds  of  her  dress. 
'Hie  iicjure.  thoufjh  smaller  than  the 
averao(>,  xvas  renal  and  imposino-. 

"J  have  not  yet  heen  able  to  conoratu- 
lat(>  you  on  your  election,"  she  be<ran, 
inotiom'no-  l,ini  {o  sit  beside  heron  the  sofa. 

"Most  of  my  success  I  owe  to  vou, 
Al Uriel,  for  I  believe  you  won  it  for  nie. 
W)ur  elforts  have  been  appreciated,  even 
if  clumsily  acknowledoed.  Women  man- 
a,u-e  meirs  .success  better  than  men  can 
themselves." 
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Her  smile  wns  encliniitiiif]:,  .-hhI  he  re- 
sented feeliiic;  the  eh;irin  lie  was  deter- 
iiiiiied  to  resist. 

"1  rail  ill  to  see  how  vou  wer(^  "'ettiiH'' 
<>".  1  hav<'  oiilv  a  iiioiiieiit.  not  heiiif 
master  of  my  own  time  as  mueli  as  I  nsed 
to  he.  I  must  tinisli  writinn^  a  speeeli 
before  to-morrow.  You  will  perhaps 
eonK>  to  hear  it."' 

She  was  eonseious  of  his  uneasiness, 
hut  was  clever  enouol,  to  ionoi-e  it  and 
talk  of  other  things.     Suddenly  he  said: 

"Possibly  you  have  not  heard  of  the 
addition  to  our  family:  a  niece,  the  r<  m|j 
of  an  unfortunate  Anolo-Italian 
match,  who  arriv((l  a  few  weeks  a^o.  and 
now  has  \)vvn  shipped  olf  to  school.  It 
Ikls  been  v^^-v  ups-tf ino.  },ut  still  verv 
interesting-.  A!y  father  insists  upon  liav- 
in<r  her  at  home  week-ends,  and  is  abso- 
lutt>ly  d(>voted  to  her.  She  reads  to  him 
and  siiio-s  to  him.  and  takes  him  out  with 
her  wIkmi  he  will  allow  no  one  else  to  do 
so.  Aunt  (iinnie's  child,  she  is  hardlv 
fifteen  but  looks  tw<>nty,  and  is  as  clev("r 
as  she  can  be.      She  iicv(>r  sjx-aks  of  her 
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fatluT  iind  inotlicr,  .iiid   Ik  r  eves  alwjivs 

^  seem  lull  of  tears.     It  is  iatlicr  a  invslc'rv 

\  wlicfhcr  it  is  local  weakness  «r  lioiiK'siek- 

J  ness.     She   hates   iiic    so   I    hardly   know 

her,  hut  the  whole  tiiinn-  anuises  ine  very 

mueh.     Sh(    sleeps  witli  her  ser'aiit  and 

has    th(^    worst-fein|)cred    little    mouth    1 

ever  saw,  althounrh  she  is,  I  l)eliev(>,  verv 

rehVious.     She  will   he  oood-looking  one 

day,    J    hope,    wiien    she    stops    wearin^jf 

Neapolitan  mourmnn-,  hut  iiohody  dares 

su^^fjest   anythino-  to   her  yet.     J   think   I 

must  take  her  in   hand."' 

"Von  had  better  marry  hci-." 

"I  shall  never  marry.  1  should  only 
make  a  woman  nu'seral)l(\"'  IK-  not  ,,?) 
and  stood  in  trout  of  the  fire, 

"Is  that  all  thai  keeps  you  from  it  .-" 
H-r  Voice  was  full  of  nuanino  and  he 
understood  her  thou<-hts. 

*' ^  es.  I  am  not  rottim  enou,i,di  to 
escape  my  conscience  or  to  he  happy, 
and  too  selfish  to  chan(,M'.  '  Tout  /hi,ss(\ 
lout  la.s\s-<\  tout  ca.ssc'.'  " 

"Hut  your  mother  wants  vou  to  marrv 
surelv.-" 


^s.. 


J'li»-C:rS:*:ri; 
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"Vos.  Mother  lias  picked  out  ;.  hride 
^'<>i"  "ic.  I  should  l)e  mortified  if  she 
refiix'd  iiie  ;iii,!  despise  her  if  she  aeeej)ted 
iiie.  for  >he  kiKfWs  exactly  what  I  am." 

"  \  (Ml  ai-e  h(»ii(  st  w  if  h  yourself." 

"IK  moods  I  ;!ui  honesL  hut  never 
from  j»riiiciple."' 

"  Men  .'ire  strange  thino-s.  |{y  ||,(.  way, 
I  hear  you  are  devoted  lo  \  ivien  Nel- 
son r" 

''  Who  is  not  that  li.is  met  herr  She  has 
rare  l)eaut\ .  " 

Mrs.  \;iri  Khens  rose  and  walked  over 
to  him.  >he  loctked  vei\  while  in  the 
liniiuht.  Her  honesty  always  m.-,.'  ■  \eil 
a    little   uneomfort.Mhle. 

"I'«»riii\c  me  for  hi  ■,  umvoniaidy. 
and  trust  m\  iicncrositv  of  heai't.  I  heo- 
.^<>u.  I  w.iiil  \(.i!  to  1(11  me  truthlulK 
■'  ,\<»n  ;ii'e  thinkiui.;  of  uiarrNini.;-  me  or 
\  i\  ieii  .\(  Isoii  .-■" 

\Vliat  relief  lu  felt  ;il  the  \\:<\  six-  pla(  ••d 
the  |»i(»>i»«  (  li\f  .insuer!  He  turned  his 
head  ;i  ....'!<•  to  oiir  side  ;i[,d  looked  with 
<'nipi\  lendertiess  into  lur  <Ap<(  t.int  face. 
'1  he  hriile  in  him  w  ;is  s|r,,n"  Imt  his  cru- 
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»'lly  was  liiiiii.tii.    lie  nictVrrrd  Ixmik-' kind 
it  il  cost  li.iii  notliiiio-, 

'*\ou  value  iiic  tar  licvoiul  iii\    worth 
dear." 

The  answer  wjis  •'rank  ImiI  not  satisfv- 
inii".  'I'akinn-  lur  Iwo  li;,,i<is  in  his  iie 
wiMil    on: 

"I  am  in  h»ve  witli  no  oik  ]);it  in\s.'lf. 
Aiy  aniltilion  has  choktd  all  else  in  nie. 
I  want  a  w  il'e.  and  a  >(»n;  Ijiit  not  vet— not 
><■!.  I  sliall  never  he  as  j'ond  of  another 
woman  as  1  am  of  \on.  Iui«  I  eonid  not 
saeiihee  a n vt hini;  for  yon  wilhonl  re<^n't. 
I  eunld  not  face  my  mother's  (h>;i|,|  .,,v;d 
of  my  ehoiee,  or  my  friend-'  ridicule  for 
inarryiiif,''  a  woman  older  than  mvself.  | 
had  not  meant  to  speak  i-»you  >o  franklx. 
hut  \on  always  have  had  the  power  to 
iirinii-  the  I.est  on!  of  nie."  ||,.  ivn^ed 
her  (in<;ers  jio-iiin  to  his  lips  with  ihealrieal 
re\f]'(  nee. 

"  We  will  he  fri<iids  >"  she  said,  lookinn- 
wiih  <|Ue,stiouino  (>ves  hard  int«»  his. 
"Always  friends,  and  only  fri(>nds;  .umI  | 
will  help  \ou  mak(  \  on  i  careei-  ,1  nd  niar- 
vuifTc."     .Siie  drew   i>ack   from   him.      lie 
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;il\v;iys    iikhIc    Iut    licad    -wiiii    wlicii    too 

near. 

"I  don't  Ix'Iicv*'  in  fricii(lslii})s  hotwccii 

man   and   woman."   lie  answered    liohtiv. 

"Lovers  and  friends  are  all  tlie  products 

of  eirenmsta rices." 

"Then    it     is    time    vou    were    tanoht 

hetter."      She  kiirlj   down   Ix-fore  the  tire 

and  held  her  frail  j)alms  nj)  tt)  the  l)ri<dit 

Maze;     lhe\      were     almost     transparent. 

"Xeil.    voii    nni.st    never   renrd    (liis   talk. 

^  on  have  made  a  woman  of  me  to-dav." 
lie  lalii^hed  nervonsjv. 
"I  wish   I  eoidd  think  von  had  made  a 

man  of  me." 

She  did  not  answer  what  came  into  lier 

mind  to  say.  .Vfler  all,  whv  shonid  she? 
She  was  a  woman  thronnh  and  thronidi. 
She  had  hnmiliated  h(-rseif  enoni,di.  and 
withdiMwn  her  hoptvs  and  \\i>hes  with 
<li/^in'tv.  If  he  did  n(»i  see  what  he  was 
tlirowin<,^  awav.  .^Iie  eonid  not  -loop  to 
show  it  to  him.  Wiih  an  elfort  her  lone 
chan^'ed  and  hecanie  less  serious.  'I'hey 
talked  of  his  election,  of  the  (iovernnu'tit 
blunders  in  South  .Vfriea.  and   hefore  he 
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laiew  it  his  cjill  had  lasted  ;iii  Iioiir,  ;iti(l  iic 
left  iicr  in  hioji  nood  hwiiior,  thoroiigidy 
satisfied  with  himself. 

When  she  was  alone  and  the  li.ill  dooi- 
was  surely  closed  behind  him.  Mis.  \  .-m 
Khens  ran  up  to  her  room,  and  for  the  first 
time  since  her  husband's  death,  cried  for 
him.  and  for  her  loneliness.  'IMioiiuli  her 
mourniiiii'  bewail  late  it  was  neimiiM'. 


CllArTEK   I\. 


TWO  years  passed.  Miss  \  ivicn 
Nelson  had  reached  twenty  with- 
out ;in  eldest  son's  j)roj)osaI,  and 
hei-  mother  was  i»e^inniiiii'  {<>  regret 
that  she  li.id  forbidden  (ieor<re  Walker 
the  honse.  because,  althou<jjh  lie  was 
iuipccuuious  and  dull,  he  li.id  au  niulc 
with  a  biir  j)r()|)(rl\  in  Scotland  and  a 
nu'ld  title,  wliicli  OIK  d;!\  he  nii<>lii  j'.dl 
heir  to.  \  ixicn.  w  ho  ;il  ciuhfeeii  \\ii>  the 
nio>t  i.iudccnt  and  |(»\(l\  thiiii''  to  be  seen 
in  ;i  di;i\\  inn'-i'ooni.  ;it  twculx  looked 
-ln|)id  and  <liscouteMtcd.  Iavh  her  fond 
inolhcr  saw  the  <,M-adnal  elianoc,  and  f(  It 
that  Neil  Kverett  had  behaved  very  l)adl\ 
in  takin;;  lici'  out  twice  into  a  r'onserva- 
tory  flic  liist  season  she  canic  out.  and 
tlien  onl\  danciuL;,'  with  her  once  at  lier 
own  l>.:dl.  Soinethini^-  must  b<>  done 
about  it.  U^r  the  an\iou>  lad\  felt  that 
possibly  other  clinibles  were  beini;'  kept 
away,    feainii:    to   {-ouipetc    with    such    a 
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catch,  wlio  openly  professed  to  admire 
her  heaiity  aliove  all  others.  Mr.  Everett 
had  i-nNd  we.ilth.  one  sure  title,  and  the 
shadow  of  an  earldoni  fhittcrinfi'  in  the 
distance. 

In  .society  \  ivien  was  taetfnl  and  yield- 
inir,   with   pood    niainiers  and    tasle.   and 
enou'jh    e(hication     not     lo    mortify     liei- 
family.  I>nl  no  i;!ore.      No  money  had  been 
spent  on  her  heyond  the    mei'cst    necessi- 
ties.     She     inhe!itr<|     enoniih     dixretion 
from  her  scheming;  mother  to  hi(l(>  a  dull 
and  >elli>h  natnn\      'Hioronohly  world!    . 
the   liuilelessiiess   \\hieh    she   assumed    as 
liohth  as  a  IxM-onu'iiii'  V(>il  covei-ed  a  hard 
h(>art    and    .1    shallow    mind,   only   >tiimi- 
|;it(<i     to     activity     !ty     sclf-inferest .      At 
luenly  her  unkind  thou«;hts  were  !ie!j.in- 
nin<:  to  show  throiiiih  her  i)iid<  and  nhite 
doll's  faee.  I»nt  she  and  her  mother  went 
t(t  all  the  smart  j)arties,  and  \  i\  ien  alw  ays 
f(  it  herx  If  the  oiiiameiit.  and  rij^hlly  too. 
iJnt   tlier<'  was  niitliln<>-  Neil  had    >aid    or 
done  which  eitliei'  of  them  eonld  pin  him 
to. 

Mrs.  Nelson  thou«]:ht  of  vnrions  pl-nis 
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to  l)riiii;'  the  two  yoniii:;  jX'oplc  closer 
together.  Some  of  iheiii  succeeded,  hiil 
the  most  im))ort;mt  ones  fjiik-d.  >\\v 
was  o;ra(hiallv  speiuhnn;  her  eaf)ital  on 
smart  frocks  for  her  (h-iughter  and  houses 
for  the  London  seasons,  and  at  times  irrew 
verv  (k'Sj)oii(hMit  ahoul  tlieir  common 
future.  She  knew  that  La«l_v  I'^rost  wouM 
Hke  the  match,  for  she  had  sliown  it  very 
j)lainly;  hut  Xeil  was  hard  to  catch. 
Most  niotliers  had  come  to  thai  conchision. 
hut  Xeil  himself  could  not  he  made  to 
realize  th(>  importanci'  of  his  man-vino-. 
So  Mrs.  Nelson  decided  that  the  only  wav 
left  was  to  make  him  ft  el  that  he  had  com- 
pronnsed  the  girl,  hut  how  this  was  to  he 
managed  ,vas  another  matter.  After 
careful  thought  she  planned  her  cam- 
paign and  maile  her  first  move. 

Ladv  Harr  had  a  charminir  town 
house,  especially  designe(i  for  flirtations, 
with  sc'-hidcd  corners  and  seducti^■e  di- 
vans, not  to  UK'ntion  a  garden  at  the  hack 
which  was  a  real  little  Paradise.  She 
was  an  artist  and  a  .Syhjirite.  Imt,  alas 
h(M'    income    \\as    insufficient    to   indulg(> 
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her    even    in    what    slie    considered    the 
ueeessiti<'S    of    life!     She    could    not    get 
into  a  l)ath  before  a  pound  of  orris  was 
dissolved  in  it,  and  her  chiffon  and  laces 
might  have  strained  longer  jRirse-strings 
tlian    Lord    Barr's.     Her    country-place, 
an  hour's  iournev  from  London,  was  the 
same    sort    of    thing,    vi>rv    small,    very 
perfect,     very     romantic.        Many    love- 
alfnirs  had  culmiruited  under  Lady  Barr's 
roof,    ;md    ;ifter    each    desiralile    match, 
by  some  stninge  chance  Lady  liarr  pos- 
sessed   herself    of    some    new    jewel    or 
some  treasure   for   her   house.      She   had 
no   (>n(Mnies,    was    very    j>retty,    and    had 
enough  admirers  herself  not  to  Ix^grudge 
anv  woman  hers.     She  was  discreet.    She 
never  broke  a  coniidence,  and  never  gav(^ 
her    friends    aw.iy,    any    more    than    she 
did   h(M'sell'.      Lord    Harr    was    seldom   at 
li()m<>,  and  never  in  the   \\a\   at  any  time. 
Mrs     Nelson    knew     lier    slightly,    but 
sou'dit    licr  out   for  an  allv.      After  .social 
greetings    and     a     few      formalities,    the 
point    of    her    \isit     was    reached.       She 
was    (juite    fi'aiik    about    her   wishes. 
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"Of  course,  T  unflorstaiul  prriVctly," 
answered  Jier  hostess  tlioiiohtfiiHy.  "I 
would  suu^n^est  at  once  a  means  of  lu^lp- 
ing  you,  only  I  am  fri,  htfnlly  liaudi- 
eapped  just  now  hy  lack  of  funds.  Mv 
husband  lias  lost  a  lot  in  the  stock 
market  this  winter,  and  I  reallv  feel 
like  lettini!^  or  closing  my  hous<>  this 
coming  season,  otherwise  I  should  sav, 
send  th(>  girl  to  me  to  ehaperone  for  a 
couple  of  months  while  you  no  jm,! 
travel  for  your  health.  Kldest  sons  ;ire 
very  wary  of  mothers  these  davs.  \\hih> 
an  outside  ehaperone  e.ni  do  so  nnich 
unobserved.  'I'he  bo(li(>r  of  it  all  is 
the  monev,  and  we  can't  get  awav  from 
that." 

She  strok(>d  the  folds  of  velv(>t  on  1km- 
knee  while  her  visitor  digested  her  words. 
Mrs.  .\(>lsoi!  leaned  toward  her: 

"We  live  in  a  practical  world,  let  us 
be  practical.  I  will  go  ;ind  spend  the 
s|)ring  abioad  (Mononiically.  .iiid  will 
give  you  six  hundred  jtounds.  just  to 
take  X'ivicn.  for  the  e\lr;i  expeiis(>  it 
means  to  von.      I  will  have  a  i'ew  months 
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in  wliicli  to  ('coiiotnizc;  giving  up  my 
ciirriauc  ;iii<l  scrxants  will  Ix'  a  trc- 
iiu'iidous  saving-,  and  if  the  eiigage- 
nicnt  is  announoMl.  I  will  ghully  givo 
vou  two  tliotisand  pounds." 

■*  ^ On  arc  too  gcuiM'ous.  dt-ai'  Mrs. 
Nt'lson."  Lady  Barr's  tone  inij)li('d  slu' 
would  liavt'  attcnipttMl  tlie  speculation 
I'or  halt'  that  sum.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  I'elt 
she  had  pei'liaj)S.  ind(HMl.  heen  too  gcii- 
erous;  hut  the  words  had  !)een  sai<l. 
and  she  could  not  go  hack  on  them. 
Besides.  \  ivieu  cost  her  more  than  that 
t'\(M\  season,  and  it'  she  w  I'l'c  not  niar- 
ried  within  the  year  they  would  hoth 
liave  to  give  up  the  woi'hl  and  rctii'c  to 
the  continent,  or  her  daughter  nuist 
marry  some  social  climhcr.  The  altei'- 
uative  was  most  dej)ressiug.  and  she 
t'elt  a  i-eal  thrill  of  ;>ratitude  at  Ladv 
liarr's  auswci-. 

'' \  (M-y  w<'ll,  then,  you  leave  it  all  to 
me  and  go  away.  He  sure  you  never 
hreathe  it  to  any  one  you  ever  prom- 
ised me  a  j)enny:  and  would  you  imnd 
writing  on  your  card  six  hundred  pounds 
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current  expenses  nnd  two  tliousand  capi- 
tal invested?  My  lueniorv  is  so  had, 
and  it  will  enable  me  to  s<*e  a\  here  I 
stand,  and  give  her  the  full  valne  of  fun. 
Of  course,  I  never  have  doue  anythiuii: 
like  this  hefor(\  hut  I  should  he  ^lad 
to  do  souiethinu:  for  vour  lovelv  dauoli- 
ter;  and  I  am  also  devoted  lo  J>ady 
Frost,  and  to  Mrs.  \'an  Ehens  oddly 
enough  too.  So  you  see  I  have  j)lenty 
of  tools  to  work  with." 

Mrs.  Nelson  drew  her  gold  })e»;eil 
from  her  card-case  and  wrote  as  re- 
(juested,  handing  it  across  the  t(^a-tahle 
as  she  rose  to  go. 

"'riu>n  good-bye  until  n(>xt  summer, 
and  I  shall  exj)vMt  A  ivieii  and  her  m;iid 
on  March  '■2')\]\.  two  weeks  from  now. 
That  will  give  us  plenty  of  time  to  se(^ 
our  friends  (juietly,  ix^fore  the  rush  of 
the  season  begins." 

They  shook  hand',  and  Mrs.  Nelson 
heard  Laily  l"'rost  announc<'d  as  she 
turned  to  go. 
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IT     ohvn      hapiKiis     that    the    (li>a})- 
jjoiiitnients  of    souk-    will    work  for 
the    liappincss  of    ollicrs.      If  Lady 
Frost    rcsiMitcd    the    intruder's    sex,    site 
resented    still    more    her    husband's    de- 
light   in    (.innie   Allerti's   eoinpanionshi}) 
when    she    eanie    home    from    school    at 
the  week-ends.     Althou<,di  occupying  the 
nurserv   and    not    allowed    at    ^ahle    with 
guests,   she   spent    many   hours   with    her 
helj)less   uncle.      She    read   aloud    heauti- 
fuUy  to  him,  and  sang  her  Itadian  .songs 
to  a  guitar  accompaniment  in  a   manner 
which    delighted    him.      He    told    her    of 
the  country  she  now  must  call  her  home, 
and    interested    her    in    its    history    and 
politics.      He  asked  little  ahout   her  par- 
ents  and    her  own    past,   and   onlv   once 
spoke  of  lu>r  mother,  to  ask  if  she  had 
Keen  hapi)y.     A  cloud  of  tragedy  dark- 
ened   little    (iinnie's    fac(>.    she    IremMed 
from    head    to    foot,    and    looking    ahout 
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as  il  in  (lr(>a(l  that  sonic  one  irn'oht  Ii(>ar. 
\\hisj)('i(Hl:  "Xo.    no!    lu.w    could   she.-" 
Ilcr  uncle's   natural   receive  and  shvncss 
made   him    drop   the   suhject    there.      He 
sj)oke  of  it    hitei-  to   his   wile.      Her  <,,,.{. 
ositv   was    not    nr(.;,t.  and   slit«    had    httl(> 
sympathy  lor  any  of  them,   hut   she  was 
always    polite    and    considerate,    and    as 
loii^'  as  her  niece   was  not  tryino-  to  en- 
trap   Neil,    she    was    uillino'    to    do    the 
best    for    her    welfare.     Ginnie    was    al- 
ways   eao'cr    to    o-o    to    church,    and    so 
pleased    her    aunt,    and    the    oirl's    intel- 
li<''ence   and    sincerity    made    her   a    wel- 
come    coinj)anion   at    times    when    J.adv 
Frost     had     meetinos    and     wanted     her 
husband  annised  and  looke({  after.     Xeil 
seldom  saw  her,  anil  her  dislike  of  him 
was    almost    comical,    and    a    source    of 
satisfaction     to    his     mother;     until    she 
began    to    suspect    that    the    new    sensa- 
tion   Neil    felt    at    I)(>ing    disliked    ami 
sliunned  ratlier  aj>pealed  to  him. 

lie  stopped  (;innie  in  the  hall  one 
morning;  he  was  just  out  of  his  room 
and  she  had  been  out  for  a  walk.     The 
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Neapolitan  iiioiiniiiiii'  had  Ixhmi  cx- 
ehany;c(l  for  a  siiiarf  London  tailor's 
suit,  and  her  .shiiu'n<>'  ;'r(>v-i'rrt'n  eves 
and  <i;li.st(Miiiiii,'  tcctli  <ik'anR'd  throu^li 
flic  liali"  liulit  of  the  London  t"()<)'. 

"I  have  not  x'cn  xou  foi'  wci'ks.  fair 
cousin, "  lie  said,  sti'ctcliiuii'  out  his  hand 
toward  hers.  She  |)it'tcndcd  not  to  sec 
it  and  answered  lii^litly: 

"I  slec|)  hy  uiii'ht.  and  you  sh-cj)  l)y 
dav:  and  cats  onlv  hunt  nuCc  at  nii-hl." 

He  cauijht  her  hand  rou<4hly.  "  Vou 
should  not  he  rude  to  me  in  my  home. 
\  on  would  he  dependent  on  me  were 
luy  father  dead." 

The  words  were  unlucky.  Tears 
sprauf;'  to  her  eyes,  and  she  shuddered 
with  horror. 

"How  can  you  he  so — so  cruel — 
and  -"'  a  lump  came  in  her  throat. 
This  creature  he  was  touchin<^  was  real, 
human,  emotional,  lie  felt  it  was  not 
the  l)ii»'  house  she  woidd  ?niss,  hut  the 
feeble  old  man.  in  whom  nohodv  had 
nmch  interest  any  more,  except  for  the 
money  they  could  ^^ct.      His   health    was 
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failing  daily,  and  his  intellect  was  no 
Ion<j,(  r  very  eleai.  lie  lived  the  life  of 
a  recluse,  and  this  girl,  full  of  magnetic 
cliarni,  really  loved  him,  or  was  it  all 
put  on,  he  woiulered.  He  would  anmse 
himself  and  get  to  know  l,rr  hetter  and 
find  out.  Her  words  stung  him,  hut 
her  tone  more  so. 

"Come  in  while  I  liavc  hi'eakliist. 
Vou  have  ii  ver  seen  me  eat  breakfast. 
You  have  j)lenty  of  time;  this  is  Easter 
holidays!" 

"Hut  I  cairt  helj)  \()u  or  tcacli  vou  to 
eat!" 

"Do  you  only  want  to  he  with  those 
you  can  hclj)  or  t(  acli  ?" 

"I  would  rath:'r  i»e  excused."  She 
drew  iicr  hand  away,  and  had  almost 
passed  Inm;  lie  caught  her  arm  again. 

"  {''oriiivc  me,  (iimiit-.  Iiut  1  want  vou 
ver\  mueh.  I  ne<<l  to  talk  to  ■^ome 
<)n<'.  1  have  s(tme  trouMc  you  can  help 
me   with." 

Her  whole  f.iee  lit  up.  lull  of  svui- 
pathy  and  sweetness.  ;tiid  with  the  .dian- 
don  ot  the  Soiilh  she  took  his  hand,  saying: 
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"I'm  sorry,  cousin  Neil;  T  thought 
voti  \v(M-("  only  t<'asiiig  me,  and  1  have 
a  sharp  tongue,  liut  let  me  he  of  use 
to  yon;  it  would  unike  me  very  happy." 
'I'hey  hurrietl  into  the  diiiiug-room, 
;ind  slie  s;it  (juic^tly  watching  him  look 
into  the  vario;is  covered  dishes  with 
('(|ual  indiM"erenc(\  She  pouHMl  his  col- 
I'ce,  and  hv  watche(l  her  with  verv  mixed 
thoughts. 

*' Whv  <1<)  you  hate  m(\  (iimiier" 
She   hung   her   head.   and.   evading  his 
(juestion,  said: 

'' I   thought  you   were  in  trouble. " 
"So  I  am;  hut  why  (h)  you  hate  mei-" 
"1   don't   know,  oid\    it    makes   me  feel 
creep\    when  you  look  at  me." 

lie  raised  his  head  after  the  m«>men- 
tarv  shork  In  ••  woids  g;ivc  him,  and  said 
n-entlv: 

"I  ijuilc  nnih-rstand."  lit-  showc<l 
his  (  Icvcrness  here,  and  she  mistook  it 
for  svmpathv.  "Most  woukm.  like  tin- 
wax  I  look  at  lln-ui.  Perhaps  w  h<-n  yon 
are  ;i  soeietv  woni.iw  you  will  think  me 
vory  attractive." 
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She  l;nirli('(i  witli  ('0!i*'i<>-ioii.s  ?ii(MTi- 
innit.  "().  I  coiilciM-t!  I  ,l,,i,"t  like 
your  r.'icc  ()!•  aiiytliin^f  ahoiil  vou  at  all.  I 
like  Mack  hair,  and  ( ).  ."  don't  like  vour 
mouth  or  (>y('s:   l>*vsid('.s.  yon  can't   sin^I'* 

"<';i!rt  sinu-!  'Thank  (iod  for  ihat! 
( )l  all  hoi  Tors  coinnicnd  nic  to  a  dr.iw- 
in<i-rooni  I'arliaincntary  sinocrl"  lie 
was  ciioiinonsiy  anitix'd.  I'crhaps  her 
operatic  father  remained  her  hero.  "Do 
yon   like  nmsie  ver\    nnicli .'" 

"  \  es,  it  makes  mv  hjood  ao  round 
so  fast." 

Me  look<'d  uf)  (juickly.  'I'Im-  alisohile 
innocence  of  hei-  remark  i-ontrasted  oddiv 
with  what  he  felt  siie  miuht  l»e.  Her 
lace  \\a>  stian^ely  |»as,si(.iiate  for  one 
■^o  yoiniii;  tli<"  passioi;  of  a  ilevotee  or 
artiste,  n«>ver  that  of  a  woman  to  take 
life  linhtlv.  .«^hr  |o:,kcd  a  tra^edientie 
«tr  come(|i«>nne  as  her  m»  mI  \aried,  and 
'"■'■  licart  that  he  must  test.  .No  \\o- 
'•'••n  without  a  Iieart  is  real!\  amusini.': 
•"  •••  ce>-tain  type  of  man.  hecausc  he 
cannot  mak(  her  Milfcr.  lie  d:--u  his 
ehair  a   liMle  closer  to  hers. 
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"Now  I  know  liow  little  you  think  of 
nio.  liow   do  you  liko  niy  motlior  •'" 

"I  ;iin  under  fjreiit  ohli^jitions  to 
your  mother. "  slic  ;ins\vered  hjiu^htily, 
"jiud  I  fiiMl  hei'  very  clever,  ;ind  verv 
heautitui   and    very   eharitahle."' 

"(iood  little  cousin,  how  wise  you 
are!      And   my  father  .-" 

"I  love  vour  falhei',  and  I  wish  the 
day  miii^ht  come  when  I  could  show 
what  i  <(»uld  and  would  do  for  him. 
lie  is  >o  kmd,  so  i,fenei'ous ! "" 

"What  wo  dd  you  sa\  if  I  told  voii 
my  fathci-  It.id  lost  all  his  moiKy  and 
ni\  motlicr  had  lo  take  in  sewiui-'.  and 
I  was  ol»liii-cd  lo  do  farmitiir.  or  some- 
tiii!>";  et|ually  <ilijectionaltle .-  What 
could   \«»u  d(»  for  my  father '*' 

ll  Was  dillicult  I'oi-  him  to  repress  i 
smile  at  th<  lliou<j,lit  of  hi>  mollu-r  lak- 
\\\iX  in  sr-wMii.';  iiowcvcr.  he  turned  awa\ 
aii'ain  to  snr\c\  more  dishes,  (iiimie 
tiioMi^ht  a  nioMien!.  her  little  I'aee  tull  of 
S«'rioUs    leljeetion. 

"I  tiiinl.  1  eoidd  lie  a  ^real  actress; 
and  in  the  d.ixtner  |  could  d<»  the  house- 
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work  and  look  after  inv  aunt  and  uncle 
and  study  my  j)arts,  and  at  night  I  could 
act.  Of  course.  I  shall  have  to  l)e<)in 
with  hunihle  parts,  hut  my  mother  knew 
an  actress  in  Italy  ^  cry  well,  and  she 
told  me  she  would  have  m(^  traim-d  for 
tlie  sta<rc,  and  1  know  she  would  help 
me.  I  will  write  her  at  once  and  lose 
no  time.  She  lives  in  Paris  now.  ^'oa 
see,  vour  mother  has  alwavs  l»eeii  a 
o-reat  lady,  and  she  does  not  know  how 
to  do  any  work.  Hut  1  often  helped 
Felicia  (ook.  Here  you  call  her  my 
maid,  hut  in  Naples  she  and  1  did  all 
the  work  and  washinn^.  and  nursed  mother, 
who  was  never  wt>ll  after  father  left  — " 
'i'he  blood  sulfusiMJ  her  t(>m])les.  It  evi- 
d<Mitlv  pained  her  to  sp(>ak  of  him,  only 
she  was  so  eau'cr  to  show  how  useful  she 
could  he.  Neil's  iilimj)se  into  her  life  in 
N'jiples  almost  eml)arra>N''d  him.    He  rose. 

•'('oiiie.  let  IIS  «;<)  into  the  smokiiifj;- 
room       1   \i-i\v  had  all  I  want." 

She  followed  him  lo  his  private  sane- 
tuiHN  and  .stood  on  the  threshold  a 
moment. 
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"Dc-rt  Itc  frij-litiMU'd!  \o\\  can't 
leave  nte  yet:  we  haven't  settled  nnieli. 
^'on  know  my  t'athev  is  far  from  w(>ll; 
what  can  you  cook  for  him  .-  And  we 
must  have  a  tiny  eotta<j:e,  possibly  two 
rooms  aiul  a  kitchen." 

"'I'hat  doesn't  matter,  ^'our  parents 
will  have  one  hedroom,  and  yon  anfl 
Felicia  can  have  the  other,  and  I  will 
sleep  in  the  kitchen.  I  can  cook  lentils 
and  sausages,  and  sj)inach  and  maca- 
roni, and  oh,  lots  of  good  things!" 

The  vision  was  all  most  stimulating, 
and  in  his  fancy  he  could  see  his  mother 
taking  in  sewing  amid  the  odor  of  len- 
tils and  sausages  and  he  and  l-'elicia 
in  the  other  room.  She  was  all  eaircr- 
ness,  wIk'u  they  were  inferru|>ted  1>\ 
som<'  one  wishing  to  show  him  a  new 
motor  at  the  door. 

"I  don't  think,  (iinnie,  xou  arranired 
th(>  rooms  well.    I''elicia  imglif  not  like  it." 

"Why  should  she  mind  r  Slu'  is  over 
sixty;  hesides  thai,  Italian  peasants  are 
use<l  to  lieing  crowded  up  with  all' kinds 
(tf    people.      They    aren't    a    hit    fus.s\    or 
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particular,  and  slio  would  ho  so  useful 
and  help  your  mother  a  lot  with  the 
sewing." 

"Yes,"  refleetively,  "that  is  true,  oi" 
course,  if  you  are  sure  she  wouldn't 
mind." 

"Sure!" 

The  door  was  closed  and  she  looked 
about   her.     'J'he  room   was  very  luxur- 
ious,   and     lots    of    pretty    i)hoto(,n-aphs 
lay  about;  it  would  be  hard  for  him  to 
give  it  all  up:  but  she  for  her  part  would 
not    nu'ss    anything,    but    rejoice    in    the 
chance  of  proving  her  usefulne' ,s   in  the 
hour  of   trial.     She   longed    to   fling   her 
arms   around    her    uncl(>    and    nunt    and 
tell     them     that      she      knew     nil,     and 
was    delighted    at    the    thought    of    being 
of  service  to  them.      They  were  upstairs 
now   after  their   moiiiing  drive;  she  ran 
to   tin-  door  and   aloiig   the  corridor,    up 
two  steps  at  a  tim(\  alive  with  only  love 
and   gratitude    in    her    heart    toward    the 
V  hole  household,  and  the  world  in  gen- 
eral.     Even    .\eil    needed    her   help  now, 
and  she  forgot  that  he  could  not  sing. 


(HAT  IKK   M 

LADY  BARK  took  ;.  small  lioiisr- 
j)iirty  to  luM-  coiintrv-placc  on 
the  Tliames  for  the  wt'ek-(>ii(i. 
and  invited  all  tlie  elioihle  young  men 
for  \ivien,  with  a  few  j)retty  married 
women  as  decoy-ducks.  Mrs.  \'an  Eh- 
ens,  looking  lovely  in  widow's  half- 
mourning,  was  glad  to  find  Neil  Everett 
next  to  her  at  the  dinner  tahle.  \'ivien 
iXelson  in  virgin  white,  and  looking  as 
triough  she  r«>sented  its  aj)j)ro|)riateness, 
sat  opposite,  flanked  hy  Hamilton  Fitz- 
maurice  and  Reggie  (irant.  Tlie  latter 
Ix^longed  to  what  Lady  Harr  termed 
the  class  of  'Mhe  })nrsned."  lie  c(  r- 
tainly  looked  it,  and  gazed  at  his  food 
as  if  it  should  he  grat<>ful  to  him  for 
swallowing  it.  N'ivien  was  j)leased  with 
her  seat,  and  so  was  Xeil.  who  sat  on 
his  hostess's  left.  Uv  always  delighted 
Ml  her  society,  as  she  was  not  flirtatious 
hut  UM'fid.      Lord  H.irr  was  a  thorouvhlv 
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good  sort,  and  all  men  likod  In.n. 
He  was  a  gentleman,  altliouoli  not  a 
very  interesting  specimen:  the  sort  ot 
man  the  casnal  acc|naintanee  invariahly 
forgot,  and  nnless  he  had  heen  intro- 
dn^ed  to  a  woman  several  times,  slie 
always  said  she  had  never  met  him. 

Lady    15->i'r    ''**^    ftH'ling    trinmphant. 
She    enjoved     spending     Mrs.     Nelson's 
season    money,    and    Neil    had    heen    a 
great    deal    at    the    honse    whiU>    \  ivien 
was    staving    with    Ium-,    and    seemed    to 
like    her    l)etter    all    the    time.     She    leit 
them  alone  together  as  much  as  pos.sd)le. 
and   was  <letermined  to  stop  at    nothmg 
to  make  this  n.ateh.  nnderstanding  Neil 
well,  as  she  did  most  men. 

Mrs.  Van  Ebens  talked  to  him  the 
first  part  of  the  dinner,  mueh  to  the 
annovanee  of  Sir  Creville  K.ne,  who 
loathVd  Neil,  as  many  nice  m(M.  <lid. 
and  she  sang  the  i)raises  of  h.s  (Oiism 
Ginnie.  whom  she  had  met  a  day  or 
two  previously. 

"1    was  not   pre})ared  for  anything  so 
charming.     She  looks  like  an  old  ])aint- 
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i,i(r_I  don't  know  (inito  wliat:  bnt  she 
sn<'-orsts  art  and  poctrv  and  literature 
in  an  unopprcssive  way." 

"1  (juite  agree  witli  you,  and  am  de- 
liolited  at  wlnit  you  say.  She  is  only 
seventeen,  hut  we  have  taken  her  out 
of  school,  as  my  father  is  misera})le 
without  her,  an<l  my  mother  is  l)ringinn' 
her  out  this  season.  She  will  not  go 
out  uuu-h  as  she  is  dreadfully  shy,  hut 
in  lime  th(>  ft-ver  will  consume  her  like 
the  rest  of  you.  The  Hatti'iy  and  tiie 
power  are  so  entrancing.  All  you  wo- 
men live  on  it." 

He  smiled  at  her  with  open  admira- 
tion. Muriel  met  him  on  his  own 
<»roun<l. 

"As  long  as  we  don't  starve  we  nmsl 

he  satisfied," 

•"S  ou  talk  in  conundrums." 

'"rhat  is  a  l)romid<"  remark!  Every 
one  finds  what  they  look  for  in  life,  and 
von  tiud     riddles,  in  your  })rcsent  mood." 

*'  Do  you  really  helieve  we  get  what  we 
look  for.  1  wonder:'"  Ik-  raised  his 
head  in  thought. 
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"I  not  only  l)elieve  that."  t,.ntiniuMl 
Muriol,  "but  "that  wo  injnre  onr  s})iritual 
vision  wluMi  wf  search  for  tliin^^s  that  arc 
sordid  and  nnworthy.  Alter  nil  it  is 
hahit  that  deterniines  what  we  aim  lor. 
Yon  fool  yonrsolf  so  mnch." 

"Bnt   i   don't  want  to  conic  cropjHMs 

all  the  time." 

"Whv  arc  yon  afraid  of  croi)])ers? 
Croppers  are  wholesome;  not  darinf]:  to 
clind)  hi<ih  is  what  does  ns  harm  and 
leaves  our  mental  nniseles  flabln  •  ' 

"You  certainly  arc  a  stranfjje  and   m- 
terestinrr    ])crson!     Hut    we    arc    off    the 
track.      We   were   talkin-jj   about    (iinnie. 
I  ain  delijrhtcd  that  you  take  an  inl(>rcst 
in   the  child,  and  I  wish  yon   would   take 
her  in  hand  a  little.     She  needs  friends, 
and  to  be  educated   up  to  cultivatinfj:  the 
froth  of  life.       She  di<js   too  deep  for  all 
her  s(Misations;  you    know.    Muriel,   how 
licrhllv  our  ])lcasurcs  Hoat;    it  is  folly  to 
examine  what   lies  beneath  them.     That 
is  the  secret  of  happiness." 

A  shade  of  pain  momentarily  distorted 
her  usually  traiKjuil   f(^dnres   b(>fore  she 
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replied  lifrhtly,  "Of  whose  luippiness? 
But  to  return  to  your  cousin- Ginnie,  if 
vou  ask  uie.  a  <iirl  witli  tluit  faee  and 
eharaeter  can  before  lon<i  teacb  most 
])eoi)le  slu>  uicets  pretty  nnich  anything 
she  means  to.  At  present  slie  is  only  a 
cre(luU)Us  child.  Hy  the  way,  are  you 
not  ashamed  to  have  |)layed  the  trick  on 
her  that  you  did  last  week,  telling  her 
ahoiit  yoiir  mother  taking  in  sewing? 
It  was  wicked." 

Neil  threw  back  his  liead  with  delighted 


laughier. 


"It  was  splendid.  Can't  you  picture 
Mother  sewing  uiunentionahles  for  all 
her  smart  friends  in  London,  and  Felicui 
and  1  doing  Darby  and  Joan  in  the  other 
room?  only  Felicia's  taste  was  con- 
sulted, please  observe!  the  adored  Felicia. 
And  l)Oor  Father,  who  can  with  the  great- 


living   on 


est  difficulty  digest  a  crumh 
sausages  and  lentils  cooked  by  the  Orien- 
tal vision  in  a  ])ink  pinafore!  If  she 
grew  angrv  \.ith  me  she  would  throw  the 
])an  of  hot  fat  in  my  face,  1  am  -ure! 
However.  'alFs  well  that  ends  n\(11.'      She 
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rushed  up  to  Motlur  Jiiter  .ny  talc  of  \vo<' 

they  had  before  heeii  on  Jiiost  formal 

terms— clasped  Mother  l)y  instalments 
in  her  arms  and  soLKed  out  symjiath.y 
and  promises,  and  repeated  the  per- 
formance to  Father,  a  hile  Mother  was 
lrvin<;  to  decide  which  asylum  to  send 
her  t^o.  Fancy  Mother's  feelinos  wh(>n 
she  said,  '  ^Ve  will  do  lots  of  work  together 
am^  earn  lots  of  money,  for  I  can  help  do 
your  sewing,  Neil  told  me.'  There  the 
cat  jum|)ed  out  of  the  hag.  Mothei'  is 
not  easily  aniised.  i'Uf  she  was  then." 

"Yes,  your  mother  was  very  funny 
al)Ou1  iu  IhI  die  was  touched  hy  the 
child's  <roo(lness  oi  heart,  and  keenness, 
;niil  real  gratitude.  >h<-  ft't>ls  now  she 
can't  do  enough  for  her,  an;!  has  almost 


foro-iven  her  for  not  luMtig  a 


1)<»V." 


"Oh.  r-ither!  \'ou  see  what  a  good 
turn  1  have  ilone  (onnie.  how  1  luive 
cemented  1mm-  to  mother's  lieait,  all 
through 

"Curiosity !-" 

"Fxaetlv,  curiosity." 

Ladv  Barr  touched  Neil's  hand   with 
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Uvr  fan.  "Vou  liavc  lalkrd  to  Muriel 
(juitc  (Mioiiiili,  tell  luc  about  your  cousin 
(;innio.  1  liear  she  has  a  lovely  voice 
;incl  lioiire,  and  I  want  you  to  bring  her  to 
lunch  with  nie  one  day  next  week  in 
Berkeley  Scjuare.  There  are  one  or  two 
men  dyino-  to  meet  her  before  she  is 
spoiled  l)y  society.     What  does  she  look 

like?"' 

'•That  is  rather  hard  to  define.  The 
sort  of  person  that  never  slips  univ-ticed 
throu<'li  a  crowd,  not  ))ecause  she  is 
'neatitiful  laroe  or  small,  but  one  always 
feels  (iinnie  is  there.  She  has  infimte 
teiiilern«'ss,  and  I  never  knew  a  woman 
to  have  the  real  thing  before." 

"I  can  close  n-.y  eyes  and  see  her. 
Mind  vou  l)rit'.g  her  on  Wednesday. 
!iv  the  \\av.  I  must  congratulate  you  on 
vour  spe(>cii  last  night.  They  tell  me 
you  have  a  future,  even  your  enemies, 
;is  I  attach  some  importance  to  the  report. 
Vour  sjiec'  !i  did  not  sound  like  a  turn- 

coat  s. 

"What  a  labid  Free  Trader  you  are!" 
"So  are  vo'i.  at  heart." 
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"Hut  what  future  liavc  thovr" 

"  For  lioavcu's  sake  don't  let  any  of 
tlicse  men  liear  you!  What  prin('i)3les 
j^uide  you,  Neil  r  'Fhey  hate  you  enou^di 
in  the  house  as  it  is.  I  wouhl  liate  you 
too,  onlv  1  \u\\"  all(»\v  myself  to  hate 
any  one.  Kvery  hate  is  a  handieap  or  a 
\vrinkle;    and  you  interest  ine." 

*' Yes.  I  know,  hut  you  could  never 
he  fond  of  nie  r" 

"No,  an<l  that  is  v.hv  vuu  like  to  eonie 

■  It 

here   and    feel   safe.     I    can't    think   any 
one  would  <rrow   fond  of  \«)U  unless  thev 


were  very  youn<i;. 


"  P(Mhaj)s    not." 

They  sat  silent.  <  liuiie's  face  rose  up 
before  him,  and  he  felt  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  atfe<tion  he  had  ever  felt. 
What  would  it  feel  like  to  have  the  love 
of  a  woman  like  that  .-  w  ho  would  fry 
sausages  and  lentils  as  n^hidly  ;.s  wear  the 
most  heautiful  tiara  n  London.  What 
could  he  do  to  make  her  fond  of  hiiu  ? 
l,ad\   liair  int<'rniptc(l  hi:;  reverie. 

"I  can't  wait  uniil  Wednesday.  <"an 
\()u   not   motor  up  to  London  to-morrow 
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and  brinfj;  your  tousin  (linnie  back  to  us 
for  hiiuh  :-  1  am  ini}Kitient  to  see  her." 
The  idea  pleased  Neil.  He  deter- 
mined to  begin  his  eoncinest  at  onee,  and 
looked  forward  to  the  struggle. 


(  IlAPTEl'   MI. 


STAMIOLMK  PARK  looked  its 
lov(>li('st  to  Neil  tlijit  Sunday  iiioni- 
iii^  ill  early  May.  with  l'\  licia  and 
llic  cliauH'cur  :is  clia jx-roncs.  and  (iiiinie 
l)v  his  side,  radiant  willi  dehirht  and 
blissfully  unconscious  of  his  inal>ilitv  to 
drive  a  car.  .\eil  had  overcome  his 
mother's  ideas  of  proprietv  in  takin<i-  his 
cou>iii  to  Lady  l>ari",s  for  lunch  \\it!-;ti!t 
..  chaj)ei()ii<\  'riirouiih  intricale,  point- 
less argument  h(>  had  u  heedled  hi>  j)arents 
into  l)elieviii«^  it  was  the  clianc<'  of  her 
life,  without  heiiio-  ahle  to  prove  why  to 
either,  and  he  had  made  (iinnie  feel  he 
was  a  ( iood  Samaritan,  hefriendiim'  her  in 
a  desert  she  Aas  ahout  to  enter.  lie 
told  her  it  was  her  duly  to  ^o.  a>  Lad\ 
hair  IK  ((led  .in  extra  (.,nrl,  and  poor  little 
(iinnie  was  loo  ^reen  to  know  that  never 
in  Kiin-laiid  is  an  extra  ^irl  needed.  He 
assured  Ik  r  she  \\rv{{  not  l»'-sli\.as  she 
wcnild   he  the  prettiest   woman  there,  and 
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tli;it  T.ady  B;iit  and  Mrs.  Van  El)ens 
\\(M'(>  liis  dearest  friends,  and  wonld  he  as 
nice  as  possible  to  lier:  indeed,  lie  only 
liojx'd  slie  wonld  not  he  spoiled. 

(iiiuiie  drank  it  all  in.  and  hy  the  time 
they  reached  then^ate  was  as  k<'en  for  Ihm' 
lirst  glimpse  of  soci(>ty  as  he  was  to  in- 
troduce her.  'I'hey  whi/./ed  nj)  the  aveinie 
ot  elm  trees  and  dvcw  up  under  the  vine- 
chul  poi'te-cochere. 

Lady  iiai'r  and  Mi's.  \';in  Lhens  were 
playini;  croipiet  with  a  couple  of  men. 
and  came  forward  lo  nirct  lliein.  ( linnic 
looked  up  shyly  at  Ihcm  hotli.  and  with 
a  <|uick  impul>e  fell  thai  >hiricl  was  Ik  r 
fiicnd.  She  still  clnii'i'  l«)  her  iiand  ai'ter 
IIm'  wclcoiiic  exiendcd  lo  lier.  'LIh>  see'il 
o|  spriun  llowcf.s  w;i>  >li-oiio  ill  th(.  jiir. 
and  helow  ihi-m  llie  silver  thread  of  water 
was  ali\c  with  voit(  >  nf  liap|»iness  and 
l;iiii:!iler.  She  fell  dund)  with  uratiludt 
Inr  lia\in^-  sim|»l\  seen  il.  Neil,  as 
.d\\a\s.  a  spectator  of  life,  walched  her 
(  ui"i<)ii«.|\ . 

I'elicia,  in  a  whirl  of  c\<  ilenit  iil ,  liad 
dressed    (linnic   for    hnn  h    in    a    •  lin^dn^ 
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wliito  i-\\'\)v  (licss.  with  a   Imncli  of  ^Gar- 
denias   at    hvv    Itrcast.    t  X(|iiisit('    in    licr 
sinij)licity.      As  slic  walked  into  \\\v  din- 
iiii'-roorn    all    eves    were    upon    her.      She 
sat  Ix'tuccn  Lord  Han- and  '.ir^iii(>  ( irant. 
Ilcr  cliarni    i'or  old    ]\\v\\    was   fatal,   and 
before   the    meal    was   over   hei-   host    was 
praetieailv  at   her  f»'et.      Mr.   (irant    was 
a    little   frinhttMK'd.      She   did    not    belong- 
to  the  ranks  of  the  pursuers,  and  he  \n 
lon<!;ed    to    the   ranks   of   the   "pursued. 
Iluntiuju  was  the  only  tliiny-  to  hin;  that 
made    life     worth     living,    and    .>he    dis- 
a'.n'eed     with     him    al)ont     it.      What     a' 
odd   iiirll      She  said   she  could    never   re- 
-.peet  any  man  whose  chief  joy  it  was  to 
kill,  and  told  him  she  lt«  'ieved  ;ill  jx'ople 
had    guardian    angels    and    ihe   spirits   ol 
the   dca<l    watching-  oxer  them. 

"  \()U  make  me  feel  <|uilc  ci'eej)\." 
lie  lau;;hed  an<l  >>liuddcicd  ncrvoUNly. 
"I  should  hate  to  think  that.  Horrid 
unsetlle<l   spirits   aliout    one!" 

She  turucti  her  ^Mcal  serious  eys  upon 
him   Willi  a   look  ol   <j;<'MU;ue  coiiiempt. 

"  ll     \ou    ar{     afraiil    of    tin     dead     \oii 
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sliould  hv  afniid  to  live.  T  suppose  you 
nvc  ;i  type.  Noil  said  1  sliould  meet 
all  typos." 

"\»\s,  I  sup|)oso  I  am."  ho  uiurtuurod 
huiiihly.  and  tuniod  to  \'ivion  N(>lson, 
wlio  sat  watcliiiiii'  witli  curvod  lip,  try- 
ing to  u'loan  wliat  slio  could  for  n'jx'ti- 
tion.  She  was  a  woman  who  novor 
listonod  from  (Mllior  sympathy  or  intor(>st. 
Itnl  sololv  for  llio  market  she  could  make 
of  oalhercil  information.  In  other  words. 
>lic  was  a  "si  lall  talker,"  anxious  to 
harxost. 

I.adv   Rarr  would   not   list(Mi  to  (iinnie 
o-oino-  hack  to   London  after  lunch.     She 
l)e<r(r,.(|    her    to    sta\    the    nielli,   as  tlu'ro 
\v;is    lo    Ix'   some    nmsjc    in    the    evening, 
:ind     Mr.     |-'it/maurice    wanted     to    </\\c 
]\vr  a    |)nntinii:  lesson,  and    Neil   to  show 
iicr  flic  villa;.M-  <hurch.      I.ortl    Harr  was 
Hire  >lic  would    he  infen  >tod    in   his  col- 
lection of  Itirds"  OLIOS,  so  all  coiisidi-rod. 
she    \\;iN    picvailcd    upon    1<»    remain    on 
111.'    condilion     liial     Lord     I'rosl     would 
not     lie     alone.      She     telephoned     nj)     to 
London     and     found     thai      Ladv     i'rost 
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\v;is  (liiiiiif;  at  lioiiio  witli  liiitu  so.  in 
a  l)<)rro\vo(l  teji-<i<)\\  ii.  (iiimi(>  a|)})('ar('(l 
at  Iicr  first  diiiiuM'  j)arty.  U)V  which 
several  |)e()j)le  had  motored  (h)\\ii  I'rotn 
liOiidoii.  She  swept  into  tlie  draw- 
inyf-rooni.  almost  the  last,  in  fiesh-eol- 
ored  ehill'on  trimmed  with  wild  roses, 
hei-  dark  hair  coiled  low  on  her  neck. 
Her  sn(>j)le  fi^nre  showed  tliront^h  the 
clonds  of  tlnfV.  and  she  woi'c  no  other 
jewels  than  the  two  >j)arklin^'  o'eins  (Jod 
had  })laced  in  liei-  head.  After  dinner 
several  men  asked  to  !)e  pr<'sented.  and 
1)\  the  time  the  nmsic  had  l)e<>im  she 
had  appropriated  a  hinli  chair  in  one 
collier  (»l  the  room,  snrronnded  l)y  a 
small  conrt.  discnssinii'  art  and  the  cro})s 
with  e(|nal  facility.  Neil  ha<l  <'\presse(l 
it  (oirectly.  It  was  her  infinite  tender- 
ness that  attracted  one  and  all.  Who 
conld  hnt  feel  it  .'  llw  footman  and 
the  honsemaid  came  nndcr  the  spell. 

I'eople  W("re  moxiiii^  ahont  and  re- 
settling themselves  hefore  the  nm^ic  Lc- 
^r.in.  All  tlu'  electric  lights  were  Ini'iicd 
out  and  onl\    two  fandlcs  linrnc'l  on  the 
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staije,  tlirowiiiiT  tlicir  oliostlv  flicker  over 
the  1)<)\V(>(1  head  of  the  tra<ii('  hero  of 
tlie  Ballade  ties  l)eses])eres.  As  the 
violin  and  voice  interprettnl  the  j)athetie 
tale  of  de  Musset,  and  the  har|)-strin<is 
(juivered  in  lon<i;  broken  chords  of  sweet- 
est mysterv  and  sorrow,  all  the  andience 
snrrendered  theinst>lves  to  the  sjx^ll  of 
svinj)athv  \\oven  hy  Heiiihei-'s  wond- 
rons  music.  When  in  the  end  th<  Aniicl 
of  Death  took  the  man  who  had  prayecl 
for  (lie  life  of  his  do^-.  th.il  one  li\ino' 
ci'cature  mi"-'!!!  he  left  to  mourn  him. 
(iinni»  conld  no  ionu'ci'  control  her  so!)s. 
Mortified  as  sli(»  felt  when  the  lights 
were  aaain  turned  on.  she  was  tnate- 
full\  conscious  of  the  >\iujiatliy  of  Ham- 
ilton I'itzmauricc.  who  :>:\\  beside  her. 
And  sht>  >liivered  as  >he  said  to  him. 
"How  near  the  dead  st-cm  I"  \\r  was 
about  to  make  sou:.'  answer  thoi"oUii,hly 
m  louch  with  hei'  mood,  when  he  was 
hojtch'ssly  distracted  by  a  lonoin^r  look 
from  (irantlr\-  ;it  the  cuipty  chair  on 
tiie  other  side. 

"'rii.if    is  crrlniriK    mar\('llons  nnisic!" 
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he  observed.  "I  feel  like  he^nimin^' 
again  where  de  Musset  left  ort'.  careless 
fellow,  and  writing  more  ballads  about 
the  little  dog.  I  feel  a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  that  little  dog,  and  1  expect 
it  had  a  long  }ellow  body  with  a  curly 
tail  and  a  black  nose." 

"O  don't,   don't!"   exclaimed   (iinnie, 
smiling  through  her  tears. 

(irantley    could    no    longer    resist    the 
temptation    of    edging    near    them,      lie 
stood  and  listene<l  to  her  laugh  :it  some 
of    Hamilton's    nonsense.     She    had    the 
sweetest  laughter  in  the  world,  the  physi- 
cal mirth  with  the  note  of  sadness  in  it. 
as    if    wiiat(>vcr    joy    <'ame    to    her    was 
gratefully     appreciated.       (Irantley     had 
never  asked   to   be   introduced   to  a    wo- 
man   before,    but    th(>    time    was    flying, 
and  he  !ooke<l  ai)pc;ilingly  Jd   Hamilton, 
who  lu-etended  not  to  see  him.  and  t)uly 
talked    more  <'arnestly   and   looked    more 
tenderly.      W   hist   he   had    m(M-cy   on    his 
friend,    and    said    to    (iiniiic    in    a    loud 
voice  so  that   Ih-iiic  could  not  help  hear- 
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"There  is  a  poor  iiiifortuiiate  devil 
here  to-ni<jjht  nobody  wants  to  speak  to, 
standinir  alone  lookin*;  at  me  with  envv, 
hatred  atid  inaliee.  With  yonr  kind 
nature  I  know  you  will  allow  him  to  he 
presented  to  you  and  throw  him  a  few 
words. 

"Of  eourse.  I  shall  he  d(*li<>:hte(i  to 
meet  anv  friend  of  vours.  Wliat  is  his 
troul)le  ?" 

IL'imilfon  in  convulsions  called  Bertie, 
and  carefully  omittiufi;  his  name,  said 
with  a  flourish  of  his  ri<;lit  hand  as 
(irantley  stood  hefore  her: 

"Miss  Allerti.  will  you  allow  me  to 
present  mv  friend !'  Bertie,  she  asked 
me  what  your  trouble  was.  hut  I  thou<>-ht 
you  c-ould  (^xplain  it  hctt(T  yourself." 
With  a  l(>w  how  to  fhc  vision  in  the 
hiiih-lcicked  chair  he  left  the  two  alone 
and  (lisaj)j)ea?>  d  in  the  i)ack  of  the  room. 

(irantlrv  flnsli(M|  to  the  roots  of  his 
hair,  and  would  have  ^iven  anythinir 
ho  possessed  to  shake*  Hamilton,  (iinnie 
turned  several  sha<les  of  red  l)(>fore  she 
resumed  h*  r  normal  pallor.     SIk    looked 
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up   so   sweetly    at   him    as    slie   extended 
her    hand    '\n    welcome    that    he    almost 
wished    he   had   a    trouble   to   confess   at 
her   knee  and   receive  her   blessinf^   and 
forgiveness.     However,    they    soon    were 
talking  together  quite  easily,  first  about 
the  mu:  .%  then  about  abstract  subjects 
as    if    they    had    known    each    other    all 
their    lives,    although    she    still    had    no 
idea  who  he  was.     Her  mind  was  very 
retentive   of   anything   slie    had   seen   or 
heard,    and    her   knowledge   of    art    and 
literature    extraordinary    for    a    girl    so 

young. 

"How  came  you  to  know  so  much 
about  the  joys  and  beauties  of  life  at 
your  age.-"  he  asked.  "I  am  sure  the 
.  asic  lo-night  has  conveyed  more  to 
you  than  to  any  one  else  here." 

"Ah,  yes,  it  said  much  to  me.  I 
love  all  things  beautiful,  and  what  we 
love  we  learn  to  find."  She  put  her 
head  on  one  side  and  looked  up  into  his 
serious  young  face,  confident  of  sym- 
pathy. "Don't  you  think  so  too?" 
"You    have   been    much   with   grown 
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people  in  your  childhood,  one  *  an  see. 
Your  early  youth  was  not  played  away." 

"  No,  indeed/'  she  said  wistfully, 
"not  played  away."  TIhmi  with  a  sud- 
den cfl'ort  at  cheei-i'uhiess  she  continued: 
"I  will  tell  you  about  myself,  and  then 
you  must  tell  ine  about  yourself.  I  like 
you  •  name,  llertie,  so  nmcli.  It  is  such 
a  pretty  name.  My  mother  had  a  beau- 
tiful \i\rr  fuzzy  Persian  cat  called  Bertie." 

"Indeed;  I  am  glad  you  have  [)leas- 
ant  associations  with  the  name." 

"On  the  contrary,  I  haven't  wiih  the 
cat.  It  bit  me  and  finallv  died  in  a  fit. 
Hut  I  liked  the  name  and  always  said 
my  fir.'-t   cliild  should  be  called  Bertie." 

"How  unfortunate  about  that  beau- 
tiful fuzzy  cat!  My  people  ar(>  all  very 
stroun-,  ;,,i(j  the  famih  n«  er  was  <>iven 
to  fits.  1  hope  to  redeem  my  oood 
name." 

SIu>  laughed  (l(>ligjite<ny,  catching  the 
nierriuK'ut  in  his  eyes. 

"Come  now.  Miss  Allerti,  tell  me  about 
yourself.  I  ixnow  vou  were  brought  up 
ill  Italy.      What  elsi'.-" 
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Slie  crossed  one  knee  li<rlvrly    .ver  the 
other,    and   i'ron.    l.eneMh    tlu"    miller    ot 
lace  nnd   ehifloi.   there  peeped   the   tno^t 
hcautiful    Hlth'  foot   and   ankU    (irantle.- 
had  ever  seen.     'i'h<'  -di])l.er  was  several 
sizes   too   lar-e   and    only    held    on   witli 
difficnltv    l.v   kee]>ii.<:    th.e   toe    ui>iurned. 
It  sndd'enlv  fell  ott'  after  lier  ch.n.-e  oi 
position.      With    l)erfeet    uneonscionsness 
siie  slipi)ed   her   foot   into   it   aoain,   only 
remarkino-.  thai  "borrowed  phinirs.  how- 
over  lovelv,   did   not    ahvavs  fit."       1  hen 
she  told   iiim   siniplv  ahont  her  poverty 
and    the    hard    work    of    her    childhood. 
She  had  occasionally  acted  herself,  and 
loved  the  crreat  Italian  tragedienne,  ^\mc. 

"I   have  heard  of  her."  Ite  said,      hut 
have  never  met  her." 

-Yon  have  something  to  I'.ve  tor, 
then'"  exclaimed  (iinnie,  clasping  lier 
hands  in  ecstacy.  "When  I  sang  in  ih.e 
streets  heeanse  we  were  hungry  and  my 
mother  was  ill,  yon  cannot  think  ■•vhal  a 
friend  Mme.  H.  was  to  us.  Slie  stoi)ped 
i„  h,.,  ,,nTiagc  to  hear  me  the  first  time. 
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;m<i  tlir  second  tiiiK  she  \\;is  })assing  she 
ujiitcd  until  I  bad  linisbed  and  drove  nie 
lidinc  to  niy  nio*'  ".  Slu-  looked  so 
io\('h  and  "•i'-h.  and  her  clotlies  were  .so 
<ir;i(<'l'nl  and  soft.  I  don't  know  whv  J 
tell  vou  all  this  but  1  su|)pose  it  is 
l)(>('aiis(  I  lerl  that  you  too  have  known 
trouMe.  .ind  like  me  know  what  it  is  to 
!)<■  an   outcast." 

'.rhe  Duke  winced,  hut  dinnie  did  not 
see  it  Hamilton's  joke,  which  at  lirst 
had  distinctlv  annoved  him,  was  certainlv 
lirin.uinn'  lijni  almost  ( mbarrassing  con- 
rtdeiM-es    and  a  very  di^licious    iriendship. 

"J'ben  did  your  mother  and  the  actress 
become   friends?" 

"\es.  from  tliat  day.  I  wtMit  out  of 
the  room  for  a  little  wliile,  and  when  1 
cnm<'  back  I  found  them  crying  in  each 
otbei's  arms.  ^Ou  must  meet  Mme.  R. 
to  know  A\li;:t  a  trulv  <>reat  ladv  is  like.  If 
1  were  in  distress  1  woidd  rather  go  to  her 
tban  to  any  one  in  the  whole  world.  Sli(> 
•>eems  to  reacb  out  to  })oor  humanity  and 
try  to  give  it  what  she  nmst  have  missed 
in   life,  and — ()  bow  slie  makes  one  t  r\ 
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at  tlic  theatre!  If  I  liave  to  work  again 
for  my  liviiio'  1  inean  to  he  an  aetress.  I 
eonldn't   l)e;ir  to  l»e  idle,  eonUI  yonr" 

She  hjoked  nj)  into  hi.-  bewildered  face. 
CjiiaiitU'V  had  forgotten  tiie  room  and  its 
|)(M)j)le.      lie  was  in  Italy,  throwing  j)en 
nies  to  a  child  singing  in  tlie  .>tr<-ets.  sing- 
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len  slie 

had  fini>hed  he  was  throwini"  his  entire 
inetinu'  and  was  rcadv  to  mort^iair*'  his 
lionse.  (iiiinie'.'.  lack  of  resei've  and 
s(df-eonseionsnes.^  ratiier  fii<;litene(l  him. 
He  had  j>ried  more  deejdy  into  li<'r  life 
than  he  meant  to.  She  was  oid\  pi.md 
of  tin-  eon«jni>t  over  mi>e)\.  How  nianv 
people  would  have  been  ashamed  of  it! 
He  treiuLlcd  for  lici-  future  ami  Iki-  lone- 
linos  in  England,  whcresueh  a  tempera- 
ment is  hardly  understood.  Il  would 
mislead  nine  men  out  of  leu.  She  laid 
her  hand   iiiipulsiv«ly   on   hi>. 

"l''orgiv(  uir  if  I  lia\<'  tal\rd  too  niu<  h. 
Iliert  w  as  xMMcl lim<'  aliou!  \(»u  madr  me 
like  \oll   .it  <Mi< c.   .Mr.   Ihllic."" 

Ho  snnlcd  and  withdrew  his  hand,  iml 
kept    his   »yes   li.\ed   on   her   face.      "' \  ou 
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arc  a  very  wondori'iil  cliild.  Voii  have 
put  oxy^(Mi  into  my  liiiios.  1  nmst  meet 
your  Mme.  R.  I  liave  not  misunderstood 
von.  Evervtliini;  vou  liave  said  to  me  is 
a  seeret  between  us."  (Jrantley  leaned 
close  to  her.     She  drew  hack  (jui<kly. 

'*Il  makes  my  head  swim  so  dreadfully 
to  be  very  near  j)coj)lc  I  like.  Does 
yours  never  do  that  .-"" 

She  drew  a  short  little  bicath  and 
smiled  uj)  at  him  with  such  innocent 
pleasure  that  he  felt  asiiam<(l  of  himself, 
and  evading  an  answer,  said: 

"\()nr  uncle  is  a  very  culliva'ed  man. 
I  thi?ik  you  \\  ill  deli<ihl  "u  talkin*,^  to  him. 
I  nni>t  rim  in  and  see  him  a<,^•un  when  I 
find  time.     ^ On  and  1  arc  friends  already." 

Just  at  that  moment  Mrs.  \an  Kbens 
came  up  and    joined   them. 


lil 


( iiAF'iEU  vm. 


YOl'  iiiust  not  luiiid  my  iiitorrunt- 
iii<;'  you  l>otli.  l)ut  it  will  sjivo  luy 
uritiuii'  notes  it'  you  will  both 
conic  and  dine  with  nic  on  Monda'^  uiii'lit. 
I  am  ^'oin^r  to  have  a  s  )rt  of  vaudeville 
entertainment  in  m\  diawinii'-room  after 
tlinner." 

(irantlev  >aid  lie  liad  not  an  enii'iiii'e- 
inefit  for  the  next  ten  years  that  could  not 
he  hroken  for  such  an  enterlainmenl. 
Muriel   laujrhed   softlv. 

llou  nice  you  always  arc.  Bertie! 
Hut  you  know  how  careful  I  am  that  you 
are  never  to  he  hored  in  my  house!"' 

'*Miu<'  always  has  heeii  a  "grateful 
nature/'  he  said,   risino;  a  trifle  late. 

Muriel  an<l  (iinnie  walked  upstairs  en 
route  for  hcd.  arm  in  arm, 

"  \\  ho  is  thai   n!<'c  man.   nerlie.'" 

"().  I'm  ■<)  ijlad  \ou  hkc  him,  Mi.ss 
Allcrli.  hecau-c  I  ;  ni  dexoled  ti)  him! 
lie   i'-    1,1'     ideal.    1    think,   of  an    Kn<di>h 
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gentloniaii.  Wrv  clc'ver  too,  it"  !ie  would 
aj)j)ly  liiiiiscit"  seriously  to  a  career,  and 
so  unspoiled.  lie  had  a  verv  remarkable 
uiotlier;  the  Duchess  of  (irautlev  was  not 
ouly  ;•  wouiau  of  rare  tasciiuitiou,  hut  of 
great  iidlueuce  foi'  good,  liertie  misses 
her  dreadluIK.  He  has  never  iioiu'  aiiv- 
w  hci'c  much  since  her  death."* 

'*  So  lie  is  a  duk<>I" 

"^"         \\hat  did  you  think  he  was.-"' 

"Why.  I  hardly  know.  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice  told  mc  he  was  a  sort  of  an  out- 
cast." 

Muriel  was  highly  auuis(>d.  "Really, 
Hamilton  I'il/.mauricc  is  inct)ri'igil)lel 
(irantlcy  is  Uiore  run  after  than  any  man 
in  London,  and  all  the  scheming  uuimuuis 
are  panting  for  him.  IJesides,"  she  said, 
dropping  he)'  voice,  "this,  my  dear,  is 
not  a  house  w  here  one  is  a})t  to  meet  oul- 
easts: 

She  kissed  the  girl  good -night  just  as 
Lady  ISarr  <  ame  up  to  hand  them  each  a 
candK'. 

La(l\  l>an'  f«tllo\\ed  \  i\ien  \el>on  into 
In  r  i(»«»m. 
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"I  hope  vow  will'not  he  distiirhod  bv 
Neil  Evn-ctt's  midin'olit  \v;ilks.  He  tells 
me  lie  rclieiirsos  ;iil  his  spoi'ciies  tramping 
iij)  and  down  hct'oic  an  iinaginiry  andi- 
cncc,  and  as  lie  s])<>aks  to-iiioi-i'ow  in  tlic 
llonso  I  treniltie  lor  yon." 

"  Xo,  I  don't  hear  liini,  and  it  ^ivcs  v)n(' 
a  nice  >alc  feeding'  to  know  tliat  in  case 
of  (iic  or  linrii'lars  a  man  is  near.  I  am  so 
drcadi'nlh  tiniick"  She  shook  her  lai'ii'e 
body  in  anticipation  ol   horrors. 

I^ady  liarr  had  seated  her>ell'  on  a  low 
ehair  in  Ironl  of  \  ivien's  tempting'  fire, 
and   .slowly   l»eii,aii    taking-  oil'    her  jewels. 

"It  sonnds  very  woildly  foi-  luc  lo  talk 
to  you  in  this  way.  \  ivien.  dear,  l»n*  you 
mioht  as  well  leali/e  thai  yon  are  the  only 
match  in  London  that  l,ady  l"ro>t  wants 
lor  Neil,  and  the  one  woman  he  should 
marr\.  lie  is  onl\  llirtinu'  with  his 
cousin  as  a  l»lind  and  \  on  ically  must 
make  some  ell'ort  now  lo  Itntii;'  tliin?;s  to 
a  point.  He  nni.st  he  made  |o  ice!  that 
he   has  compromised    you   in   his  seHish- 
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t'  ighis  however  pjisscd  tliroii<>;li  lior 
I. cad  tliaii  aiiyoiK' i^avc  lici' credit  lor,  and 
bt'lorc  Lady  Barr  had  kissed  hei-  <i,-ood- 
iii<>ht  hci'  iiiiiid  was  T;ia(h>  up. 

It  was  not  h)nii:  hcl'orc  \  ivien  licard 
Xeil's  footstc  j)s  <i'oin^'  to  his  room  and  tlu' 
lockinv  of  his  door.  She  scrutini/cd 
hcrsch  (loM'ly  liet'or<  her  niiiroi'.  as  she 
e()inl)e<|  out  her  lowj-  !»h>nd  hair.  A  soli 
'\vor//c  ('r  lit"  covered  her  lihnv  ni;«lit- 
gown.  She  saw  h^  i>eH'  as  slic  was,  and 
she  e\i  n  reah/ed  that  she  owed  !ier  virtue 
to  lack  of  moral  courai-c.  Hut  now  she 
was  desperate.  Iii>-  mother  wanted  it: 
her  motlicr  wanted  it.  and  she  wanted 
it;  and  \i\ien  had  Leen  l>rou<iht  up  to 
fc(d  that  whatever  she  wanted  was  a 
iK'cessitv.  Finances  wcr«'  at  a  verv  low 
el)h:  tradrsj)e(»j)le  \.eio  lH)theriii<^"  her 
for  their  money,  and  it  vexed  her  to  see 
sexcral  of  Iter  les>  fashionahle  friends 
(  i^ai^cd  l)("H.re  hci".  So  she  determined 
to  (ompromise  herself  with  Neil  at  what- 
v\vv  cost  to  hci'  <i,(>od  name;  for< c  him 
to  mari\  her  1»\  fryin<j  'o  aj)ptal  to  his 
senses.      The    brute   in    him   was   always 
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apparent  iiiidci-  the  polished  iiianiieis  and 
smart  ( lothes. 

She  (h-ew  onf  the  ninshn  curtain  from 
her  (h'<'ssin^-l;il)h',  j)repared  a  jii^"  of 
water  aiui  hhuiket  to  throw  oxer  it,  and 
then  d<'liherately  set  fire  to  it.  She  ran 
over  on  tiptoe  to  Neil's  door,  and  called 
"!''irel  I'irel"  Neil  rnshed  to  the  res- 
cMc.  X'ivieii  was  alr«'ady  ponrin^-  water 
on  the  tlanies.  which  had  crept  up  faster 
than  she  had  anticipated.  He  tore  oil' 
liis  coat  and  extint^nished  the  icst,  after 
which  she  fell  on  Ihe  floor  at  his  feet  as  if 
in  a  faint.  'I'he  eandle-h«i!d  tlickered 
across  her  face  and  hare  throat,  and  the 
cajH'  of  o()|(|("ii  curls  half  cover<  d  her  amis. 
They  were  alone  ((»i;(tlier.  Neil  enjovtd 
watchiiii''  her;  (here  was  no  hnii\  hriiiii- 
inj^'  her  to;  all  wonu-ii  fainted  iriore  or 
less,  and  came  to  safely.  Ili  knell  down 
i)eside  her.  and  laid  his  hand  on  her  heait. 
She  opened  her  eyes  slowly,  and  stri'tclu  ti 
out  her  hand  lowai'd  him. 

"  ^()U  have  saved  my  lifel  How  (an  i 
thank  you,  Mr.  Mvcrett  .'  " 

"Don't  mention  it,'  he  answeicd  cold- 
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Iv.  "There  was  reallv  no  (laiifjer.  I 
suppose  you  wvrv  i'rigli tenet],  but  not 
hurt,  I  liope .-" 

"No  not  Inirt,  })ut  dreadfully  fri^'litened, 
and  I  feel  teirified  ii.ow  and  shaking  all 
ovei". 

"Had  I  better  eall  Lady  Harrr" 

"  C)  no,  I  shall  i)e  (piite  calm  in  a  min- 
ute." 

"  Hut  then  it  would  look  odd,  if  any  one 
w(>re  to  pass  your  door  and  hear  us  talking 
in   here." 

"Oh I"  with  well-f<'igned  surprise.  "J 
never  thought  of  that!  It  seems  so 
natural  to  trust  you  and  rel\  on  you.  I 
feel  so  absolutely  saf(>  with  you." 

Xeil  rather  fancied  himself  in  this  new 
role.  \  timid  knock  on  the  door  opening 
into  the  next  room  on  the  right  startled 
I  hem. 

"What  is  it!-'"  ci-it-d  \  ivien,  jumping 
ii|»  w  ith  sudden  alacrity. 

"Are  you  in  troul'le.  Miss  Nelson.'" 

It  was  (iinnic's  voice;  she  had  been 
^iven  the  small  room  adjoininir. 

"(Ome   in,"  said    .Neil   eoollv. 
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Vivien  l)liishe(l  '.vith  contusion,  (linnie 
opened  tlie  door;  her  two  (hirk  braids 
luniir  heavily  over  her  slioul(Un's,  and  the 
bedspread  was  tlirown  over  lier  as  a 
dressing-gown.  Iler  lovely  t'eet  were 
bare,  and  Neil  thought  \\v  had  never 
seen  anything  more  ex(]uisite  than  the 
picture  she  made  as  she  stood  before 
them.  There  was  no  mock  modesty 
or  embarrassment ;  she  had  been 
awakened  out  of  a  sountl  sleep  and 
thought  she  heard  some  one  call  or 
cry,  and  came  to  the  rescue.  The  walls 
were  thick  and  she  could  not  hear  dis- 
tinctly'. 

Neil  told  her  that  the  room  had  been 
on  fire,  antl  that  he  luckilv  heard  Miss 
Nelson  scream  before  he  began  to  undress, 
(iinnie,  of  course,  thought  hin)  a  hero. 
He  went  on  to  explaii  ow  ncivous  Miss 
Nelson  had  been  after  her  shock,  and  he 
wished  to  <|ui(>t  her  by  talking  to  her. 
(iinnie  tluMi  begged  to  stay  and  sleep 
with  her,  which  oJl'er  Vivien  accepted 
with  little  grace,  and  Neil,  with  a  bow, 
went  back  to  his  own  room.     When  th<> 
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lights  wero  turned  out  the  two  girls 
talked  a  little,  but  Vivien  could  get 
nothing  c.  t  of  (iinnie  which  she  did  not 
mean  to  ted,  and  soon  fell  into  a  dis- 
appointed sleep. 


II 
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LADY  FROST  took  it  upon  lu-rself 
to  fjive  a  dance  for  licr  nicco, 
soon  after  (linnie's  i-ctnrn  U)  Lon- 
don, and  Ix^'oro  she  knew  what  she 
was  doint;,  found  lierself  taking-  her 
evervwliere  as  her  own  dau<j,hter,  very 
proud  of  her  and  interestcul  in  tlie  succ-ess 
she  v\'as  havinjr  with  old  and  voun<j  of 
both  sexes.  Her  hewitchiii^  <jjent!e  man- 
ners and  fl^raee  of  bearing  a])])(^aled  to  alb 
However,  wlien  an  offer  of  nuirriafje  from 
a  })rospeetive  earl  was  rejectecb  her  aunt 
was  undisjj^uisedlv  aniioved.  and  could 
only  think  she  h;id  an  (ye  on  N(>il,  thou<i:li 
his  attentions  v^cre  not  mark(Ml  in  his 
motlier's  f)resen('e. 

\eil  was  not,  looking'  or  fi^fling  well. 
The  (piestionable  tactics  he  had  ( iiiployed 
at  his  election  two  years  ago  ha<l  not 
contributed  fo  his  popularity.  Jiesides, 
his  manners  to  all  he  considered  his  in- 
feriors, and    tlu^y    were    nianv.    w<re    so 
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insolent  that  lie  had  few  friends,  althon'di 
there  was  no  one  wlio  eouki  he  m.ovv 
charniino-  tlian  he,  when  he  \\i.sli(d.  \o 
fundamental  j)rineij)h's  ^niided  Ins  life, 
and  he  was  tossed  ahont  hy  his  dillVn  nl 
moods  and  j)assioiis.  trviiii;-  not  to  think 
or  fe(>l  or  snfi'er  for  any  one  hut  himself. 
He  had  had  a  tiresome  interview  with 
Lady  IJarr,  to  whom  Vivien  had  eonhth-d 
the  fire  incident,  and  who  maintained  that 
he  had  compromised  the  ^irl  and  should 
at  once  [)roj)ose  to  her.  Xeil  was  not  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  argued  that  he 
could  not  do  less  than  put  out  a  fire  in  her 
room  when  she  screamed  for  help.  Lady 
Harr  f,n-anted  that:  hut  she  said  peoj)le 
had  heard  him  talkin*;  in  there,  or  (inuii(> 
had  heen  indiscreet,  and  she  helieved  it 
would  hurt  his  career  very  much  not  to 
])lay  Uj>  lik<  a  gentleman  at  a  time  wh(>n 
peopk^  were  wagging  their  tongues  ahout 
a  .sj)otles,s  character.  Neil  had  \)veu 
asked  to  play  up  hefore  and  was  warv: 
hut  he  liked  \ivien  in  his  own  wav,  and  it 
was  the  match  his  mother  wanted,  and  he 
felt  vaguely  she  would  he  his  ultimate  fate. 
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He  told  I.adv  IJarr  \\v  would  think  a])Oiit 
it,  and  honosth'  meant  to  lor  the  moment, 
but  as  usual  the  unexpected  happened. 

When  he  came  hom(>  that  afternoon  he 
found  (Jinnie  in  t«>ars  in  his  mother's 
houdoir.  Lad}  Frost,  looking  anythin<r 
hut  tender,  was  seated  in  a  hioh-haeked 
ehair  glaring-  at  the  fire.  Hi'  ^^ave  her  Ids 
eustomarv  filial  kiss,  and  walking-  over 
to  (iiniiie.  laid  his  hand  on  her  head 
kindly,  sayiufj: 

"  What  is  tlie  trouble,  my  child  r  What 
is  it,  mother.'" 

(iinnie  lmvc  onlv  imdlled  sobs,  face 
downwards,  and  his  mother  o\w  or  two 
snorts  before  she  answered: 

"  Hidiculous  nonsense!  (Jirls  are  a 
irreat  trial  with  all  their  odd  ideas. 
(Jimiie  has  refused  H<'o«ii(>  (irant  for  no 
reason  at  all  :  she  told  me  to  tell  him, 
which  I  did;  then  he  fri<'d  fo  see  her  and 
win  her.  and  sIh'  tells  him  she  will  marry 
him  on  on<'  condition,  and  thai  she  w  dl 
eonununicale  l!ic  condifiitn  throui^h  me. 
To-dav  she  ((Mill  s  to  me  she  really  is  a 
.sillx    "-irl.      1  e;!n"i   Ihirik  a  j^irl  of  almost 
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oi^liteoii  would  have  so  little  sense.  She 
tells  me  she  will  ae(e})t  if  he  will  sign  a 
jKiper  promising  never  to  kiss  or  toueh 
her.  Faney  my  hiinging  sneh  a  message 
to  a  man  who  is  to  inherit  an  carhlom,  or 
to  any  man  for  that  matter!" 

Neil  had  mixed  feelings  of  amnsem(>nt 
and  pity,  (iimiie  was  a  child  to  whom 
the  instinet  of  mating  had  iievcr  come. 
In  this  lay  her  gn^atest  charm,  Iut 
al)solntc  nnconscionsness  of  her  own 
physical  pow(>r.  She  would  re(|uir<'  long 
and  ardent  wooiun-.  1|(.  had  heen  trvinj' 
to  read  her  character  and  awaken  some 
of  her  possii)ilities.  and  he  did  not  want 
any  oue  to  snatch  her  just  y(>t.  He  imist 
calm  this  whirlpool,  and  show  his  tact  on 
holh  sides,  lie  asked  his  uiother  to  leave 
him  aloiH^  with  Ihe  girl,  adding  in  ati 
undertotie:  "Of  course  it  is  nonsense,  l-ut 
she  luusf  he  carefully  handled  or  she  will 
skip  olf  and  go  on  th<  ->lage.  or  <h>  >ome- 
thiiig  odd  and  mortifying." 

i-ady  r'rosi  clasped  her  hands  in 
momentary  misery,  an<l  left  llie  loom, 
telling    Neil    he    woidd    find    her    in    the 
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libnirv  witli  lii>  father  wlicii  lie  want(<l 
her. 

When  tliev  were  aloiu\  Xeil  (h'ew  uj) 
liis  eliair  heside  (iiniiie. 

"There,  little  <iirl.  let  me  eoiiifort  you. 
Of  course  I  understand.  Tell  nie  all 
about  it.*'  lie  laid  his  arm  canssinolv 
over  her  shoulder,  and  j)re])ared  to  lis- 
ten, lik(»  the  spectator  of  a  drama,  full 
of  curiosity. 

"Oh,  Xeil!"  She  turn(>d  her  t<'ar- 
stained  face  lull  ui)()n  him.  "Oh.  Neil, 
I  have  nev«>r  had  a  man  kiss  me  (n- 
want  to.  in  my  whole  life,  and  the  day 
I{(M''Ldc  (irant  tol«l  me  he  love<!  me  lie 
frii-hten'Ml  me  sol  He  Irieil  to  ki>s  me. 
and  I  liiid  an  awful  struLTii'le  to  push 
his  face  away:  and  1  don't  mind  marry- 
in<r  him  if  I  iicle  wants  me  to.  Imt  I  just 
want  an  undeistandinu'.  like  a  settl(>- 
inenl.  \()U  know,  that  he  should  not 
e\p((  I  to  kiss  mc.  .\unl  Kutli  told  me 
iiiv  I  iiele  wanted  me  to  marr\.ai:d  you 
know  I  \\o!il<l  do  anything  m  llic  world 
for  I  nele.  I  <lon"l  waul  to  l>e  a  care 
t.i    them.     '1  ht>v    have    been    so    kind    to 
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me.  But  Mr.  (irant  and  1  aren't  syni- 
pathetie;  we  seem  to  speak  a  different 
lan<;uafje,  and  I  liav(  never  been  very 
niee  to  Inni.  I  can't  tliink  wliy  he 
should  want  to  kiss  me." 

"Xeitlier  can  I,"  agreed  Neil,  as 
sol)''rly  as  he  could. 

'"rh<>  Duke  of  (irantley  is  so  ditl'er- 
eid.  Mr.  (ira.nt  and  1  ahnost  (|uar- 
relled  wlien  I  lii-st  nu>l  him  at  Lady 
Harr's;  l)ut  lately  he  has  taken  me  in 
to  dinner  siwcral  times,  and  it  was  all 
>ucli  a  surj)rise — how  could  he  love  me 
so  soon  r  It  ups«>t  me  so  that  horrid 
scene  with  him.  He  looked  so  (|;ieer, 
and  his  ey(  s  wci'c  hloodshot,  and  \()U 
cant  think  how  awtnlly  \\v  looked  I" 
(iimiie  covered  hei'  I.kc  with  her  hands, 
as  if  to  prott-ct  her  troni  her  memories. 

"Of  c()urs(\  liidiculous  fcil(»w.  not 
to  lia\<'  understood  you  hettir'  Some 
women,  dear,  like  to  l>e  kissed.  They 
^(■t  used  to  it.  you  know.  ^  on  mustn't 
Uc  har«l  oil  him.  he  is  ;i  u<)()(|   frllow." 

"Ve.s,  if  one  loved  a  man  one  would 
Io\('  to  he  kissed,   i»ut   suiiK    no  women 
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get  used  to  being  kissed  if  they  don't 
love  tlie  man.  Felieia  savs  lliat  at  some 
time  in  a  woman's  life  she  finds  one 
man,  whom  she  h)ves  and  who  loves 
her;  and  tliev  want  to  marrv,  and  that 
is  natural."  Aftes-  this  information  (iin- 
nie  looked  at  him  again,  lie  did  not 
look  as  impressed  as  he  should,  so  she 
went  on:  "J  ean  understand  that  per- 
feetlv.  Surely,  cousin  Neil,  vou  ean 
fancy,  under  certain  circumstances,  how 
you  could  love  a  woman  and  want  her 
all  for  your  own,  to  \ukv  away  some- 
where and  just  i)c  alone  togeth(M-.  and 
kiss  her  all  the  lime,  when  yon  weren't 
looking  nt  beautiful  things,  pictures.  \ou 
know,  and  statues  and  scener\."  Sh<> 
clas|)ed  her  hands  in  eesf;is\.  waitinii' 
breathless  for  his  reply.  He  never  i" 
his  life  b(>|Vire  had  felt  himself  such  a 
hypociite. 

"^es.      I    (an    imagine   som<'   da\    per- 
hajts  wanting  t<>  kiss  a   woman.      Heggic 
has  jMoved  himself  a  eareless  dnll'er.  li(>  - 
he — "    words    failed     him.    and     in     his 
breast    llure    arose    a    iiri-atei    svmpalliN 
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for  tlic  tactless  suitor  tliaii  he  liad  felt 
at  first. 

"You  feel  tlieu,  Giuuie,  that  some 
(lay  it  would  not  he  irksome  to  vou  to 
j)iit  your  arms  around  a  man?"  He 
sj)uke  as  lightly  as  he  could. 

"  Yes,  \c:s[  Not  as  1  kiss  Uncle  either, 
mind  you."  Her  voice  was  alive  with 
sudden  passion.  "  I  love  Uncle  more  than 
any  one  in  the  world,  hut  I  can  under- 
stand a  different  love;  and  that  man 
must  he  livino;  somewhere  to-dav;  and 
1  often  wonder  what  he  is  like.  And 
(),  how  1  would  admire  and  trust  him! 
1  feel  as  if  I  wanted  to  hegin  to  look  for 
iiim. 

"  \ Ou  nnght  have  to  look  for  a  long 
time,  and  a   lony;  wav." 

"Never  mind,  even  if  I  only  found 
him  as  I  was  ste})|)ing  into  my  grave;  so 
that  1  could  say  hcfore  I  died,  'I  have 
heheld  my  ideal,  and  been  beloved  for 
my  soul.'  "" 

"That  is  given  to  very,  very  few 
women  to  say." 

"  I^ow    aim,    m»l    failure,  is   a   crime!" 
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she  (jiiotcd  (Icfiinitly,  as  she  rose  and 
stood  hcforc  liim.  Uvr  iiead  Avas  thrown 
l>ack  and  slie  hrushcd  a  stray  lock  of 
liair  from  her  hrow.  "Xeil,  you  don't 
know  how  nnich  I  hayo  suffered  from 
false  loye:  and  1  want — to  be  good." 

""^ou  speak  in  conundrums,  child. 
\ou  are  an  aiiocl.  ahsolutely  unsoiled 
from  the  world:  it  is  too  wonderful  to 
me.  Had  as  I  am,  J  ca»i  at  least  appre- 
ciate you,  and  in  my  heart  I  j)lace  you 
u})on  a  pedestal  of  solid  oold,  to  worship." 

'J'he  music  of  his  deep  yoice  stirred 
her.  \\v  did  not  trust  himself  to  look 
at  her  hut  went  on: 

"What  do  yen  mean  by  false  loye  ? 
What  do  you  know  of  such  things  in 
your  search  for  th(>  one  man  who  some- 
where is  waitino-  for  you.  to  loye  and 
kiss  him  .'" 

"^ou  know  my  dear  mother  ran 
away  with  an  Italian.-  I  feel  1  can 
tell  you  about  this,  you  are  so  kind  and 


<i'ood   to  m{> 


She  laid   her  hand  shyly  in   his  strong, 
hoi  grasp. 
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"Yes,  1  knew  tluit.  Were  they  liappy  ? 
It  was  not  so  awl'ul,  was  it .-  He  sang 
beautifully,  I   think  you  said?" 

"Yes,  he  was  a  nnisic  teaeher,  and 
he  wrote  phiys  and  ])oenis,  and  was, 
oh,  so  elever — and  oli,  so  poor;  and  he 
promised  to  marry  her — " 

"Promised?"'  with  siir})rise. 

"Yes,  promised,  'i'lien  he  was  angry 
beeause  Tneh'  did  not  send  them  any 
money,  and  after  a  few  weeks  he  said 
he  woukln't,  and  said  he  hoped  it  woidd 
mortify  Uneh\  But  Un(  le  never  knew, 
beeause  Mother  loved  him  so  nuieh, 
and  didn't  want  Jiim  to  know.  She 
(Jidn't  want  him  to  be  mortified.  It 
nearly  killed  her.  Then  after  a  while 
Mother  began  to  act  at  tlie  theatre  in 
Xaj)l(\s,  and  we  sang  for  coppers  in  the 
street,  and  Mnie.  U.  sometimes  kept 
us  from  starving.  One  day  Mother  <'ame 
to  me  and  said  l'';itlier  had  ji;one  awav 
n(>ver  to  return.  He  was  tired  of  being 
the  husband  of  a  great  lady.  Sli(>  cried 
dreadfully,  and  s.iid  it  was  because  h(>r 
beautv    iia<i   <>one  and    lather    had    only 
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loved  hor  body,  not  her  soul;  for  il"  he 
had  he  would  not  have  eared  less  for 
her  had  she  Ihhmi  erij)j)l(>(l,  bedridden, 
old  or  mad;  he  would  have  loved  her. 
I  can  reiueuiher  now  scttin*;  niv  teeth 
and  feeiino^  all  she  said  to  nie.  Oh,  it 
was  so  awful  to  see  her  erv.  and  ptow 
pale  and  thi:i  and  sick!  J  snuo;  in  the 
streets  and  acted  my  sonos,  and  erowds 
would  nalh(>r.  TJicv  were  verv  irood 
to  me.  Nohodv  knew  anvthini>  about 
us  except  that  we  were  En<rlish,  but 
Mnie.  Iv..  who  had  known  Father  iirst, 
b(>(ausc  he  once  wrote  a  j»lay  for  her, 
and  it  was  her  fii'st  or(>at  success.  So 
she  helj)cd  us.  She  o<)t  to  know  us  later 
by  accident.  Felicia  si'wcd  for  us  and 
nurs(>d  Mother  and  you  know  the  rest. 
Mother  nave  me  the  little  education  J 
had  up  to  the  time  I  was  fourteen.  She 
kn«n\  so  nmch  and  was  so  cultivated. 
She  liuo-ht  me  to  love  to  study  and  read, 
and  told  me  ;dl  about  the  beautiful 
thitjo-s  and  j)laces  in  th(>  world.  And, 
oh.  how  she  loved  your  father!  She 
said    slu>    never    wanted    him    to    know 
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how  she  luid  l)een  degraded  and  tliat  I 
was  an  illifj^itiniate  child.  Motlier  had 
a  wonderful  dream   sent  her  by  the  an- 

9.' 

•^•els  as  a  warnino-  of  her  death,  and  she 
wrote  to  Eno-land  to  Iiule  tellino-  jiini 
that  she  would  send  nie  to  him.  But 
tln-ough  a  mistake  it  was  not  po.-ted 
for  several  days,  which  is  the  reason 
I^Ydicia  and  1  arrived  the  same  day  as 
tlie  letter.  After  a  few  days  she  died 
in  my  arms,  and  asked  me  never  to 
marry  until  I  was  sure  the  man  loved 
my  soul  hest." 

(Jinnie    rose    and    turned    hei-    face    to 
the   fire,   restinii'   luvivilv   on    the    mantel. 


ei- 


Mearin<> 


her     trap'dy     Ntil     j 


)ar 


Afl 

tially  understood  her  childish  desiic  for 
such  a  strann-c  a^r(>einent.  Ilei-  ex- 
(juisite  |)urity,  hrouoht  into  close  con- 
tact with  evil  and  poverty,  was  most 
sur|)risino-.  She  was  not  what  he  would 
have  chosen  for  the  mother  of  his  chil- 
dren. Vet  the  desir'^  to  awaken  all  the 
j)Ossil)iliti(\s  of  her  nature  heeame  all 
loo  strono-  for  him.  lie  had  Ixcn  trv- 
iu^,   and    he   knew    how    successfully,    to 
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weave  a  wei)  about  her.  He  understood 
women,  and  lie  *leliberately  tried  to 
make  Jier  trust  and  care  for  him.  and  it 
had  not  always  Ix'enaii  easy  task  to  keej> 
liimseh'  un(K'r  ])erl'e(l  eontroi.  She  was 
tlie  only  ^irl  who  had  ever  had  the 
slightest  charm  for  him,  and  he  felt 
sure  that  even  if  he  could  make  her 
marrv  him,  the  wooini)-  of  her  after  mar- 
riage  would  he  no  easy  thin^'.  She  had 
the  difficulties  of  temj)eramenl  to  handle 
that  all  younof  (;enius<\s  have;  and  was 
it  wise  to  (•(){)(>  with  a  ^'ciiius,  full  of 
stran<ii:e  fancies  and  ideals.-  How  could 
he  always  live  up  to  th(>m  if  he  A\as  too 
nuich  tempted  ?  And  he  knew  that,  even 
now,  she  hers(>lf  tempted  him  iu  a 
thousand  wavs.  though  he  still  was  a 
little  afi-aid  of  hci-. 

She  had  shown  no  <lesire  to  withdraw 
her  hand  from  his. 

"\ou  used  to  hate  me.  didn't  you.-"' 

She   felt    hiui    (piiver   as    he   asked   the 
question. 

"Yes.     'i'here  is  sometimes  a   look   in 
voui'    fac«'    I    don't    like.      ^ On    vionldu'l 
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liavc  me  li('  to  you.  would  you.  cousiu 
Xcil?"  Iler  troul)lo(l  (nes  looked  full 
into    his. 

"Ceitaiiily  not.  \  ou  couldn't  anyhow. 
Hut  you  like  mo  a  little  now.  don't  you  r" 

(linnie  pressed   his  tin<jfers. 

**I  can^  a  ^reat  deal  t'oi"  you  now.  and 
1  think  I  understand  you  LettcM-.  ^  ou 
are  very  moody — very  sj)oiled  l)ut  very 
clever  and  kind-heart<Hl." 

lie  drew  his  hand  anay:  he  could  not 
hear  the  strain  any  longer,  and  shrugging- 
his  shoulders  said  laughin<>:lv: 

*'\'ery    \\  rong.    hut    very    indulgent." 

I'hen   he  a.dded   in  a    more  serious  lon<>, 

"  ^'ou  would  not  he  unha])})y  to  giv(^  up 

Reggie  (irant  and  the  prospect  of  l)eing  a 

countess   to  remain    luM'e  with   us?" 

(iinni<^  almost  jumped  for  joy.  "I 
don't  want  to  leave  Ium'c.  1  lov(^  the  ))hice 
and  th(^  peoj>le,  hut  I  would  oidy  marry 
him  to  please  those  who  hav(>  heen  so 
kind  to  me;  hut  I  couldn't  have  him  kiss 
i!!c.  lie  nnist  sign  that  paper  j)romising 
not  to  do  so.  if  I  ma.rrv  him." 

"Do  vou  think  vou  could  ever  love  me, 
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iiiid  want  to  inari'v  inc.  if  I  sio-nctl  a  j»aj)(>r 
j)r()mi»iiio-  nol  to  loiicii  yon.  aiul  laid  it  at 
your  feet  \vit!i  a  pi'jiycr  for  i;iy  li.-ippi- 
ness  ;- '" 

He  tliiilh  (1  licr  to  Ikm*  iiiiiorniost  htM'iii:. 
Slii^  clasjxd  her  li;ni<I>  on  ]\vr  ])vviist,  und 
looked  .it  Iiini  sjx  (cMcss  witli  o])cn  niontli. 
lie  tlioiio'lit  lie  had  not  said  rnonii'li,  and 
after  a  moment's  |)ans(>  spoke  aj^ain: 

"I  am  not  n'ood  enon<;l)  foi-  yon.  hnt  I 
lo\<'  \<Mi  I  want  ■.)U  to  inaiiv  me  at 
on<'e     at  onrcl " 

II<'  felt  liei'  liol  hfeatli  against  Iiis 
clieek.  and  his  lu  i  was  reelinj"-.  cold- 
l)loode(|  ;is  lie  w.is.  This  woman  had 
from  the  lirsl  ad'eeted  him  strani-clv.  He 
had  strna;u-led  au;ainst  it.  I>nt  foi-  the  mo- 
ment his  efforts  were  vain,  and  now.  with 
the  intoxieaf ioi:  of  his  imaii,ination,  he 
eon  Id  hardly  u  .lil  foi'  In  r  answer,  althon^li 
he  was  sure  she  would  aeeejit  him. 
There  was.  however.  a!w;i\s  ;i  (rlorions 
uneeil.iinty  alxtiit  (iinnie.  She  shook 
her  head,  and  at  last  her  scarlet  lips 
moved    m    speech. 

"  .\<».  no.      I  nc!«    must  not  know  aliont 
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me,  iuid  you  should  uol  ni;irrv  without 
trlliu^^  your  pjircuts  all  alxml  your  witV; 
and — and  yrt,  oli  Xcil.  the  joy  ot'  IVchu^ 
you  love  my  soul  hotter  than  my  hod\ .  I  lie 
feelinrr  tliat  you  \viniu<:ly  oiler  to  s\<rn 
the  pajHM-  that  Aunt  Ruth  thought  would 
1)0  such  an  insult!  It  is  too  wonderful 
and  oood  to  he  true.  And  1  ho|)(>  and 
pray  my  dear  mot  her  in  heav(  n  <an  look 
<lown  on  us  and  know  dod  ha-  sent  me 
what  sli(>  misNod  in  lite." 

She  stretched  her  stroni;  youn^-  arms 
Old  to  him  with  a  sudden  diamalie 
U'estiire;  hut  he  was  afraid,  and  prilcnded 
not  to  see  them,  ^-he  was  read\  t(»  kiss 
him  th«-n,  he  was  siiro.  The  wch  was 
huilt  seeurcly,  tlu  fly  had  Iimk  Ik  d  it. 
I  he  I'ost  was  a  <jU(slion  of  time  and 
^trunnliiio-.  At  least,  in  >,  ito  of  h»  r 
refusal,  she  was  safe  fiom  other  mm. 

I>ady  l''rost  opened  the  door  and  saw 
(iinin'e  with  arms  ontstret*  hrd.  Ik  r  f;i((> 
ilhinunated  with  a  new  emotion,  and 
N"il  apparently  unmoxcd  l»<'>idc  her. 

"F    thou<,dd    yon    wcic    ne\(r    cominii. 
Noil.     I  am  takino   l-'aflu-r  out  for  a  little 
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drive,  ;nul  we  \v;iiit  (iiiinie.      Ketch  your 
thinirs  (lireetlv.  iiiv  (iear." 

Ladv  Frost  liad  iU'ver  cailec!  (iiiiiiie 
"invdear"  Ix^'ore.  She  was  most  all'nhle, 
and  tuniin<ij  to  Neil  said: 

"  Muriel  \'aii  Ehens  lias  just  heeu  lier(\ 
and   she  wauts  you   aud   (iiuuie  to  dine 
with  \\cr  to-ui^ht  lo  fill  some  places.      It 
seems  the   Duke  of  (irautley  is  (|uite  otV 
his  head  ahout  (iiiuiic.  aiul  Keu'L'i**  (iraut 
is    to    he    there    too.    ai'<l    all    the    elinjl>le 
parties.      It   would    Ic-   nice   for  tlic  eiiihi. 
aud  I  have  ace(-|>le(l.      I   li«  ar  an  t.nel.-    of 
Muriel's    has   died    and    left    her   a    lo!    of 
money.      She  looks  wonderfully  \oiinu'  for 
her  a<fe.  and  is  m»  el<  vel'  ;;ud  so  kind.      She 
has  made  an  e\li-a<!idinai-il  \  i,'<»od  position 
for   hei'self   in    l"JiL;land.    when    \  on    tlsiid-. 
slu>  came  from  Ncry  |»laiu  p<  opl-  :    hut  she 
has  developed   a    mai-ked    per-ona  lily ."" 

Neil  was  a  little  sur|)ris<(|  at  Ihi-^  hurst 
of  admiration,  aud  wa-  no!  Net;.  att<nt.\". 

"  \  (Ml   w  ill  <Si)  lo-niiihl  .- "' 

"\vs,  i  will  uo." 


(  IlAPl'KH   \. 


Wlir.X  llicir  turn  .ironiKJ  \hv  pjirk 
w.is  over.  LjhIv  l''i(»st  loid  (ijn- 
iiic  to  drive  Iioiiic  w  itii  licr  uncle 
while  she  herself  stopped  ;it  I,;idy  Unir's 
house  in  I'.irk  I,;ine  for  te;i.  The  Il.ill 
enlr.inee  w.is  he.ivilv  scented  with  \vv- 
vein.  jind  the  thre(>  footmen  w  illi  powdeicd 
hnir.ind  \\hit<>silk  stockings  >tood  e\;ict!\ 
six  teet  hinh.  I.jidy  I'cosi  w.is  ii>liei'ed 
up  the  niiirltle  st.iirc.ise.  throui^h  the  fold 
iu^-  doors.  .111(1  found  L;id\  |{;nr  siltin<-' 
in  .'in  .■itinosphere  of  "  iji-iilr-pdrf/ni/" 
with  ;i  verv  sni;irt  youny  ni;in.  holdinu'  his 
li.it  lirnily  on  his  knees,  in  ;i  ch.iir  o)  |  (isit<> 
her.  The  shy  e.dler  left  >oon  ;ift(  r  tli(> 
l;i(|ie>  Ii;id  sli.iken  Ii;mi(K,  ;iiid  l,;i(|\  I-'rost 
seized  on  the  iiiouient  to  tell  h<r  friend 
wh.it  ;i  dre.idful  s|;ite  v||(.  w.i^  j|,  ,,\,.p  ||,,. 
<lise(»vcr\  th;it  (iiiini'-  had  designs  on 
Xeil. 

She  told    her   w  h.:l    she   h;id   seen   of   llie 
t.ioh-,iu  thill  .iltrjnoon.  iiud  she  had  eiuiie 
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straiuiit  to  "dear"  Ladv  Uarr  ^'or  advice. 
Tlioii<j;li  not  necessarily  for  tlic  sake  ol' 
t'ollo\vin<ij  it,  her  j)ecnliar  lin(>  of  flattery 
was  asking  advice.  Lady  JJarr  was 
really  shocked.  Ifer  j)roniis(Hl  che(jne 
mifijht  even  now  he  fliitterin<j;  away  from 
her  in  some  unex])ected  high  wind. 
Not  that  she  disliked  (iinni<'.  or  wished 
to  knife  her  in  the  hack,  hnt  she  needed 
mon(\v.  and  if  (iinnie  was  in  the  way.  the 
way  nnist  he  cleared. 

*' \'ou  won't  mind  my  heing  frank  with 
von.  will  yon,  dear  La(l\  Frost,  hnt  I 
think  if  X<-il  marries  his  consin,  his  career 
will  he  rnin<'d.  (|nite  ind<>j)end(M)tly  of  his 
having  compromised  X'ivien  Nelson,  that 
all  her  friends — and  most  nice  thinking 
})eoj)le  hcsides  will  lia\<'  nothing  to  do 
with  him  if  he  marries  any  one  else, 
liesidcs.  I  i^atlu'r  from  what  \<)U  have 
told  me.  there  is  something  jx'cniiar  al»ont 
Miss  Allei'ti  some  some  skeleton  in 
the  cnphoard.  isn't  Ihcrer"' 

"Well,  ahcjii  I  snp|)osc  one  wonld 
call  it  a  sk('l('l<»n.  Of  conrs(>.  I  have 
never  aske<|  lier  ahoiit  her  parents.      Her 
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mother  was  a  l)la('k  sheep,  and  as  for  her 
father — a  feai-fiil  Italian  adventurer;  a 
singing  teac-her  who  wrote  her  poems 
while  my  husband  was  paying  for  her 
lessons!  1  <lon't  know  that  there  is  any 
other  skf^h'ton." 

"Well,  1  eall  that  skeleton  enouoh  I 
say,  on  general  })rin(iples,  most  people 
have  skeletons,  and  ii  they  are  not  in 
evi<lenee.  it  is  safe  to  jiresume  they  are 
locked  away.  I  should  think  your  niece 
was  the  sort  of  |)erson  who  would  answer 
you  candidly  any  (|uestions  you  eared  to 
ask." 

"\es.  I  tiunk  she  would,"  answ(>red 
l.ady  Frost.  Then  she  sat  silent  a  lew 
moments.  j)lanning  in  her  mind  how,  out 
of  (iinm'e's  honesty,  she  could  |)rcpar(>  a 
noose  in  which  iohaiig  her.  ( liiinii"  itnist 
of  course  l.e  sacrific<>d  lor  the  sake  of 
.XeiPs  caicer.  and  I.a<ly  Fiost  I'cl'  lliat 
liic  Almighty  arranged  things,  >\itli  li(>r 
liclp,  more  than  she  did  wifli  His.  She 
fancied  her  campaign  of  life  was  not  to 
he  int(M-fered  w  it):  and  she  sehlom  realiz- 
ed her  own  faiJunvs. 
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"I  can't  un(l(M-staii(l  it.  but  oddly 
o!ioiiti;li,  Neil  is  not  popular.  And  you 
really  think  that  his  not  marrying-  X'ivicn 
will  make  him  still  less  so!'" 

"I  think  it  would  linish  him.  Besides 
that.  Vivien  is  madly  in  love  with  him. 
She  is  jt^ilous  of  every  woman  he  speaks 
to  and  talks  ;d)out  him  ni<;ht  and  dav. 
She  is  wholesome,  youn«i'  and  well-hred, 
and  is  in  every  way  suitable,  and  as  I 
told  \()U.  he  has  comjtromised  liei'.  and 
in  m\  own  hou>e  too.  in  a  way  thai 
would  make  it  impossible  tor  me.  for  (Mie, 
to  receive  him  if  he  does  not  many  her. 
'l'h(>se  stories  o<>t  about  \()U  know,  and 
as  I  say,  it  would  tinish  him.  After  all, 
in  Knuland.  men  have  still  a  few  rules 
of  honor  left  not  many.  I  li'rant  you  — 
but  they  are  iii;id.  .\  '  iicntleman '  can 
l)reak  one  ••!•  two  of  them,  bnt  he  eaut 
break   them   all."' 

She  was  irettina'  excited.  .'  thini>"  she 
rarelv  did.  and  she  fell  too  nnieh  was  at 
stake  not  lo  pla\  her  la>l  {■;>•,(]  well.  She 
poui'cd  herself  out  anot  her  clip  of  tea.  so 
black  il    was   undrinkable.  and    went   on. 
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"\Nt'  know  \\v  talks  ahoiit  woiiien — " 

"Taiks  about  woinoii;  what  do  you 
mean.'"   almost   shrieked    Ladv   Frost. 

"Talks  ahout  his  relations  with  them! 
That's  the  tir^t  rule  hroken.  Then  he 
eomj)r()mises  oirls  and  doesn't  live  u)) 
to  his  ohlioations  the  second  rule.  J 
won't  o(,  oil,  |)nt  I  j)ray  you  will  not 
allow  him  to  break  the  second  rule. 
About  o-aniblino-  debts  he  is  all  ri<i;ht. 
Poor  \eil.  he  can't  remend)er  his  pros 
and  cons,  and  still  I  am  devoted  to  him. 
Oh.  I  have  told  him  all  this  to  his  face,  so 
I  feel  at  liberty  to  talk  to  his  nu)ther!" 

She  drew  from  her  sleeve  an  ex(|uisit( 
sera])  of  ia<-e  dis^aiised  as  a  handker- 
chief and  ((ruslud  the  crund)s  from  her 
dress:    then  she  lau«ih(>d  lio;htly  and  said: 

"^^e  nmst  not  ^vi  too  serious  and 
break  the  rules  my  l)(>auty  doctor  lays 
(low  II  for  eternal  youth  !" 

Lady  I-'rost  sighed.  "I  think."  she 
said,  "it  can  all  be  mana<fed  with  a  little 
tact.  "Tact"  bcino-  her  conception  of 
the  part  she  meant  to  j)lay.  Inwanllv 
she    was    furious,    and    though    (.jjid   |]i;,t 
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she  had  heard  it,  resented  all  that  had 
})een  told  her  of  her  son.  So  she 
determined  \o  stoj)  at  nothing  to  prevent 
this  marriage,  for  what  else  eould  those 
outstretched  arms  mean?'  (Jinnie  could 
not  stand  there  indefinitely  and  he  not 
yield  to  her  call.  She  was  not  the 
girl  a  man  could  trifle  with,  and  l)e- 
sides,  Lady  Frost  believed  in  her  heart 
that  Xeil  nuisl  have  said  a  good  deal  to 
her  to  make  her  hold  out  her  arms  to 
him  with  such  a  look  in  her  eyes. 

"I  am  disapjK)inted  in  Neil's  speeches 
too,"  went  on  his  mother  (luerulouslv. 
"They   lack  conviction." 

"He  lacks  conviction,"  Lady  Harr 
retorted  with  an  unj)leasant  ring  in  her 
usually   sweet   voice. 

"  \  es,  they  lack  conviction,"  repeated 
Lady  Frost,  not  noticing  the  remark. 
"He  has  a  remarkable  delivery,  but  his 
own  sex  does  not  seem  to  find  his  power 
of  persuasion  as  irresistible  as  does  the 
opj)osite.  He  n<'ver  seems  lo  be  taken 
seriously,  and  yet  1  feel  confident  that  he 
has  great  latent  j)ower." 
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"Well,  l^iady  Frost,  you  iiud  1  must 
do  all  \vc  can  to  got  liiui  sjitVly  and 
respectably  n:;i"ried.  His  wife  can  do 
all  the  civil  tilings  he  leaves  undone;  and 
perha])s  a  match  between  your  niece  and 
tlie  Duke  of  (irantlev  can  be  brought 
about  shortly.  He  seems  much  attracted 
to  her  now.  and  besides,  he  collects 
curios.  I  don't  mean  that  is  a  reason 
for  his  wanting  to  collect  her,  but  anyway 
he  certainly  has  a  taste  for  odds  and 
ends." 

Lady  Frost  rose  and  walked  over  to 
the  fireplace,  where  on  the  mantel  stood 
a  photogra})h  of  \'ivien  Nelson. 

"Slie  is  indeed  a  sweet,  annable  cr<'a- 
ture.  and  I  onlv  hope  that  one  dav  she 
will  be  mistress  of  Everett  House.  And 
now,  good-bye.  dear  Lady  Harr,  I  nnist 
thaid\  you  for  sparing  me  so  nmch  of 
your  time.  It  has  been  a  great  relief 
and  comfort  to  talk  to  you." 

Lady  l-'rosl  left  the  room,  carrying 
her  head  so  high  that  she  tripj)ed  over 
the  white  bear  i'Ui»\  an<l  narrowlv  missed 
a  l)ad  fall. 
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IV    \v;is     ih'iirly    midin'olii    wIumi     Xeil 
<"•""<'     tij)      to      take    (niiiii(>      \\ou\v 
fioin      Mi-s.      \aii      KIk'h's      (liiiiirr. 
(iiiiiiic    was    sorrv    to    leave.     She    liad 
more  couraoi^   now   in    Ikm-  social   career, 
and  felt  a   I'ew  people  had   other  reeliiios 
tor   her   besides   those  of   mere  cnriosity. 
She  had   sat   hetwcen    Kenoi^.  (Jraiit  and 
th(>   Duke  of  (irantley.      In   a    room   full 
of   people   she    had   dared    to   indnlne   in 
many    tender   looks    towards    her   former 
violent   suitor,    and    convinced    that    self- 
satisfied   person   that   she   had   only   been 
playinowith  him  before  and  would  surely 
promise  to  marry  him   the  next  time  Ijc 
saw  her  (piietly  and  had  leisure  in  which 
to  persuade  her  what  a  really  fine  fellow 
he     was.      lie      twirU'd     his     moustache 
imj)atiently,  lookino-  al)out  the  tahle.  and 
the  Duke  s(>ized  the  opportunitv  to  ermaoe 
her  attention.      .Mthouoh  the  intoxication 
of  the  Ijnhts  and   the  nnisic  were  still  in 
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luT  veins,  witli  (iraiitley  she  l)ec-anie 
instantly  serious.  Neil  sat  opposite  with 
\ivien  Nelson,  his  eyes,  liowever,  al- 
ways across  the  tal)Ie. 

(Jrantley   had   waited   j)atiently  for  his 
cliiuiee.    iniiised    at    her  oaiety  and    new 
playful     mood.      lie    had    seldom    found 
himself     next     to     her    at     dintier.    and 
iiis    mournino-    prevented    their    nieetinf>- 
at  halls:   since  her  appearance  in  London 
lie  had  ri'vived  his  old  ac(|uainlan(  e  with 
the  Frosts,  and  so  had  contrived  to  oain 
a    few     golden     moments    with    (iinnie, 
the     only     «rirl     '        London    who     had 
\u\vv  hored   him.      iJut  that  was  a   lono- 
way    from    heino-    in    love.      He    was    not 
Moino-  to  marry  for  the  sake  of  an  heir, 
and.   after  all,    his   vounotM-   l)r(,Llier   was 
the  father  of  five  deliohtful  hovs. 

(iiiinie  had  never  analyzcMl  her  feelings 
tor  him.  A  man's  goodness  does  no^  stir 
the  l)!ood  of  youth  as  it  will  in  an  older 
woman.  She  had  a  deep  atl'ection  for 
Iiini.  rather  like  the  one  she  haii  for 
licr  uncle,  (irantley  was  too  honoral)l(> 
cv(>r    to    arouse   a    tVeling    he    could    not 
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be  suro  of  llxMiii;  ;il)l('  to  return.  He 
never  Htittered  her,  while  lie  ahvjiys 
interested  her.  She  luui  no  suspicion 
of  how  nnu'li  li(>  liked  her.  ;is  she  ;d\vays 
saw  him  when  there  were  older  or  more 
im|)ortant  j>eoj)le  to  monopolize^  him. 
He  felt  that  she  trusted  him  implicitly, 
hut  in  this  he  was  no  exception,  as  sh(> 
trusted  everyone.  She  never  made  any 
further  fiM-enee  to  her  sad  childhood, 
hut  the  hroken  l)arri(>r  mad(>  them  feel 
more  intimate  than  they  really  were, 
and  althouii'h  (iinnie  might  not  have 
noticed  (liantley's  s|)ecial  d(>ference  to 
her,  it  was  not  unohserved   by  others. 

It  was  hard  to  htdieve  that  Neil  and 
Bertie  were  ever  associates  in  anytliing; 
they  W(>re  so  totally  different.  Neil's 
hi<>;h-l)red  sharj)  f(>atur<>s  and  graceful 
easv  hearino-  made  him  alwavs  pleasant 
to  look  at  when  he  wanted  to  he  agreeable. 
A  very  ditferent  personality  showed  in 
his  other  moods,  when  he  felt  insolent 
or  hored.  Loss  of  sl(>ej)  was  rtvsponsihle 
for  a  ijood  deal,  and  as  he  h.id  no  control 
of  his  emotions   his  charms  varied.      He 
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uas  uniTJisoHjihly  irritated  by  IJcrtie's 
attitude  towards  (iiiinie.  The  child  had 
eonressed  .sh<>  liked  (iraiitley,  his  mother 
would  he  euehaiil(>d  at  the  match,  and 
(iiunie  would  l)e  lost  to  him  forev(>r,  as 
she  would  !)(>  all  (>ars  and  eyes  for 
her  hushaud  when  she  married.  Jle 
was  terrified  Kvst  Bertie  should  pro- 
pose to  h(«r  that  evenino-,  ;nid  vowed 
to  himself  he  would  o(>t  her  away  from 
'""1  the  instant  dinner  was  over. 
There  was  a  xcry  det<>rminc(|  look  ahont 
Bertie  to-nioht.  lie  thoucrht. 

Vivien  saw  that  her  companion  was 
restless  and  resented  his  ol;,nces  across 
the  tahle.  However  nnicli  she  disliked 
to  acknowle(|o(-  it.  there  was  no  ^ettino- 
away  from  the  fact  that  Miss  Allerti  was 
deliohtfully  out  of  the  ordinary.  The 
dust  from  a  tired  world  had  not  soiled 
h(>r.  and  yet  her  knowledoe  of  its  hard- 
ships (.rave  her  a  rare  sympathy  for  one 
so  yonno-.  She  used  her  hands  freely, 
in  the  contim-ntal  way.  to  ex|)ress  her 
words.  Vivien  was  j)l(vised  to  note  this 
extremely  bad  form,  and  that  they  were 
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iu)t  j)rotty  liMiids  citlicr.  Imt  tliiii  and 
ca})al)l(\  and  looked  as  tliou^li  llu'V 
had  Ix'cn  ux'd  for  turnin*;'  handsprings, 
so  sti'onu'  and  Hcxil)!*'  wvvv  tlicv.  Pi'cs- 
ently  she  tnrned  towards  \(mI  and  rv- 
nnirkod  !hal  it  was  a  |)ily  that,  with  all 
luT  Ix'anty.  Miss  Allcrti  shoidd  atlVcl 
the  theatrical,  .\lthonoh  it  is  hard  to 
know  exactly  what  they  mean,  this  is  a 
criticism  empty  women  often  make  of 
tlu'ir  more  hrilliant  neiuhhors.  Neil  i<i,- 
nored  the  icmaik  hnt  was  not  stronj;" 
elH)njih  t(»  resent  it.  Indeew.  he  never 
liked  to  jHit  all  his  c^'^s  in  one  basket. 

.\fter  dinner,  (iinnie  was  a^ain  the 
c<'ntre  of  attraction  amoni;-  the  ladies. 
Mnriel  \an  l''liens  iiad  a  ^rcjil  power  of 
makiliL;'  e\ery  one  feel  at  home,  and  had 
taktMi  (linnie  to  lier  heart  from  the 
moment  tin  met.  Her  di-e>s  w;is  a«i- 
mired  and  .dl  lait  \i\ien  had  kind  words 
and  iilaneo  to  l»e>tow  on  her.  Winn  the 
men  came  np^f airs  N(il  w  as  the  last  to  en- 
ter the  loom,  in  time,  how  e\ cr.  to  >ee  ( i in- 
nie  dis;ij>pear  into  the  (  Onservalory  with 
lt<*m;ie  (tiani  an  1  Hamilton  I'it/maiirici'. 
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"(ignite  sjitV  with  citluM-/'  lie  muttered 
to  liimself.  and  went  across  the  room  to 
join  his  hostess.  It  was  nearly  nu'dnitrlit 
when  the  party  l)r-»ke  np.  and  (iinm'e 
Has  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  her 
uncle's  itrouuhani  and  footman  had  not 
returned  lor  them.  Ilei-  c(mis,ii  conressed 
that  he  had  sent  the  men  home,  as  it  was 
a  cruel  wet  nioht  to  keep  the  horses 
.slitndino-  umoual  thou<>h| fulness  on  his 
|)art.  She  showed  she  was  annoyed  at 
the  iii.erty  \w  had  taken  and  said  in  a 
low    lone,    prennant    with    aiii-cr: 

"I  prefer  ^•oin<,r  home  like  a  lady  with 
my  own  servants,  and  I  don"!  like  «irivin<r 
Ml  stray  cahs  at  m'<;ht.  even  with  vou  for 
protection. 

She  allowed  him  lo  help  her  in  with 
litlle  urace.  Neil  f(.llowed  aftc-  her.  "dv- 
in^-  direetioiis  lo  the  driver  in  an  under- 
tone. The  foolnian  clo^»■(|  the  dooi-  with 
some  dillieiilly  .md  ||,,.  licketv  vehicle 
started,  (nnme  huddled  heiself  in  one 
corner  and  showrd  disjinet  t.-mper.  Neil 
was  iirttled  too  ,it  her  speakiiio  to  him  in 
such  a  way.  a  manner  he  w.i-.  mA  used  !o 
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from  woinon.  After  .ill  it  was  nice  of  liiin 
to  take  her  out  at  all.  he  i-ef1eete(l.  and, 
propjH'd  l)y  this  thon<;ht,  he  addressed 
her  with  earefnl  sarcasm: 

"For  one  only  lately  accnstom(>d  to 
driviiiir  in  hrouahams  vou  have  formed  a 
tenacious  liahit  rather  suddenly." 

He  was  conscious  of  liavin^^  expressed 
himself  badly,  hut  it  made  him  furious 
to  see  that  she  was  lau^liinu'  at  !  iii,  in 
tlie  (hdl  stre»>f-li^ht  that  hazed  throu<,di 
the  window.  She  shrugged  her  .shoul- 
ders as  she  answered : 

"Your  sarcasm  is  lost  on  me,  hut  1  do 
prefer  nice  things  when  I  can  have  them, 
thouu'h  I  liave  done  a  low^y  time  without 
them.  Hut  I  resent  \()ur  lyin<;  to  me, 
an<l    I    \\i>h    \»>u    never   to   dare   to   do   it 


ajj;am. 


lie  eouhl  not  l>elie\c  his  ears.  an<l  in 
her  fur\  >lie  did  not  set>  that  he  was 
Itcside  liim>elf  with  Jealousy,  an<l  that 
all  tlie  de\il  ii!  Iiim  was  awake. 

"It  i>  iu\  own  hrou^ham,  and  I 
.stiipidl\  suj)posed  I  mi<ihl  do  as  1  liked 
with  it." 
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"^t\s— and  J  stupidly  .supposed,  when 
you  offered  to  take  uie  out  and  bring  me 
home,  that  you  weld  do  it  Hke  a  gentle- 


man 


Vou  think  me  not  a— a — a  gentle- 
man?" He  was  blind  with  rage  and 
leaned  over  her,  though  he  dared  not 
toueh  her.  "I  Ii;,v(.  never  been  told  that 
before." 

"IJeeause  nobody  has  dared  to.  Now, 
you  look  like  a  villain  in  a  play,  distort(>d 
and  hideous.  What  an  actor' you  would 
make!  At  dimier  I  looked  across  the 
table  and  thought  how  handsome  vou 
were.      How    could    I " 

Did  you  really  think  of  me  at  dinn(M-.-" 
Yes,  and  the  l)uk<>  doesn't   like  you, 

and     I —I     contradicted     what     he    said 

about  you." 

"What  did  he  sav  about  me.'"  ask(-d 
Neil. 

"lie  said  you  WMdd  always  leav(«  one 
11.  Ji  hole,  and  that  hr  would  as  soon 
say  it  to  your  face.  He  said  you  wcn> 
not  to  br  n-lied  on.  ;nid  \ver<>  "  ;i  uior.d 
coward." 
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Neil  hung  liis  head;  tlie  fire  died  out 
of  his  eyes. 

"Doesn't  tluit  make  you  angry?  It 
did   ine/' 

He  gave  a  grateful  smile. 

"Xo,  because  1  think  it  is  true.  One 
ean't  help  one's  own  nature." 

"  I''ie,  hahy,  fie!  J)on't  say  that.  I 
told  him  I  liki'd  you,  hut  he  sai<l  you  had 
only  seen  me  on  tlH>  ei'est  of  the  \\av(% 
and  you  never  looked  into  th(>  trough. 
I  don't  helieve  it  of  \(  \u\  I  lold  him 
so.  I  was  (juite  cold  to  him  afterwards; 
I  ratlier  <'njoy  a  little  fight,  the  making 
Uj>  is  so  |)leasant.  IJy  the  way.  I  have 
grown    to   like    Mr.    (irant    cnoriiHtusiy." 

She  glanced  at  Xeil  out  of  the  cornel's  of 
her  ey(\s  an<i  went  on: 

"I  think  one  could  he  very  haj>j)V  with 
him  under  certain  circnm>lan<'es.  He  is 
good-tem|)cred  .tin!  not  not  jealous  or 
selfish;  iind  we  got  on  rather  hetter  than 
usual,      lie  is  <'oimiig  to  tea  to-morrow." 

"( )li.  in»  he  isn't !" 

"()h.   yes    Im"   is!" 

"Oh,  no   he    isn't  I      I    >h;dl    run    away 
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uitli   you    Lv   to-niomnv  ..,,,(1    n.;,kr   v„„ 
inarrv  iii(>."' 

f'inmV  w;.s  lo.,  „,n,|,  of..,  wo,,.;.,,  not 

;"  ''^^^'"**''--'  ''vX<Mrs,i,..|o„sv.  .,,,1  in 

l'<M-  f)l.-;,su,v   ll„>  lrrnj)(;!(ion    (.)  |,....sr   | 
i^IVW.       Il<.,.    ,>,,.s    .).,„,.,,,,     ^^1,,^     niiscliirL 

"-■\I;ik(>    Mn-     ni.ikc    inc   ,1,,   .•.nvllii,,..- - 

^'.n  n...,krn)r|.Moh.  tl,,{"s,|Ivou  nu.'kr 

;>;y;l<>-      '   lu.v.  no  W.si.v  to  n,.nv   v<M. 

'II  nnnnn,<-ly:    fl.cn  t!„  iv  uonl<|  ,',o(  L,> 

l<>"^-tou;,i(i„<,,srn,;„|,„,,|,.,,nls|.-,kr" 
Hi(«   cnrl,.,!    h,,-s,.|i-  ,,|„„,,,    j,,,^^   .^    ,^   ,| 

"";'  '""•'"'  ''^'•-  '•"■<'  in  tin-  w;,rn,  soft 
;■*•"•";••'  '"''•"|'<t;,  .loMk.  .\Vilu,,|,.I„.,| 
iHT   tor  ;,    nio.n.Mil    l,«-fon>   I,,,  spoke. 

"^*''  not  Ion-  Hnf  ,vhv  u|,v  ,|o 
yon  t.-y  to  ni;,k<>  nir  niisc,;,l,lr.  (.inni,.^ 
<.•••.«  yon  s,.,.  |,ou  J  .,,„  snn'(Tin..-.  | 
^vo-I.I  -l.r  if  von  ,n;,ni,.,|  k,...;,,  (7,,„„ 
HowonM  n.vr,-  nn<|,.,.sL,,„|  von  ..s  |  ,|o- 
'•;•    |'-'>    MO   ..ndcrsl.ndino-  of   uon.n.    ..l 

'*'•'■■  /^'  •"•"•^<"-  '  l^nou  von  h.-.'v,.  .., 
-'■'■'''/'•  ^''-  "^^''-''^^f'-^'vo^uishn.-s.  ll.H 
"'•■"'''';•'"'   '"'"  -"xl   n.nn.ol   1..,    Io.-mht 
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|)Osili()ii.      His    voice   ^irw    husky    as 
eontimud  to  plead   with   her. 

"I  am  my  own  worst  enemy,  and  iio- 
})ody  cares  for  me  h)tio-.  1  cannot  make 
friends  without  the  o-reatest  difficulty, 
and  there  is  some  hideous  kink  in  my 
nature  that  always  draws  away  the  prize 
from  me.  (iinnie,  (iinnie,  helic^ve  mc, 
if  you  turn  your  hack  on  me.  I  caii't  live, 
I  can't  live!  I  should  ;;-o  mad  or  or — 
(iinnie,  I  never  knew  a  really  o-ood  woman 
before:  I  mean  a  woman  who  is  (rood 
and  who  is  attractive  enoufjfh  to  he  had. 
You  could  save  my  soul,  what  little  I  have, 
if  you  would  oidv  j)romise  to  marry  uw. 
Let  me  just  worshij)  you.  and  in  time.  I 
think,  I  could  <rrow  worthy  of  vour  love."" 

lie  had  touched  on  h<'r  ^roodne.ss,  th(> 
great  ideal  ol  her  life  and  her  useful- 
ness. She  was  only  a  little  over  seven- 
teen, and  sh<>  fell  info  the  trap,  the  tra|> 
that  men  of  his  kind  prcpan'  so  cleverly. 

A  \ouir  sil(Mice  ensued.  Her  animal 
sj)irits  slowlv  died  away.  She  was  think- 
iui"-  and  did  not  nolic(>  where  ihev  were 
<ijoi!ig.     out     toward     i*ulney.     Suddeidy 
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the  cal)  stopped  i.i  front  of  an  j.partment 
honso.  Neil  jumped  out  and  spoke  to 
the  driver.  Then  he  liehl  the  door 
open  for  (rinnie  and  looked  into  her 
oyrs.  The  words  he  had  ir.eant  to  say 
IVo/.e  on  his  hps.  Then,  with  sudden 
Hian^v  of  purpose,  he  stepj)ed  in  and 
tohl  the  man  to  (h-ive  as  fast  as  he 
rouhl  to  Everett  House. 

"Uhat    did    you    do    thai     for.-"    she 
asked  innoeentlv. 

"Will  you  hate  ine  if  I  tell  you.-" 
"Xol   if  you  t(>ll   nie  the  truth." 
"I   was  o-oiuo'  to  take  you  to  a  (•h>r<ry- 
inan  her<>  and   make  you  marrv  ine."^ 
"  What  nonsense!" 

"Hut  I— I  am  oidv  a  slave  at  vour 
feet!" 

"(^nite  the  })rop«>r  place  for  you:  and 
;•  charminc;  new  sensation,   isn't   it.-" 

Ned  shrank  away  from  her.  He  wjis 
"''■'•'i<l  l'<"  uould  try  to  kiss  her  and  spod 
<'ver\  thin<r. 

"J>on't  tempt  mv  too  much.  <l,Mi"t 
N'Tupl  „„..  tor  (;od".s  sake!"  he  rv'wil, 
piillinu-    jiis    hands    over    his    evos.     "() 
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(iiimit',  I  love  yoii  so  in;i(lly,  j)a.s.si()n- 
ately,  1  cannot  hear  the  tlionn;lit  that 
one  of  tliese  other  men  shonld  ^'et  yon, 
however  iiuieh  more  wortliy  they  eonhl 
hel  f  !)('<;•  ol'  you.  j)r()mi.se  to  marry  me! 
Let  WW  ii'o  home  and  tell  my  mother 
von  will  marry  me  next  month." 

"Neil.  Neil,  she  would  lu^ver  allow  it. 
She  would  hafe  me  for  taking  advan- 
ta«re  of  all  luM'  kindness  and  then  not 
doiiii;'  what  was  hesl  for  your  haj>])iness. 
It  would  l)e  so  nn<i,rateful  of  \\\c." 

"(litniie.  don't  talk  like  an  allied. 
for  \ou  are  a  woman,  every  inch  of  you. 
Let  me  talk  to  Mother.  With  your  love 
and  hel|>  I  could  I'cach  any  heii;;hts. 
wherea>.  mat(<l  to  som«>  veoctahle.  i 
could  make  uotliinu'  of  my  life.  I  need 
VOU — so  dr(\idfull\.  I  will  promise  not 
to  kiss  \ou      if  you  ask  it ." 

She  leaned  foi'ward  in  the  dim  lii^hl. 
lu-r  ci-imson    lips   trcml)l('d. 

"I  promise  lo  mail'  \ou,  Neil  and 
1   woidd  \[\\r  to  kiss  \ou."' 
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HAMILTON   FITZMArHH  E  ;,ml 
the   l)uk(«   of  (Jnnitlev  iviiijiinod 
with  Muriel  ;it't(>r  tluM.tluM- uucsts 
liad     o-oiie.      Fit/ina.iricc    tliivw     liiiusclf 
down  on  the  soI'm  lH>si(|(>  his  hostess  jind, 
stretehiiio-  hiniself.  said  o;,i|y: 

"Xow    is   the   time   to   talk    ahout    the 
departed  oucsts,  and  show   ourselves  jht- 
l«'ct   <!(.,itlenien   l>y  ahusino^  them.      1    will 
iH'^in.  se(>in<;'  that   Muriel  is  shy  about  it. 
Fn-stly.     \(>il     orows     more     insuU'erahle 
every  day.  and  I   hope  he  marries  \ivi«.,i 
Nelson.      lie  deserves  an   awful   fate   lil<(> 
that,  and   \  ivieii   e(>rtaiidy  deserves   him. 
She   is   worn   out    with    her  arduous   pur- 
■""■'•      '     '<'I<1     I'*''-    to-uiohl     that     I     was 
thankful    I    was    only    a    poor    Irishman, 
for    iVar    she    mioht    uiarry    me    in    sj)ite 
of     tnvself.       lIoiR.stly     d'aui     so    easily 
led).  !  should  l.c  terrified  f,»r  luv  life." 


"  il.iiin'ltdi 


I.    iiow     i-ouid    you    sav    such 
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ail  awful  thin*:;  to  a  <:;irl  ?  Wasn't  slie 
angry?" 

"Rather!  mad  as  a  liorncL  and  got 
up  and  left  me.  Just  what  1  wanted. 
She  had  joined  mc^  of  her  own  swi'et 
will.  By  the  way,  1  like  the  way  you 
have  done  your  loom  over.  riu^  grey 
watered  silk  walls  are  a  most  IxH-oming 
baek*;round.  1  was  conscious  of  look- 
ing  my  best  all  the  evening.  It  gives 
one  such   poise." 

They  laughed,  and  Bertie  told  him  to 
keep  (pliet,  adding  thai  he  too  liked  her 
drawing-room,  it  was  very  simj)le:  grey 
and  while  walls  with  mauve  and  while 
flowci's,  a  few  objects  (rart,  two  huge 
glass  doors  that  o|)en((l  into  the  con- 
servatory ai  the  end,  where  a  fountain 
])layed  musically  over  marble  lovcM's, 
and  goldtish  s])lashed.  Muriel  had  a 
great  love  for  her  home,  and  the  at- 
mosphere of  her  content  was  strong  in 
it.  and  their  admiration  of  it  pleased  her. 

Hamilton  was  not  to  be  suj)j)r«>ssc(l. 
"1  can't  think  what  Hevlie  and  I  should 
do  if  W(>  lo-,l  this  home,  b\    vour  marrv- 
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III*;-  sonic  ;i\vful  in.in  wh,)  ,|i,ln"t  (•arc 
ahoiil  our  Ix-ino-  l,erc  nearly  cvcrv  day 
and  for  all  stray  meals.  The  niaiii 
ol)j(>et  ol"  niy  life  is  to  j)rcvcnt  your 
iiiarryino-,  Muriel.  I  shall  lie  to  you 
about  the  man,  and  it*  I  catch  him  coii- 
tcmj)latin,u  you  Tli  tell  him  you  drink, 
^•aniMc  and  Hirt.  and  every  horrible 
thino-  1  cjui  think  ol"  to  stoj)  it." 

"II"  he  cared  for  Muri(>l.  and  was  put 
oif  hy  anythino-  you  or  any  one  else 
said  about  her,  he  wouldn't  be  worth 
cidhno'  a  man,  and  a  uood  riddance 
tor  Muriel,"  observed  (irantley  very 
seriously. 

"  \  ou  talk  just  like  a  man  in  a  novel, 
— a  four  volume  novel,  too!  "Pon  my 
word.  I  feel  as  tiiouuh  1  uere  studying 
diction  wIkmi  I  hear  you.  Hut  in  spite 
of  all  yonr  fa  nits  I  will  l)orrow  money 
from  you  still.  I  n(>V(>r  go  Inick  on  a 
tried,  (rue  fi-icnd.  Xo\\  I'm  rroino-  to 
h'.ive  you  and  Muriel  aloiu>.  J  l,avc 
entertained  you  long  enough,  and  von 
have  not  made  the  sligjitcst  (>lfort"  to 
t'utcitain    WW.     (lood -night !"     Ham- 
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ilton    rose,   .iiid    iJcrtic   and    Muriel    hot)) 
l"()ll(>u  ('(i  liiiii  to  t!i('  iiall. 

"  ( i()()(l-ni_<j,iit.  old  clia)).  I  liavo  n 
o'ood  deal  to  tjilk  to  Muriel  al)out.  and 
slial!  stay  on  halt"  an  hour.  Droj)  in 
to-niori'ou  uioniinii'  on  your  way  to  the 
Turi'.  I  have  just  o()t  some  nie//otints 
and  would  like  to  know  what  you  think 
ol*  iheni  l)el'ore  1  decide  to  kee|)  them. 
'J'liev  Wire  sent  on  approval.  Lowen- 
stein  is  at'er  them  loo.  I  l<eli''ve.  He 
not    two  ol'   them    hetOre   me." 

"Is  it  tru(\  Hamilton,  that  yon  are 
ii'oinij,'  to  mairy  Mis>  Lowcusiein?  I 
one  ieljs  me  it  is.  and  that  she  is  madly 
in  love  with  your"  Muriel  asked,  lay- 
in;^'  her  l!a"d  atVect ionately  on  Haniil- 
tons   shoulder. 

''It  is  not  [vuv.  She  nnist  wait  t\)r 
some  of  the  l''i'eneh  nohility." 

'•(  iood-niii'lit  aii'aiii,"  and  he  wasirone. 

"Come  in!o  the  conservatory.  Bertie. 
!  enjoyed  my  party  enornn)Usly.  hut 
want  a  tpiiet  talk  with  yon  ahout  all 
sorts  ol'  thiuii's.  I'irsI,  hel'ore  we  settle 
down    to   talk.    I    am    uoiiii;'   to    make   \ou 


I'lli:  JKWKl.I.EI)  HALL 


HI 


climl)  to  the  top  of  llic  house'  with  iiu", 
to  the  tloor  .ihovc  my  hcih'ooni.  I  was 
uupackiiiti;  .soiiic  ohl  hoxcs  aiul  rolls 
yesterday,  and  t'oiiiid  a  hcaiitit'iil  j)ieee 
oi'  tapeslrv:  1  think  it  old,  l)ut  want  to 
know  soini>tliin;4'  aliont  it,  and  know  y  )U 
can  t(>ll  nic,  as  yon  have  such  divine 
tapestries,  and  arc  such  an  authority. 
Lowcnstein  telN  nic  you  know  more 
al)out  taj)cstrics  than  any  }nan  in  Kn^- 
laiid."  She  h'd  the  way  through  the 
hall  and  u|)  the  nairow   staircase. 

When  they  had  o()ne  uj)  two  flights 
of  stairs,  I5(i'tie  stoj)ped  suddenly,  |)ut- 
ting  his  iinger  to  his  lips.  The  hril- 
liant  lights  rendered  the  siliMice  in  the 
deserted  hall  more  apj)alling  to  Muriel's 
ala''i;i'-l  s(>ns(>s.  Womanlike,  she  did 
not  care  to  sec  what  h.orror  might  he 
stalking  there  so  long  as  it  did  not  see 
her.  She  clung  to  Bertie's  arm,  with 
ditliculty  repi'cssing  her  gasping  hreath 
and  desire  to  run.  Iler  mind  intent 
oti  what  >he  was  <>'(>iu<!  to  show  him, 
she  had  not  luard  the  very  faint  sound 
that    h.id    (aUi-lit    her    «umuauioir,s    ear, 
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or,    {IS   he   .iliiiost    tiuMiolif,   ,,i,|y    his    itn- 
aj^-inatioii.      lu-  slcpju-d  cjiicfiilly  on  ti])- 
toe   to   til."   (dov   of   till-    laii   .mil    looked 
over  into  tlic  ,|,.,.j,  sj);i(cs  Ixlow.      l-'roiii 
Muriel  s      Kediooiri     door     was     stcjdiiin' 
iioisclosly  niid   swirily  ;i   croiicliijio'  mnii. 
carrviiiw-    uitli    iiim    ;i    licjivv    l>;to',    proh- 
••'''1>      lill«'d     uitli     the     contciitN     of     her 
J('\ve|-(;isc.       II,.    |,;id    ...idoill)te,||y    lic;ird 
"'<'     '\\<>     |>a>s     II    susjx'ctiiioly     iij).st;nr>. 
and    III!., filled   h,    miulit   dcpjirt    in  s;ilVt\ 
it    li*'   <lid    so   iiiiiiu'diiitcly.      Lookiii^'   ui) 
lie    >.!\\     lieiiie    leaiiiii*;-    ov.r    |!ic     h.inis- 
''■'■■-    \\illi    -III    exjiressioii    of    (li,-    liveliot 
liilei-e.sl.        riic  >;,||H.  til,.-      h!   iimiicdi;i|e|\ 
striU-k     llielii     l„,|||.       i;  .,     the     Ihief     ||;,(| 
""«■    l';"l    of   a    lull    lli-hl    oi    >t;,ii>    uiil,    ;, 
«,'Ood    ehiiiiee    of    ke»'|)iiin-    it    if    li,-    did    liol 
lie>ll;ile.       l''l|||y     e\j)eet  inL!'     J)lirsiiil,     ;i|,(| 
<'<>litideiil     th.i'     he    \\(»!ild     um    ,miI     with 
his    "sw.in-.""    he   eoiitiiiiKd    l|is    flipjit    ;iiid 
'■«■•'"■'"*    '    IIk'   i'l'oiiiid    ilooi-.       I'o    u'.iin    the 
t'!\)ilt     <loo|-    .-iiid     ort     out     into    the    street, 
lie     lllllsl     |,;i»    jiist      iiiidei-     uhrrt"     H.Tli,' 

Was  still  lookinn- over  the  mil.       rhis   the 
latter    h;id    foreseen    aM(,'    made    up    his 
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niirul  wluit  hr  should  do.  As  the  in- 
truder ran  aU)n<i'  tlie  hall.  Beitie  watehed 
a?id  eal(nlat(Ml  and,  suddenly  .sj)riniiin^' 
over  the  rail.  droj)|)ed  with  his  legs 
apart  on  \]iv  w  I'etehed  mans  shoulders 
ju.^t  a>  he  icaehed  ihc  point  directly 
helow  him.  hringinii'  Iiini  down  on  the 
marhled  floor  with  sneli  loicc  that  he 
was  hadly  ciuslifd.  and  too  mueli  hurt 
to  sti'Uji-iile.  Muriel,  halt'  sick  w.lh 
Irioht  and  horror  at  seeing'  her  jU'oteetor 
shoot  down  thi'ough  llic  .'ir  past  those 
lliglils  of  slan'>,  ha<l  Nuniniom  i  all  liei' 
preseiMc  of  nimd  and  iiing  for  I  lie  fool - 
man.       rinn  she  lan  dowustaii's. 

Tilt'  police  were  called,  and  in  half 
au  liour  the  lioiise  was  (|Uicl  again. 
Rertic  adju^led  \\\>  cra\at,  and  smootli- 
Mig  his  hair  with  lii^  liaiul  said  to  Mur- 
iel: '*(  oinc.  let  n->  go  lip  to  the  tapc"-;- 
tries." 

Muriel  gave  a  fain!  smile.  "Keaih, 
I  eoiiidn't  tell  .'I  lapestr\  from  ;:  cotton 
print  to-iiighl.  I  have  had  such  a  sImx  k 
and  \<»u  ca  n  t  lliiiik  liou  plateful  I  :iiii 
to    \(Mi.      I  think  1  would  rather — just  et> 
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to  l)C(i,  ;iii(l  1  sli;ill  make  my  maid  sleep 
oil  the  sola  in  my  room." 

Bertie  laiijjjlied,  "(^uitea  varied  e\  eii- 
iii<.l\  wasn't  it  r  I'm  i^lad  w  (>  saved  the 
jewels.  1  will  look  al  youi-  tapestries 
to-morrow  at  tea-time  if  1  may.  Don't 
think  ahont  all  this,  I  heo-  ot'  nou.  \ On 
look  (jnite  white." 

"  Hnt  see,  hertie.  yon  haV(>  hnrt  \()nr 
hand.      \  (tn  (  an't  mo\c  it,  and  it  i^  hleed- 


in<i-. 


"Nonsense.  I'll  pnt  on  my  coal  and 
;4'o  home  and  lia\c  it  attended  to.  ( io 
dii"ectly  n|)sfair>.  >yms  will  see  that  i 
;^('l  ont   withont   taking'  the  >|)oons." 

He  had  tniiied  Ncry  pale.  I»nt  >tood 
and  waltlied  Mniiel  <ti)e\  him.  She 
walked  >lowl\  np  the  stair  while  S\  nis 
whistled  tOr  a   lian>om. 


(  llAT'l  i:i^.  Mil. 


ON  n^.Mcliiiiii:  iiomc  (Hiiiiic  went 
imnuMli;it(>lv  to  licr  room,  wliilc 
\,'il  Weill.  ii|>  to  his  iMotluM-'s 
sittiiiu' -  room,  wlicrc  lie  cxprctccl  slir 
would  1>'."  »N:iitiii^-  for  liim.  Slic  was 
nvidiiiu'  iiiidcr  tlu  ;^io\\  oi'  ;i  student's 
l.-iiiip.  with  |);i|><TS  ;iiid  jK'riodic;d>  strewn 
,,n  the  t;d>le  he-id(>  her.  Neil's  excited 
;i|»[»e;ir;iliee   distuflied    her. 

"\V;is     it     ;m      Miiii^iU'r     pnrtyr'"     slie 
jisked.  InviuL:,'  down   lur  'H»')k. 

Neil  shniii<j;ed  hi>  Nhonlders  ;iiid  sealed 
hiiusill'  in  ;i   dee|>  eluiir  opposite  hel'. 

•'  Mother.  I  e.imiot  .;iil  to  tell  \on.  - 
;nid  1  don't  wish  .iii\  ,iri;umenls  (iiiiiiie 
w  ill    heeome    my    w  ife   iie\l    month. 

L;id\      !'l«»-t     r;ii>ed     iier     eyeluows     in- 

i|uirin,ul\ . 

"  Isn't  tluN  very  ver\  smhien  r  (  )t' 
«<Mir>e.  \(tii  ;ire  \our  own  m;i>tei-.  ;ind  ! 
;ini  |ire(t;ii(  I  to  wehoine  ;is  my  d;iii<j,hter 
iiiiN    woin;iii    v<Mi   (  lioo>e-   to   l>rin<i'   to   onr 
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house  as  your  wife,  and  will  love  and 
t'herisli  her.  IJut  (liiiiiic  -(miiis  liardly 
a  wife  tor  yoii  to  elioosf^  unless  under 
some  orcat  excitement.  However,  you 
don't  wish  to  discuss  it  to-nin-lit." 

She  turned  down  the  lamj)  and  put 
it  out.  >o  that  oidy  the  soft  side-lights 
on  the  wall  lit  the  room,  for  the  (dare 
of  the  lamps  nearly  always  nuide  her 
son  in-italtle. 

"I  have  hceii  uud(M"  a  tremendous 
nervcMis  strain.  It  is  a  relief  to  have  it 
all  settled."  s.iid   NCil  \\<';ii-ilv. 

Lad\  i'lO'-t  tactfullx  appeared  t(>clian<'-e 
the  suhject. 

"I  ha.l  tt>a  with  l,;i.!y  Harr  this  after- 
noon, and  wc  talked  much  of  vour 
future  :mi(I   pasL" 

"I  can  imaiiiiH-  what  a  faseinatincr 
atl(-i-uoon  it  must  haxc  Keen  for  vou 
liotli."  he  ol)>erved  irouicalh. 

"  ^  cs  it  was.  She  is  a  v<  r\  <lcver 
woman  and  knowNy(»u  t lioi-ou^hl\ .  Hut 
it  j)ained  me  to  hear  that  yon  had  com- 
j)i'oniised  \'ivicn.  and  thai  <.\n-  was  afraid 
yoni'    |)ath    would     not     l>e    strewn    with 
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roses  if  you  l":iil  to  iiKirry  licv.  'riicrc 
nvv  cert;!  in  thiiit;'s  one  expects  from 
^eiitlemeiK     iiiiwritteu  laws,  and 

"  But  liow  the  devil  liave  I  eoin- 
proiiiised  \'ivien  r  Besides,  slie  always 
hores  me,  and  she  knows  it  as  well  as 
anybody  else."' 

"Slu>  is  madly  in  lovi-  with  you.  !t 
is  pitiful  that  her  \()un<;'  lif<'  should  he 
—he—" 

"  Nearl\   over,"  sujitrested   Neil. 

"\Nhal  do  you  mean  l»y  that.-" 

"\\ell,  she  can't  die  \-cry  youui;-,  what- 
excr  happens  now  ." 

"I  don't  mean  di<'.  1  !n(>an  worse 
Ih.in  death.  Miuhled.  1  f<-el  myself  intich 
to  Manic,  as  i  (  nrourajjcd  the  world  to 
expect  you  hoth  to  marry  ultimately, 
and  I  alway-  sjuiwed  \  ivien  my  aj)- 
proval;  and  now .  of  <ourNe,  to  feel  she 
was  onl\  useful  to  you  as  an  escjipe 
frouj  marrying'  Muriel  \;in  Khens,  it 
(loe.S  seem    hard    on    the  i^irl." 

"It  (joes  indeed."  li'.'-.  tone  was  le- 
Icntless.    :un!     lu-    lit    another    cigarette. 

"I    would     !»«•    the    last    jieison    in     the 
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world  to  iiitcrt'(M-c  witli  yoiir  decision: 
I  onlv  \v;int  you  to  \\('i<i,li  it."  Xcitlu  r 
s})ok('  for  ;i  tVw  luiuutcs. 

"\ou.  of  ( oursc,  ii;iV(>  considered  the 
fjK'l  lliat  you  know  Mi)tliinii-  ;d)out  licr 
hirth  oi    early  inilu(MU*(\s."" 

"On  the  contrary,  1  kn(»\v  ail.  Her 
mothiM-  was  Allerti's  mistress,  to  put 
the  whole  thiuu'  in  a  nutslu  II.  She  told 
uw  a  lon^•  riii,inarol(>;  1  only  heard  half 
of  it.  as  I  was  usinij,'  ;dl  my  strenirth  of 
mind  to  kee|)  from  takiuii,'  hei'  in  my 
arms  and  kissing  Ik  t.  1  ne\'er  s:iw  a 
'drl  with    -o  nnicli   latent  vitalitx." 

"What  is  that  \<»u  say?"  his  molhci- 
asked,  hut  <  (Mitrollin^'  her  ania/eiuent. 
(|ni"klv  went  <»n,  "  TIkmi  \  on  \'v\  Ik  i- 
power  most   when  \*>\\  arc  with   \\v\- ': 

"Uather!  the  lillle  witch!  and  it  iiiakcs 
me  wild  to  see  her  talk  l(»  ollnr  uhmi. 
She  has  Keen  so  hai'd  to  to  iiii|>i'<-<s  in 
anv  wav.  too  hnl  now.  thank  IhaMii. 
I  shall  possess  hei'  >oon.  She  is  nnith 
vountrer  than  I  am.  and  w  \\\  no!  Ionc 
her  looks  till  I  am  tot  ternijj,  \'.  il  h  old  at;'e 
and   viitne." 
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"T  don't  aoTco  with  you  ;il)Out  that. 
Her  type  fades  very  (|iiickly.  She  is 
emotional,  and  has  tlieories  and  ideas; 
nothing  a_oi«s  a  woman  so  nnieli:  and 
she  will  get  very  .,kinny  in  time." 

"Skinny?  J)on't.  mother!  yon  know 
I  hate  honi\s  so." 

"  ^  on  may  h>athe  hones,  hut  hers  are 
very  lightly  eov(«red.  She  moves  like 
a  hallet-daneer,  and  the  very  lightness 
and  gra((>  whieh  you  adnnre  is  most 
ej)liemeral.  It  means  hones  and  vellow 
wrinkles.  Of  course,  Neil,  you  would 
not  nn'nd  heing  hmghed  at.-"  She  had 
liit  his  sore  j)oint. 

"Laughed  at;-"  II(>  turned,  friglit- 
ened. 

"  \  es.  \  on  would  not  nniid  heiiig 
laughed  at,  as  lon^'  as  we  are  talkiuf 
plainly." 

"On  the  contrary.  I  should  Nciy  nuicli 
Huiid  h(>ing  laughed  at;  what  reasou 
would  there  l»e,  prav  .-"' 

"Why.  the  fact  that  you  had  lund.hd 
a  pn«y  to  this  little  schemer,  who  in 
cold  hloo.l  has  M-\   her  cap  for  vou.      She 
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naturally  likes  her  hoifso  and  liomo.  I 
<liiito  understand  it.  a -id  in  my  own 
heart — "  iliore  his  nioliK'r  vouched  the 
spot  where  tliat  or^ran  should  rej)ose 
unobserved)  "in  my  own  heart,  I  say, 
1  can't  l)lame  her.  Hut  it  has  hcen  the 
talk  of  liondon;  and,  of  course,  there  is 
always  somethiun;  a  little  uudi<;iii(icd 
and  ludicrous  about  a  man  being  mar- 
ried in  sj)ite  of  himself." 

Neil  coughetj,  as  if  thereby  to  add  to 
his  diuiiitv,  and   rose  from   his  seat. 

"Of  course  there  is.  IJut  1  can't  see 
it — that  she  has  tried  -" 

"().  Neil  I  really  you  are  childish! 
She  is  very  charminjj;,  am!  her  stu<lied 
indilfercncc  has  been  nmch  to  be  ad- 
nured;  her  refusal  of  Re^ii'ie  (irant  and 
then  aj)|)ealin>;'  to  yoti,  and  all  the  rest. 
\"ou  have  told  me  but  little.  Hut,  Niui, 
marrv  her  by  all  means,  and  you  have 
mv  blessing-;  but  know  what  \(n\  are 
doiun;.  Know  that  people  will  j)itch 
into  you  on  all  sides,  and  X'ivien's  friends 
natnially  would  not  receive  you.  It  will 
break  vour  father's  heart;    1  don't  ciaint 
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myself  at  all.  for  your  will  is  mine.  And 
then  think  of  her  disreputable  parentage, 
and  her  father,  who  niioht  undertake 
to  make  his  home  with  you;  ask  her 
forgiveness — and  she  is  the  sort  of  j)er- 
son  who  would  forgive  anvhodv  anvthinn- 
— eome  now,  vou  nmst  acknowledge 
that!" 

""^'es,  I  think  she  wouhl — " 
"And    (),    how   funny    it    would    he   to 
think    of    you-    you    of    all    men      heing 
caught    hy   a    jxMiniless  cousin,   who  fas- 
cinated you   with   her   novelty;    who  lias 
a   had  temp(M\  a   strong  will,  a  verv  un- 
conventional and  difficult  character,  and 
who   j)ro})al)ly.   after  a    few   y(>;irs   of  our 
world,  would   l)c  homesick  for  tlic   Mohc- 
im'ans  sji(>  hid  hccu  used  to  in  her  child- 
hood     'tii<'  iiiikcmpl  genii'  amoiiir  whom 
she  re.illy   hchuigsl      NN'hy.  one  sees  it   in 
every    h)ok   and   g(>stur('  of   {he  cliihl.      I 
.ini    uol    lr\ing   lo   sloj)  you,    Xci],    ,l,,i„^r 
Jiuything    that    you    (h-cide    is    hest ;     hut 
lu'fore   it    is   too   K-il(>,    think    of   il    on   all 
sides,   particuhirly    the   fiiet    that  you   are 
making    vourself    ridiculous." 
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"But  it  is  too  hitc,  Motlicr,  even  if  I 
am  inakiug  inysolt"  ridic'uloiis." 

A  orcat  lunip  cliokcd  liiiu  in  liis  throat. 
"Ridiculous!"  How  her  words  huriKMl 
him!  Ill'  was  consumed  willi  an  un- 
a(hdt(M-atc(!  I'car,  tear  of  the  world's 
laufijhter.  His  passion,  his  love,  his  man- 
hood dwindled  away  het'ore  it.  l"\'ar 
had  clutched  at  his  thi'oat.  was  wrilten 
on  his  countenance,  was  ten  in<2,'  him 
to  i)ecome  its  victim.  Lady  I'lost  saw 
it,  and  tried  not  l;>  look  triumphant. 
Presently  she  said: 

"Will  you  trust  me  to  help  you  .-" 

It  mit-'ht  have  heen  taken  in  s<>veral 
vvavs,  lie  took  it  in  the  way  she  had 
hoped  for. 

"What  could  you  do:-" 

"Leave  it  to  me,  Neil,  and  1  will  do 
to-morrow  all  that  is  possihle  to  save 
von."  She  left  tli(>  oom  and  ou\\  turned 
hack  once  to  see  him  hurv  his  face  in  his 
hands. 
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I'l'  was  the  (lay  after  (inintlcy  li.itl 
lea})!  over  tlio  rails  and  caught 
Miiriol's  hiirolar,  and  his  ('\])l<)it  was 
on  everyone's  tonnuc.  Jlaniilton  Fitz- 
niaurice  had  received  a  note  at  the  cluh 
I'roin  Lowenslcin  asking  him  to  call 
i)etween  six  and  seven.  Perhaps  it  was 
about  the  coinpanv  thev  W(M-e  floatiuL^ 
togethei,  and  he  rushed  olV  in  a  hansom, 
calling  to  the  driver  to  go  as  fast  as  \w 
could,  nearly  falling  h(>adlong  out,  and 
paying  double  what  he  owed  liim  in  his 
joy.  He  would  he  a  ricli  man  soon  anv- 
way,  so  what  did  an  extra  shilling 
matter. 

Mr.  J.owiMistein's  house  on  Hei-k(>lev 
S(|uare  had  much  too  much  goldiand 
electric  light  about  it.  Mr.  LowtMisttnn 
himself  suti'ered  from  too  nnich  nionev. 
He  was  waiting  to  receive  his  guest, 
looking  likt'  a  tailor's  advertisement  in 
check   trousers  and  frock  coat,  and  verv 

13J 


l:U 


VWV.  .IKWKI.LKl)  HALL 


shiny  heavily  })ricko(l  |)at(Mit  h'athor  slices. 
His  small  eyes  and  lai'uc  nose  were  red, 
his  li])s  were  oj"  a  hliiisli  tint,  and  the  rest 
of  his  eount(Mianee  yellow.  The  sharp 
look  he  had  worn  diii"in<>'  their  last  meet- 
in^j'  had  oone  and  he  seemed  much  a<>i- 
tated. 

"(ilad  to  see  yon,  Mr.  l''it/Tiianriet>." 
He  extended  his  damp  little  hand  to  his 
visitor  with  anxions  liearlin<\ss.  "He 
seated,  sir.  I  aj)preeiate  yonr  eomin<j^ 
at  onee.  1  have  had  a  <^'ood  deal  of  worry 
latelv.  and  I  felt  snre  that  hv  talking'  to 
von  things  mij-ht  he  smoothed  ont." 

"Indeed,  don't  mention  it.  Perhaps 
I  yness  yonr  anxiety.  1  was  delighted 
to     hv     sent     for."     retnni(>d      Hamilton 


eagerly 


"  ^  on  are  verv  <rood,  ver\  kind.  vonnj>' 
man.  and  ^ive  me  eonra<>e  to  eome  to 
the  j)oint  (piiekly.  which  perhaps  you 
have  indeed  <;uessed.  l'\')roiv<'  me  if  I 
am  awkward.  I  helieve  I  am  riolit  in 
siirmisinji;  yon  have  small  means  upon 
whieh  to  k(>ej)  np  yonr  exalted  position  .'" 

Hamilton   coughed    to   l»e  sui'e   he   had 
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not  died  ol"  joy.  TIkm-c  could  Ix-  no  doubt 
Lowenstciu  uiciiul  to  iiuikc  liiiti  his  heir 
or    soMirthiui'-    coiiirortahlc. 

II.-iMiiltoii  ikkKKmI  to  cxpn'ss  the  truth 
of  his  sfatcincnts.  .■md  ;i  ra(h"<int  .->uiilo 
swept  over  his  (■ouutcnancc.  which  seemed 
to  have  the  etl'cct  of  |)uttiu^'  his  host  more 
at  his  ease.  \lv  moved  ch)ser  to  Hamil- 
ton and  canii,ht  him  \)\  IJie  hipel  of  his 
coat,  which  hy  the  way  had  not  yet  been 
paid  for, 

"M\  poor  little  Rachel,  as  you  know, 
has  no  mother." 

"  I  did  not  know  you  had  two  children," 
said  his  visitor  symjialhetically.  as  Low- 
enstein  paused  and  was  evidently  e.^- 
pectint)'  some  ohscM'vation. 

"No,  no.  I  only  have  one,  Itul  I  always 
think  of  her  as  a  little  oirl,  as  she  was 
when   her   motlun-  died." 

"().  pardon  mel  I'ray  continue,  Mr. 
Lowe!istcin.      ^'es,  1  understand." 

"If  she  had  a  mother  all  these  thiuirs 
would  he  mana<i'ed  so  dilfei-ently  for  her; 
vou  know  the  ladies  have  such  a  knack 
with   them!" 
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"i'hcy  have  iiulccd,"  aid  Ilainilton, 
IrcniMiii*^-  from  lirad  to  foot. 

"What  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Fitzniaiirioe, 
is,  that  my  Kachcl  has  hardly  any  friend's. 
Sh('  has  Ix'cn  ont  in  society  very  little, 
onlv  ahont  a  year,  as  yon  know." 

"How  al)ont  the  friends  in  Sohor" 
Ihoniihl  Hamilton,  l>nt  with  niinsnal 
wisdom  he  kej)t  (jniet. 

Lowenstein  rnhhed  his  hands  nervous- 
ly, and  his  v(»iee  became  more  eare.ssing, 
more  alarminu  to  Hamilton. 

"Well,  my  little  Kaehel  has  l)e(Mi  taken 
sick.  \cr\  sick.  She  don't  care  no  more 
for  soeietv.  or  Ix  r  <  lofhes,  or  her  pearls — 
har<llv  even  for  her  papa.  She  cares  only 
for  von;  and  lln-  doctor,  who  is  the  most 
«-\j)ensive  in  London,  told  me  in  the 
.strictest  contidence  that  she  will  only  l>e 
w<'ll   if   she   marritvs   yon." 

Poor  Hamilton's  hands  Kri|)|)ed  the 
arm>  of  his  chair  and  his  forehead  twisted 
itself  intt)  mdless  wrinkles  and  puckers. 
It  \\a^  an  awful  nionit  nt  for  him.  Mr. 
Lowenstein  went  on,  his  voice  trend)- 
liuu  w  ilh  emotion: 
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"]\ry  poor  little  Raclicl  has  her  heart 
set  on  you.  Now  1  know  ])lenty  of 
women  in  vour  own  class  of  life  that  would 
!)(•  n-lad  to  nianv  von."  Here  Hamilton 
felt  his  chest  swell,  hut  he  wondered 
who  had  heen  fooling-  Lowenstein. 

"As  i  remarked,  plenty  of  i)rettier 
faces.  Hut  von  know  the  Jews  are  very 
devoted  w  ives  and  mothers. 

"I  know.  ()  yes,  I  know!"  uroaned 
Hamilton. 

"If  vou  like  her  enou<rh  to  marry  her 
I  will  settle  an  eiioruions  fortune  on  you, 
such  as  no  j)i-ince  in  Kurojx-  !tas.  and  you 
sliidl  have  this  house."  'I'his  announce- 
ment  vas  accompanied  hy  a  flourish  ot 
his  N't;  hand  towards  the  hideously 
decorated  walls.  '  \ On  and  your  chil- 
dren will  inherit  mv  eiifir*'  !ortiin<'  at  my 
<l<>ath.  I'lie  doctors  say  I  shall  not  he 
lon^-liv»'ti.  1  eat  loo  nmch.  I  only  tell 
\ou  this  so  vou  know  what  is  comiuL;  to 
vou. 

"I  see,"  said  Hamilton  jjravely,  nmch 
UiommI  Ii\  the  pathos  of  ihc  .Irw's  j)lea 
|or  his  daughters  hapj)mess. 
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"If  yoii  wisii,  1  will  tjikc  you  up  now 
to  sec  luM"."'  LowiMistciu  \\vn\  (|ui('kly 
toward  the  (l(M)r,  alive  to  liaiuiltou's 
syiupatliy.  "'Slic  is  lyiiio-  on  a  sola  in 
her    siltin<r-r(»oiii,    cxliaustiMl     I'rorii     i*rv- 


mvr. 


Ilauiiltoii  did  not  tccl  tlia'  \iv  coulci 
lace  little  Karliel  al'tci-  (•ryin<r.  I.ovoly 
women  were  i)ad  enoujjii  alter  that,  hut 
u<>'lv    t)iiesl 

"Alien. I  Ml".  Lowcrsleiii.  it  is  a  matter 
that  re(jiiircs  some  ihoULhf.  I  am  deeply 
tiattered  thai  your  daughter  has  valued 
inv — Ji  !  riendship.  >(»  h.ohlv.  I'hereare 
some  littl'  Ihinns.  h()\\e'<'r.  that  I  thiuk 
\(Mi  aud  >lie  slu)uld  knew  hel'ore  de<idini; 
that  you  r(;d!y  \\\m\  me  lor  a  memherof 
youi  t'amiK.  No  <ienllemau  should  \>rv- 
teiul   to  lo\e  a    woiuaii   hi-  doe     not." 

"I  (jUile  r.nderstand,  "  put  in  Loweu- 
slein  |ironiplly.  "Ihal  you  can  as  yet 
oul\  tici  lor  my  little  l{a(  hel  as  an 
ae'|Uaintanee." 

"I  li;;\('  Keen  m  lo\('  with  a  married 
woiiiiin  >in<c  !  was  a  lio\.  Sin-  is  a 
\\  alow    now  ." 
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Lowensteiti's  nioiitli  droojXMl.  "Ah! 
ami  she  naturally  wishes  to  luarrv  you  r" 

"Stranii'o  as  it  uiav  secui  she  cares 
uothiuii  ai)out  ino  in  that  wav.  But  I 
have  also  many  dehts." 

"  How  many  r"  interrupted  Lowenslein, 
lookini>-  less  dream  v. 

"'About  a  thousand  pounds."* 

"A  iiood  manv  for  a  vounti-  man  who 
cannoi  work.  But  we  (ould  fix  those  up 
easily. 

"  IIow  do  you  mean  fix  them  up  '-" 

"  1    mean  clear  th<'m  otV." 

" '\'ou  are  most  kind.  liejieve  me.  I 
a|»preciate  it.  Hut.  as  a  ucnileman,  1 
couhj  not  entertain  the  idea  of  marryiu".,' 
vour  dan^htei-  without  Ikmu;^-  perfectly 
candid  with  \ou." 

■*  ^('^.  Mr,  I'it/m.iuriee.  \\liat<'Ver  else 
j>ecple  may  think  of  \ou.  they  must 
acknowle<l^('  you  are  i»orn  and  hred  a 
(■•entli'inan.'' 

Hamilton  ^danced  up  lo  ser  if  he  meant 
|(  l»e  funn\.  I>ul  was  conxinetMl  lli;it  Iii^ 
humoi-  wa-  nn<(ins(iou>.  lie  rdsf  and 
su"-i'ested   ihai   .i^  it   was  <rrowini;  latr  lit- 
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would  go  home  and  return  to-morrow  at 
the  same  liour  and  give  him  his  answer. 
lit'  did  not  call  a  eah  hut  walked  down 
Bruton  Street,  liis  lu-ad  hung  and  h(> 
felt  an  old  man.  His  six  j)retty  sisters 
in  Ireland  that  never  got  more  than  two 
weeks  a  year  of  gaiety  in  Duhlin  seemed 
to  line  up  before  him.  Would  Kaehel  he 
good  to  them  .-  he  wondered,  lie  was  the 
only  brother.  His  mother  led  a  \vr\ 
drearv  lilV  in  the  countrv  trvin";;  to  ■  ake 
the  farm  j>ay,  and  it  nevei-  did.  Ik'  loved 
hei-  verv  mueli,  hut  not  (Miouiih  to  Iinc  in 
Ireland  with  her.  Tiicrc  wcic  endless 
good  fellows  he  could  do  a  good  turn  to 
in  London.  He  was  naturally  generous 
and  tlionghtful  of  others  witlunit  the 
wherewithal  to  indulge  his  kindne.->>.  of 
heart.  Hut  he  had  always  had  such  a  eon- 
leiiij»t  for  the  Knglishmen  who  had  gi)ne 
to  AiiieiM-a  to  iiiari_\  heiresses.  He  had 
always  poked  fun  ;il  the  L(»\\  ensteins ; 
what  would  people  think  of  him,  if  in  the 
end  In-  manied  IIk'  Jewess  from  Solio  .- 
He  would  he  moi'e  merciful  iu  the  future 
l<»   unii    who    lijid    un;ilti;nti\e    wives. 
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Did  she  reallv  care  for  him  ?  he  then 
won(kn-ed.  Or  did  she  only  want  to  know 
his  friends  r  None  of  them  wonld  ever 
snateli  her  from  liim  after  tliey  were 
married  however,  of  that  lie  was  (luite 
snre.  Couhl  he  ever  break  her  of  the 
jewel  habit  ? 

She  certainly  was  the  image  of  her 
father,  hut  did  she  have  a  warm  heart, 
thouLdi  r  If  she  did  it  made  up  for  a 
•n-eat  deal.  'IMiere  were  not  so  many 
j)eoj)l(^  wlio  had  kind  hearts.  It  was  a 
trifle  iu  her  favor.  Perhai)s  her  girl- 
hood friends  iu  Soho  were  uot  such 
desirable  friends  after  all;  iu  every  class 
of  the  social  world  youth  makes  friends 
of  which  later  years  and  circumstances 
deprive  us. 


CHAPTER  \V. 


THE  lollowinj^  inorniTio-  (iliiiiii(»  ro- 
ccivod  with  her  ln'cakfast  a  note 
from  Neil. 

"Darling  (iiimie,  I  am  oH'  to  the 
country  to  attend  a  meeting,  and  may  l)e 
gone  for  several  (hiys.  It  is  hard  to  leave 
von,  l)ut  I  know  von  well  enouj^h  to  know 
yon  are  the  last  person  in  the  world  to 
ask  me  to  forswear  duty  for  })leasure,  so 
an  rcvoir.  My  mother  was  most  sym- 
pathetic and  sensihle.  1  leave  her  to 
yonr  tender  care  during  my  ahsenee, 
^ Ours  cwv.  Neil." 

It  was  not  a  letter  to  l)list(M'  with  its 
pa>si<»n  the  ohjecl  of  his  alfection.  Still, 
it  wa>  (iinnie">  hisl  love-leltt>r.  She 
fucked  it  under  her  pillow  full  of  faith  and 
i(tv.  She  had  another  messajre  fronj 
Lady  1' ro>l  lo  come  to  her  houdoir  at 
half-|)asf  ten. 

I-ad\  Frost  awaited  her,  lookinu"  verv 
ai"isto(  lalic  and   handsome  swatheil   in   a 
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lace  matinee  and  reading  the  morning 
])a|>er,  with  her  feet  resting  on  a  velvet 
stool  near  the  fire.  Ginnie  stood  on  the 
threshold  longing  to  emi)raee  her,  hut 
something  in  the  beautiful  face  ehilled  her, 
and  vet  she  looked  so  dreacH'uUv  like  Neil. 

"Come  in,  my  dear,  and  dvnw  your 
ehair  up  l)esi(le  me.  It  is  so  very  damp 
tiiis  morning  that  1  think  I  shall  not  go 
out.  1  thou<rhl  we  would  have  a  little 
talk,  I  fear  1  have  not  given  you  all  the 
time  I  should  have  sinee  you  have  lived 
with  us,  hut  my  life  seems  so  frightfidly 
busy  with  one  thing  and  another  that  you 
and  I  have  not  had  a  ehanee  to  ktiow  each 
other  as  well  as  wc  should  have  done." 

Her  voice  was  musical  and  low.  Ginnie 
felt  touched  by  her  kindness. 

"Indeed,  Annl  Kiith,  I  can  nevt-r  be 
•rrateful  enough  to  vou  and  I  nclr  for  all 
you  have  done  for  me.  I  hardly  know 
how  1  can  ever  show  it,  and — and — " 
her  voice  brokf.  Hardly  knowing  what  to 
say,  she  wisely  kept  quiet. 

"Vour  inotlicr's  life  was — or — tn* — 
most  unfoitnnate  to  sav  the  least.'" 
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"Most  tragic,  poor  Mother!  Slio  was 
so  afraid  L'nclc  woukl  know  lier  shame, 
and  I  havf  always  l)oen  so  terrified  lest 
my  father  would  come  here  just  to  annoy 
you  and  T^ncle.  He  hates  you  hotli. 
That  is  why  I  was  afraid  to  marry  Neil, 
and  at  first  refused  him.  JJut  no — I 
could  not  refuse  him  twice."  (Jimiie 
leaned  forward,  clasping  her  knees,  and 
gazed  into  the  fir(>  with  a  sad  little  smile. 

"So  you  did  at  first  refuse  him."" 
The  tone  of  Lady  Frost's  (|uestion  showed 
that  she  could  hardly  helieye  her  ears. 

"  Ves,  I  thought  he  had  told  you  every- 
thing, hut  he  will.  About  Mother  having 
been  on  the  stage  and  my  singing  in  the 
streets,  antl  the  great  Italian  actress  who 
helped  us  so  much.  Vou  could  not  help 
loving  Mme.  K.  (),  Aunt  Ruth,  I  wish 
you  could  meet  her!" 

Lady  Frost  shudd(M"(Ml  at  the  thought. 
What  stran<i:e  creaturt*  had  she  harbored 
in  her  respectal)lc  home.' 

"We  would  probably  not  be  as  con- 
genial as  you  think,  my  dear.  Profes- 
sional  [)eople   have   never  come   into  my 
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life  at  all,  and  1  hav(>  all  the  i'riends  and 
moiv   than  I    can   see   already." 

(iinnie  eonld  not  understand  any  one 
not  \vantin<i;  to  meet  Mine.  R.  However, 
she  went  on:  "1  am  used  to  hard  work, 
hut  I  could  not  marry  a  man  I  did  not 
love." 

'■  You  could  not  marry  Re<i;gie  (J rant .-" 

"No,  no!" 

"And  you   love  Neil  ?  " 

"I  love  him,  and  I  feel  that  he  he 
loves  my  soul.  'rhront>'h  ajj;e.  misery, 
sickness  or  death,  he  would  he  faithful  to 

me. 

To  verv  hard  women  pathos  and  humor 
are  imj)ossil»le  to  separate;  in  (iinnie's 
little  speech,  filled  with  hope  and  con- 
fidence, Lady  Frost  saw  only  humor,  and 
her  smile  of  aj)preciation  hurt. 

"You  allow  poor  Neil  no  humanity 
at  all,  such  as  one  should  allow  ordin- 
ary manhood." 

"The  man  I  love  is  ahove  ordinary 
manhood  or  1  could  not  love  him." 
She  spoke  with  a  child's  mai;nilicent 
pride. 
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"And  what,  (icorgina,  would  you 
renounce  for  liiin  .'" 

"Everything,  anytliing!  Beheve  me, 
1  am  as  ambitious  for  liis  hajipiness  as 
vou  are." 

«■' 

"Yet  you  aeknowhMlge  NourseU'  the 
ehiUl  of  di.sora('<>!"  The  aeut(>  shadow 
of  suffering  tliat  spread  over  poor  (iin- 
nie's  face  was  h)st  on  Lady  Frost,  wlio 
only  drew  herself  uj)  in  all  her  mighty 
virtue  of  eireumslanee  and   said   rigidly: 

"It  is  most  painful  for  me  to  do  ?ny 
duty  in  this  matter,  and  tell  you  that  I 
see  only  one  course  ojx'ii  to  you  if  you 
wish  to  do  right." 

"I  do.  I  do  wish  to  do  what  is  ri(rht. 
Tell  me,  I  heg  you." 

I^ady  Frost  cleared  her  throat  and 
began: 

"Of  course,  I  nmst  not  he  hard  on 
you,  as  you  have  not  had  many  advan- 
tages of  early  training;  hut  forgive  me, 
dear,  if  1  wound  you.  It  was  deceitful 
of  vou  to  liarhouv  vourself  here  amonc: 
us,  without  letting  us  know  the  the 
))articulars    of    your    hirlh.     Associating 
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with  young  girls  and  all,  as  you  were 
houn(i  to  do  here.  Surelv  you  could 
not  expect  their  mothers  would  j)en)iit 
it  had  they  known  what  you  were,  and 
you  could  hardly  e\|)<>ct  me,  knowing 
it,  to  keej)  you  here,  at  the  risk  of  it 
getting  to  my  poor  dear  hushand's  ears, 
or  your  father  turning  u\)  and  inaking 
a  scene.  Youi'  mother  would  want  to 
spare  her  hrother.      It  would  kill  liim." 

"Oh,  mv  j)oor  mother!  she  never 
meant  to  hurt  me.  She  made  me  j)rom- 
ise  nev<'r  to  tell  I'ncle  her  misiMW.  1 
felt   I    had  to  tell  Neil.'' 

"In  that  you  were  (piite  right.  Hut 
von  slionld  have  told  me  sooner.  Sad 
as  it  all  is,  you  must  j)ay  the  pemdty  of 
your  mother's  sin.  You  have  not  the 
right  to  be  among  decent  peoj)U\"' 

Poor  little  (iinnie  groan<Ml  aloud  and 
clasped  her  hands  convidsively,  while 
her  aui't  went   on   with   increasinj'"  cour- 


age. 


"And  you  owe  it  to  us  ti^  go  away 
somewhere,  among  people  of  your  own 
kind,    and    look    hack    lat<'r    on    this    as 
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only  an  incident  in  yonr  lifr.  Hcttcr 
let  yoni'  nnclc  think  yon  ran  a.\va\  nn- 
<);ratc't"ulh'  than  that  xoi:  should  l)riii<'- 
(liso'racc  to  us  all  hy  inairyin^-  Xcil." 

(iinnic  sank  on  her  knees  in  i'ront  of 
her  aunt,  her  head  houcd  in  misery,  and 
clutched  the  hem  of  lier  dress  in  her 
trenil)lin<;  hands. 

*"J\'ll  me  what  lo  do  hefoi'e  I  (jfo  mad. 
Anythin*;,  and  i  will  do  it.  I  did  not 
realize  before  I  was  not  tii  to  he  amonu' 
decent  j)eo|)le.  I  .)nly  tried  to  do  what 
I  helieved  rioht.  I  don't  seem  to  know 
riicht  from  wronir." 

Lady  I'rost  (piickly  slipped  th(  lon<>' 
diamond  chain  from  off  her  own  neck 
over  (Jinnie's  head;  to  the  end  of  it  was 
.ittached   a   small  gold  ])nrse  lieavy   w  itli 


s()verci;j,'ns. 


"I'ake  this,  with  m\  l)Iessinj>'.  l,<'ave 
the  house.  1  Ikm--  nou.  thi>  mornin<>: 
_<;o  to  France  or  Italy,  and  start  your 
life  afresh  under  an  assumed  nanH>.  1 
ask  \()u  onl\  to  pi-omise  me  nex'cr  a<;ain 
to  claim  relationshij)  with  us  and  nev(>r 
to  sav  I   advised  vou.      It   ha     hci'U  most 
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(liHicult  tor  inc,  jiiid  iiii<jjht  l)t>  iniscoii- 
ti\i(Ml.  P('()|)!(>  will  soon  Icjini  you  have 
riMi  away,  and  iiit'ci-  that  you  \\('r('  horcd 
with  your  couvtMitioiial  lit"*'  here,  and  a 
thousaud  haniilcss  slories  will  he  cir- 
culated. Vou  uuist  uot  nu'ud.  l»Mt  live 
vour  own  life,  tree  tVoui  us  all.  \  ou 
have  vouth,  heauty  and  iutelli<;(Mice;  inany 
oirls  with  fewer  advautay:es  have  done 
uuu-h.  'I'ake  old  Felicia  wit'  you.  Vou 
surelv  have  some  friends  .M)uiewhere;  I 
think  you  iu(Mitioned  some  actress.  \ou 
nuist  do  this  to  shield  your  uncle  from 
j)ain.  \ On  have  always  told  nu'  you 
would  lav  down  your  life  for  him." 

Ladv  Frost  knew  the  eilect  her  words 
were  haviuii';  she  y;entlv  drew  hack  her 
rustlin<!:  skirts  and  left  the  room. 

(iinm"c  was  still  kneeling',  the  ocms 
sj)arklin<i'  on  hei'  hreast.  when  her  uncle 
entered,  lie  did  not  notice  her  dis- 
tress   '.s  she  rose  to  ^reel  him. 

""Ah.  mv  dear,  you  hav<'  heen  searcli- 
in<>-  for  somethiui' !'  1  fear  mv  old  eves 
are  too  useless  to  he  of  nuich  service 
to  vou.      Wliat  have  you  dro|)j)e(l.'" 


l.>() 


THE  JEWELLED  BALE 


He  put  his  ;inn  tenderly  ahout  licr 
waist. 

"Will  \<)u  \k'  ready  to  take  me  lor  a 
little  walk  at  noon.  I  want  a  little  air 
and  elieer  Let'ore  Innelu-on.  \\  e  can 
feed  the  sparrows.  'J'hat  gives  you  n(>arly 
i'.ii  hour  to  })rink  first." 

She  only  hun^  her  head;  her  li])s 
were  paralyzed. 

"Lost  your  tonn;ue,  little  girl,  eh  .^ 
And  searching  tor  it  ii!  the  Turkish 
pattein.  Or  is  the  gay  world  entang- 
ling y(»u  so  that  you  liaX'  no  more  time 
lor  your  poor  old  uiiejc  .-"" 

She  flung  her  arms  aliouf  his  neck, 
and,  pressing  her  l"re>.h  laee  close  to  his 
withered    eheek,    \\hisj)ered    j)assionatelv : 

"Dearest,  dcaresl.  it  is  you  I  love 
nioi<    than  all  .-Ix'  in  the  woild." 

"III'.  liiL  yoii  aic  choking  mel  I 
caiil  I'oilow  youi  s|)iiilual  lliglils.  Me 
ready  to  lead  Jiie  «»ul  of  tli*'  I, out  d«)()r 
at  twelve." 

(iimiie  had  gone  Lel'ore  he  had  lin- 
ished. 

.At  the  >t<uke  of  the  clock   ihe  I'oolnian 
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Ikiii(I('(1  Loid  FrosI  his  luit  ;iiul  cjino. 
His    lordsliii)   \v;is   ( vidt'iitlv   aiinovod    ;il 

1  »  a, 

hoiiig  kept  wjiitiii^,  and  asked  the  ser- 
vant wluM-e  Miss  All(M'ti   was. 

"She  went  ont  in  a  cab  with  lier  maid 
ahout  twenty  minutes  ago,  my  lord." 

H(-  slirn<fu;('d  his  gaunt  shouhlers  and 
handed  hack  the  things  [-)  his  servant. 

**  I  shall  not  jro  out  after  all  to-dav," 
he  said  a!ou<l.  and  to  himsi-lf  nmrmured: 
"What  should  I  expect.'  ^ Oung  hlood 
seeks  young  blood,"  and  In-  tumbled 
his  wa\   back  to  '    e  librarv. 


ii 
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AIU)l"r  two  weeks  .•liter  (iiiiiiie's 
(I  i  s;i  j)|»e;t  r;i  lice  iVoiii  London, 
\ah]\  I5;irr  ^ave  :in  iveiiiii''' 
party,  liali'  poli'ieal.  half  vaudeville,  Imt 
its  real  use  was  to  annonnee  NcmI's 
en<j:a<:'enieiit  tt)  \  i\  ien  Nelson.  Lord 
liaiT  looked  partieiilaily  hored.  Me  al- 
ways did  at  liis  own  jiarties,  a: d  had  a 
distrait  explosion  which  arose  Ironi  the 
anxiefv  ol  t'eclin;'  ol)li<!;ed  to  uas  lor  it 
sonic  daN .  The  fat  lady,  w  ith  the  Uanjo, 
"from  the  States."  was  sure  to  he  ex- 
pensive, hecaiist'  she  had  ^un^^  i  ifore 
the  Kini!.  and  escryliody  wanted  her. 
lie  conldn't  nn<lcr>tand  \\li\  his  wife 
had  en<:a're(l  her  ;iii\wa\.  Ilardh  anv 
one  understood  the  "darkie  dialect," 
and  the  woman  herself  was  distinctly 
plain,  although  she  did  not  seem  to  he 
conscious  of  it,  cariNiii'T  herself  with  an 
assurance  that  was  uicoinprt'licnsilile  to 
him. 
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A  pretty  Spanish  dancer  made  tlie 
sensation  of  the  evein"n<i;.  lie  liad  no 
ohjeetion  to  runniii<i'  into  (kO)t  for  this 
whirl  of  eoh)r  and  <;raee.  yelh)\v  and 
hhiek  tassels,  with  an  iin|)ndenl  tnrned-nj) 
nose  and  masses  of  nncomlx'd  i)hiek  hair 
ean<,dit  np  insecnrely  with  a  hn^'e  amber 
eonih  and  a  I'ed  rose.  So«)n  it  all  eanie 
down,  and  fell  over  her  neck  and  shonl- 
ders.  and  the  rose  to  the  floor.  She 
stoojx'd  and  pi<ke«|  it  np,  jn-'ssin^f  it 
passionately  to  her  lips,  w  Idle  her  nan<ihty 
hlaek  e\('S  scanned  the  andience.  seek- 
ina'  who  to  throw  it  to.  She  sirnek 
\eil  with  it  full  in  tlw  fare,  and  every 
one  lanj^died  and  clapped  '  i\\c  n)an- 
dolins  and  ;j,uitars  playeii  louder  and 
faslei'.  and  La  hella  I  )oloria.  tossiji".;-  her 
head  and  swaying'  her  Itody  with  all  the 
fiirv  aii<l  inloxicaf inu"  suj/^'-sf i* cness  of 
llic  Spanish  sclnxtl  of  (lancin^^  crossed 
to  where  Nell  -^tood.  dazed  and  scarlet, 
and  >toppin^f  short  in  front  of  him, 
called  out  \\\  her  -«t  loni;'  Spa  ni>li  accent: 
"Don't  liothei'  uie.  s|i(M»tly'  yon  is  en- 
Ha^n'il  jus"  now  ! "" 
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Vivien  was  amioycd,  and  would  liavc 
been  iiioiv  so  had  slir  not  Ix'eii  {\\v  re- 
cipient of  eH'usive  roniiratulalions  all 
eveninu-  juhI  niiicli  polite  tlattery.  She 
looked  distiiictiv  relieved  now  that  every- 
thini;'  was  settled. 

Lady  liarr  and  \  i\  ien's  stntterin<>- 
old  uncle  wei-e  talkiiii--  tom'ther.  She 
listened  lo  NeiPs  virtues  rt'tailcii  with 
<liflicult\'.  This  took  sururisintrlv  lon(^ 
and  he  ended  li\  s;t\in'',  with  the  i>host 
of    a    twinkle    in    his    oil'    eve: 

"llf  i>  w cll-eounecled,  i^lit te)-in<i'  with 
ii'old.and  e(>llainl\  undei'>tands  the  ladies, 
eh.'" 

.V  new  tiara  repi  >ed  in  Lady  Uarr's 
curls.  It  had  heen  nnich  eoniinente<l  on. 
She  turned  to  ILiniilton  l'it/n:iurice, 
who  was  leaning'  a^^ainst  the  door,  look- 
ing v<'ry  depnvssed,  with  Mr.  and  Miss 
Low(n>tein  respeeti\(ly  Hanking  him, 
wreathed   in   smiles. 

**  I  see  you  lookiu^  at  ni_\  new  tiara. 
Ilainillon.  isn't  it  lively,  as  the  \an- 
kces    s;iy!'"       She    toU(lie(|    it    t'ondU. 

"Where  did   \ou  <;(l   it."       There  aren't 


TIIK  JEWELLED  BALL  1.5a 


many  tiaras  flvitiij  around  tlieso  liard 
tiiiu's/"  lu'  sighed. 

"'riin)Ui;h  the  dcatli  of  a  rolation  a 
dislaiit  cousin  of  my  sister's  hrollicr- 
in-law  tlit>y  lived  in  Kent.  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  anytliin<:;  so  uinisualr" 

"One  ean  liardlv  believe  it.  Ls  it 
i-ea  1 .' 

**I{ealI  How  dare  yon  sutro<'st  such 
a  tliin<rl  As  if  I  would  wear  imitation 
tliin;i,s!" 

"Then  why  don't  you  wear  Mack  for 
hnn,   or   herr"' 

Lad\  IJarr  1oo1<(m1  down  al  hei-  sap- 
phire \clvel  and  lace  ^'ow  n.  and  in  a 
lone  of  hori-or  rep(>ated.  "l»l;i«kl  Llaek!" 
until    she    (  ould    colleet    her    wits    to    add: 

■"  \alnrall\  it  wa-  ni\  in>tniel  to  wear 
Mack.  1  >iniply  loii^^cd  lo  |»ul  it  on, 
hut  it  was  1)V  s|»cei;il  re«|in'sl  I  did  not. 
He  was  sueh  an  odd  erealnre     -" 

■•  \lu>t  liav(  lieen."  nndttred  Ham- 
ilton it    an  undertone 

"l'eartull\  prrjudieed  a;;ainst  hiaek, 
and  nioinnin^,  and  all  that  sort  ot 
thini;-.   and   insistecl   that    I    shoidd   t^o  on 
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leadinjj;  my  own  regular  or  irrc^uliir  life, 
as  you  may  (•1k)().s(>  to  call  it.  Wasn't  it 
aii<;('li('  of  him  to  leave  it  to  pool'  me? 
\o\\  look  (|uite  ill.  my  dvnr  Loy.  What 
is  the  matter-'     Are  you  in  love!-"" 

Hamilton  shuddered.  '"I  am  hored 
at  hearintj^  every  one  |)ileh  into  Ladv 
l'"i"ost"s  niece.  London  societv  is  so 
cruel."  And  he  turiu^d  I'roin  his  host- 
ess to  \vher(>  Muriel  and  (irantley  stood 
talkiii<r  with    Lady   I'lost. 

"More  than  this  I  cannot  tell  you," 
she   was  sayim;'. 

Muriel  had  heen  ti'yiui;  her  Lest  to 
stem  the  tide  ot"  ahuse  het'ore  it  washed 
away  all  the  pleasant  memories  the 
i;irl  had  left  lt<>Iiiiid  her  in  London.  She 
said   <,nntly   to    Lad\    [■  "rosi : 

"hut  irranlini''  cvei\  thini''  vou  sav  is 
true,  I  do  not  Ihink  il  was  umiatural 
that  Mivs  Allcrti  should  wish  the  wli  >le 
thin;^'  kept  secret,  and  I  can't  Ihink  her 
deceitful  or  \  icious  not  to  have  il  pro- 
claimed on  llie  li(Mlse-|ops  llial  she  was 
an  illen;itirnal<'  chiltl."' 

(iranllcN    walked    awa\    disniistcfl.   <riv- 
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in<>;  j)lace  to  Airs.  Xdson.  wlio  was  now 
Lady  Ha  it's  sliadow.  Lady  Frost  con- 
tinued, with  all  tho  IVrvor  she  would  use 
eanvassiufi^  at  an  election: 

"Such  inoratitudc.  slyness,  .selfish- 
ness! Lideed,  1  would  rather  ave  seen 
Xeil  dead  than  inarriecj  to  (iiiniie,  yet 
the  j)oor  hoy  fell  into  the  trap  she  so 
cleverlv  laid  for  him.  She  literally  forced 
him  to  propose  to  her." 

"Ilowr"  asked  Muriel  with  the  slio;ht~ 
est  curve  to  her  soft  lips. 

"Ah.  lh;d  1  cau't  tell!"  said  Lady 
Frost  truthfully.  "Poor  Xeil  was  in 
an  awful  state  the  ni^lit  she  made  him 
do  it.  .\ftcr  your  dinn(  r.  Muriel,  slu> 
drove  liiui  to  the  ends  of  London,  and 
woi-ked  on  his  feeling's  to  such  a  de<^r<'e  - 
hut   I   really  cannot  tell  more." 

"Lidccd."  put  ill  ^L•s.  Nelson  fcel- 
iiiid\,  "I  know  what  vou  must  have 
iroiic  throiiu'h.  I  too  have  siilfered  in 
all  Xciks  w  an(lcri!ii!:s.  I  was  so  anxious 
for  m\  (haf  \  ivien  all  the  time  that 
^irl  was  with  vou.  never  knowing  what 
nii^ht     lia|)pcu.        And     my     dear     child 
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loved  liiin  Ihrouoh  it  ;ill.  She  iK-ver 
wavcicd  from  the  main  object  of  her 
\iU\      Isn't   it   really  heaiiliful  .-" 

Lady  I'rost  hasteiUMl  to  assure  her 
that  il  was.  IJy  this  time  Lady  Barr 
iiad  joined  the  little  group,  and  from 
what  she  overlieard  guessed  they  were 
l)usy  throwing  stonc^s  at  the  doj)arted 
(iinnie.      She  said  with  aji  air  of  finah'tv: 

"Of  course  the  most  contemptible 
thing  of  all  was  the  way  she  left,  with- 
out a  word  to  Xeil  or  Lord  Lrost,  to 
whom  sh(>  owed  exer\  thing.  IJored  with 
a    respectable   lite.    I   suppose." 

"What,  no  good-bves!"  cried  Muriel, 
astom'shed,  though  oidy  half  credulous. 
"Why,  I  thought  her  so  devoted  to  her 
niicle.  Poor  child,  the  circumstances 
of  her  birth  wen-  a  tragedy  for  which 
her  enemies  coidd  only  j>itv  her." 

She  glanced  at  \'ivien,  who  had  just 
joined  her  mother. 

"Surely  a  giil  who  sings  in  the  streets 

lid  haunts  low   theatres  is  not   a  fit   com- 

j)anion    for    young  gills  brought    up  as   I 

was, "observed  that  virtuous  young  person. 
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*' Pcrliiips,  lik('  llu>  hirds,  slic  saii;]::  ))('- 
c';ius(>  slic  was  liunorv.      \N  t>  can't  iudi'c." 

"IImi(2:ry.-  XoiisciiscI"  n^torlcd  \iv- 
ifii,  who  had  never  felt  anytliino-  except 
iVoni  having  (>aten  too  much.  "  You  reallv 
are  too  romantic!" 

Romantic  was  not  what  Muriel  Mas 
trving  to  appear.  Sh(<  only  wanti'd  a 
little  justice.  Slu>  could  iu)l  lielit-ve  all 
the  oossip  ahout  (iinnic.  and  she  had 
s<'en  social  currents  iu  l.oiidou  suddenly 
chano-e  their  course  Ixl'oi-c.  sweeping 
theii-  prey  into  IIk^  sea  of  oMivion.  That 
sfi-eam  is  V(M-y  shono-  if  started  in  a 
powerful  (juarter.  and  who  is  Itrave 
('uouiih  to  strugnh'  aiiainst  it.  and  hou 
few   are  stronj^'  enoutjii  to  rise  i.iiove  it! 

Lad\  l''ro>t  was  lieoiiuiin'jf  to  feel  tlu^ 
intoxication  of  Iiei'  pctwer,  and  (Mijovcd 
secin<^  (iinnie's  head  go  nndei\  and 
resented  Muriel's  attcmj)ts  at  holding 
it  U|).      She  \\(  lit  oil  coldix  : 

"The  shock  lia--  nearly  killed  inv 
poor  hnshaiui,  who  wasted  so  much 
affection  on  her  and  liei  mother.  And 
{)Oor    Neil    a>    well.      Of    course    he    was 
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not  really  the  least  in  love  with  iier. 
.111(1  realized  in  a  few  days  that  he  was 
well  out  or  it:  hut  it  was  a  shaui(>tul 
way  for  her  to  treat  him.  Iler  temper, 
of  course,  was  (juite  imj)ossil)le.  I 
wor'  ^I't,  you  know,  say  anythiii(r  to 
take  away  a  yonno-  niiTs  eharaeter,  and 
I  <;rant  you  she  had  lireat  charm.  But 
she  was  not  the  sort  of  person  that  w  <> 
mothers  wish  to  have  associatinsx  with 
our  (lan<ihters.  do  w  (\    Mrs.   Nelson  .-"' 

Mui'icl  moved  away.  She  was  fond  of 
(linnie,  and  was  shocked  at  their  heart- 
lessness.  She  too  had  loved  this  worth- 
less Uian,  and  in  the  slee|)less  nights  it  had 
cost  her  she  had  dev(  lojx-d  li(>art  and 
womaidnxxl.  Some  women  have  this 
rare  facultv  of  e.\lractin<>-  u'ood  fiom  I'vil. 
She  was  stru<i,<:;lin<;  ih)w  for  the  real  thin<;s 
of  life  which  she  had  nnssed  hefoi-e.  and 
her  sincere  desire  was  to  he  of  use  and 
to  make  others  haj)py.  an  andsition  that 
no  one  had  <'ver  taught  her  to  think 
glorious.  Neil  never  understood  his  own 
effect  on  her  character,  and  was  i>vcn 
(lisa|)pointed  to  lind  her  resohition  to  he  u 
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l)<>tt<'r  wonijiii  niter  licr  hiishand's  (loath 

WHS    ^vuw'nw.      His    juide    was    hurt,  for 

he  tVlt  her  contra  I  uhitiojis  wcic  sincere, 

and  tliat  she  ri\dly  rejoiced  for  the  <hdl 

l)ride   to   ])e.      However,    he   had    lhon<i,ht 

lore   than   once  of   Muriel's  odd   natui'e 

and   decided  that  it   was  too  c()ni])licate(l 

to  I)other  al>out. 

And     >o     (iinnie">    departure    was    as 

hastv   ;md    forlorn   as   her  aj)|)earanee   in 

liondon  had  heeii  une\|»eeted    and    Lril- 

liant.      All  her  soul  and  ei    'loy  had   heen 

turned    into    one    chaiuiel,    her    desire    to 

shield  her  unck'  from  j),  in  and  forii'et  her 

achin<i[  sj)irit  in  some  hard  witrk.     'I'hei'e 

seemed  nothing;'  hut  t  >v  sta^c  (»' en  to  iur; 

tile  staii'e  that  eiud>les  broken  and  contrite 

hearts  to  raisi     U>     •  hopes  and  anihitions; 

tlu'  <i;reat  sta<i'<'  w  liri'<    the  sad  ;j,'o  to  foi'^ct 

and    lau<ih.    or   ci'\'    lur    misfortune    other 

than  their  own,  \\  lien^  tin*  think(Ms  ^o  to 

learn  ;in(l  t'ujo.N ,  where  the  dull  uo  t(»  ht 

educated  and  the  hl(i,sc  to  critici/e. 

Poor    struiiiiliny;    actress,     before    \<»u 

climb  up  behind  those  footli<>;hts.  bear  in 

mind  what  vou  mu-t    have  in  your  heart, 
11 
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"to  warn,  to  comfort,  and  copiman'^'.'* 
You  must  lauoh  and  cry  ni^lit  al'U-r  night. 
You  nuist  sec  tlic  shadows  grow  under 
vour  eves  and  tlic  lines  liardcn  in  our 
face,  hiding  wliat  you  can  witli  paint  and 
powder;  for  as  you  ai'c  movec"  so  must 
you  he  able  to  move  hundreds.  You 
nnist  rack  yourscH'  witli  emotions  and 
foster  all  your  nerves  and  sym[)athies,  and 
as  the  failures  drift  away  before  you,  steel 
yourself  to  a  determination  for  success; 
and  when  it  is  too  late  for  you  to  enjoy 
and  when  you  are  worn  out  and  used  up, 
your  reward  comes.  The  public  forgets 
all  the  evil  said  of  your  name  and  cares 
naught  about  your  j)ast.  I'he  doors  of 
the  higlu'st  arc  thrown  oj)en  to  you,  and 
the  purest  of  children  cherish  your  |)hoto- 
graph  or  a  smile,  and  you  can  do  no  harm 
because  you  are  great. 

(iinnie  knew  this,  having  the  tempera- 
ment that  could  understand.  She  had 
read  it  all  across  the  footlights,  and  she 
turned  towards  Paris  and  the  stage  as  to 
heaven,  believing  she  had  done  her  duty. 
Which  of  us  has  not  suffered  thron<rh 
another's  standard  of  right  and  wrong.'* 
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THE  SEARCH 
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CHAPTER  1. 

"  ^^T  O,    no,  no,  yon    liorrid    reporter, 

I  ^  don't  yon  ask  me  again  uiy  im- 
pressions  of  America !" 

Mme.  I{.,  the  famous  French  tragedi- 
enne, and  Signorina  (Jinna,  !iad  just 
arrived  at  the  \\ahh)rr  in  New  ^  ork, 
more  dead  than  alive  .  iter  tlieir  strnggh's 
with  reporters  on  the  t'oeks,  from  whose 
assanlt  their  twi)  managers  eomhined 
eonhl  not  protect  them. 

"  Hnt  I'm  Jiot  a  rej)orter,"  exj)ostnhite(i 
the  HttU'  man.  "I'm  Mr.  Bernard,  to 
whom  yon  wrote  from' Paris^tlnit  you  were 
coming,  and  w!io  has  made  a  litfh-  j)iU' 
for  yoi;  on  the  Stock  Exchange  since  we 
dined  together  hist  s|)riiig." 

Mr.  Iiernar<i  ratth'd  sonu'  change  in 
his  pocket  witl;  his  h'ft  iiand  as  he  spoke, 
Mme.  I{.'s  face  hriglitiMied. 

"How  could  1  forget  you,  cJur  uiniY 
Only  because  the  reporters  have  driven 
me  clean  off  my  head  and  1  feel  just  ready 
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to  figlit.     I  \v;is  weary  and  am  refreshed. 
(Jiiiiiie.  Pieciiia,  guardatc!'' 

Enthralled  hy  the  <:;()ld  and  noise  of  the 
Waldorf  corridor,  her  eonipanioii,  a 
woman  of  ahont  thirty-^ve.  had  not  no- 
ticed that  Mme.  R.  was  \nn\\\r  accosted. 
Instantlvshe  re'()}j:nized  M  i'.  liernard  and, 
tnrning,  she  extended  her  hand  to  him 
with  a  radiant  smile  that  made  liim  feel 
at  once  she  had  heen  searchinj^  for  him 
in  the  crowd.  She  sj)oke  almost  like  an 
Enirlish  woman:  only  the  voice  showed 
blood  of  the  sontii.  It  was  excitable  and 
pitched  rather  hi<^di,  bnt  full  «)f  music. 
Like  many  a  <;reat  actress  she  did  not  in 
the  least  su<rirest  the  sta<i'e.  Her  face  was 
colorless,  and  her  clothes  dark  and  rich 

Mme.  H.  was  over  sixty  and  makin*^  her 
last  a|)|)earance  in  New  ^  Ork  before 
relirmji;  from  the  stiigc.  SIk-  ha<l  bi  en 
nmch  feted  in  iMiiope,  though  she  had 
never  seen  England,  saying  she  disliked 
the  })i'o|)le.  'I'he  **(>//  (///"'  was  that 
she  had  tiirown  away  licr  heart  in  her 
youth  on  an  ungrateful  Englishman. 
lie  lliis  as  it   ina\    she  was  anxiou>  to  see 
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Aiiu'rica,  and  aft(M-  niiioh  persuasion  and 
sonir  financial  iiuiuccniont.  hotli  had 
decided  to  come  to  N«'\v  \  ork.  For 
fifteen  years  these  two  liad  shared  a 
h)vely  lutnie  in  Taris.  'J'ii(>v  were  not 
rivals;  youth  and  a<,H'  cannot  he.  I'lie 
Vounii"er  wonu.n  was  a  coniedieiuu*  and 
sehloni  |)layc(l  tragedy.  whi!(>  Mnie.  K. 
never  playi^d  in  anythiu^j^  else.  Mnie.  K. 
was  a  Ihorouuii  woman  ol'  the  world, 
thou'di  no  our  kiicw  how  or  wher<-  she 
was  horn.  Her  career  dale<i  I'rom  the 
sensation  she  had  mach-  one  sea>on  at  the 
l-'ran«,'ais,  in  Paris.  And  she  soon  hecanic 
the  fashion,  made  herself  difficult  of 
access,  and  so  remained  a  statfc  <|ueen, 
whom  all  dislin<iuished  jx'ople  who  cam*' 
to  Paris  som,dit  to  m(('l.  She  was  always 
'"nil  cDuraiil"  wiih  tlu  topics  of  the  day, 
hesides  heino;  well  actjuainlccl  with  her 
literary  and  artistic  world.  A  hit  of  a 
snol),  perhaps,  hut  never  a  toady,  even  if 
she  did  like  smokiui:  royal  cii^^a relics  and 
oj»eninj4  nole->  w  illi  eorouets.  I  lei'  1 1- i ends 
called  her  a-i  aw/A  Io  licfrientl  an  illc^nti- 
male    Italian    child    of    seventeen    wifhoul 
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;i  jtcitny  or  ;i  rrlntioti  in  tlic  world,  just 
l)cc;uis(>  she  IkkI  kiiov  ii  iicr  iiiotlior  in 
ilays  wluMi  she  \v;is  lia])j)y.  Ilor  (Micinics 
said  she  would  ncxcr  liavo  hcfriciHlod  the 
<;irl  had  she  not  I'clt  llic  ^^cniiis  Avithiii  her, 
and  that  she  woidd  do  her  ercMJit  in  the 
end.  Her  friends  said  she  j^ave  all  Ihm- 
money  lo  the  |)Oor:  her  enenn'es  that  it 
would  he  better  it'  she  paid  her  hills,  llei- 
friends  said  tiiat  all  the  !;reat  i)rains  of 
the  day  were  at  hei-  feet:  her  eu<'niies  that 
she  would  not  waste  ten  nnnnti's  unless 
on  a  nullionairt>,  royalty  or  «;euius. 

(linnie.  or  La  (iinna.  as  she  now  called 
herself,  ha<l  ii'row  n  worhlh  aft<'r  nuieh 
careful  traiiiin;;'.  She  wasted  no  talents 
and  (a>t  no  pearls  Itefore  swine.  She 
i^raciousK-  accepted  all  the  dcNolion  laid 
at  her  feet  as  her  ri^hl  and  always  chose 
her  c(»nipali\.  She  went  to  the  >Uppe]s 
and  luiicheoiis  ^iven  for  her  (tnly  when  it 
jileascd  her.  .lud  the  priceless  furs  and 
jewels  sent  to  her  as  souxcrurs  were  all 
accepl«Ml  iu  such  a  way  that  the  ;j,iver  only 
felt  honored.  .Now.  it  was  Mr.  lici'uard 
w  ho  had  fallen  a  \ict ini  to  lier(  ha nu.s  w  hen 
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in  l*;iri,s  duriii*;'  tlu>  j);ist  sprinii^,  while  his 
witV  liad  IxHMi  iii<hiliiiii<i;  in  ikmvous 
prostration  for  the  first  tinic  she  could 
jiil'ord  it.  '!'li«'  facidty  was  lior.s  of  draw- 
in<r  from  men  that  which  thcv  knew  most 
about;  with  licrnard  it  was  stocks  and 
speculations.  So  she  ie;trned  what  slu^ 
could  and  he  si)eculat«>d  for  her,  and 
could  hardl\  tear  hiiiiself  away  from  Paris 
until  she  ])romised  to  follow  him  to 
America  in  the  winter  with  Mm<'.  R.,  a 
fortune  nsMirtd  to  them  hoth.  They 
did  not  need  it.  !)ut  were  not  jU'oiu^'  to 
throw  su<h  a  chance  away,  and  as  La 
(linna  never  wore  stoclin^s  that  cost  less 
than  twenty  dollars  a  jiair  and  could  not 
'>it  in  a  room  without  orchi<ls,  they  found 
no  diflicuity  in  sjx^udinu'  more  than  they 
could  earn.  .\s  for  Mr.  liernard,  he 
lil  '  M  me.  I{. almost  more  than  La  (iinna. 
and  when  sin*  told  him  not  to  jtut  his 
thiim!)  in  his  waistcoat  shcve  he  felt  she 
had  made  a  gentleman  of  him.  (ira<lu- 
ally  they  had  I  .okeii  him  of  the  hahit  of 
nudi^ini;'  aufl  lellin;^  the  price  of  thin<;s, 
and   In-  felt   tin  v  hoiu'>tlv  liked  iiiui  an<l 
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wished  liiju  well,  and  would  never  ridi- 
cule him  behind  his  haek.  IJow  lew  rich 
j)eoj)le  have  sueh  friends!  and  he  appre- 
ciated them. 

"  Xou ,  ladies,  you  come  ri^ht  uj)  with 
me  in  my  automohile  and  your  hired  helj) 
can  come  uj)  in  a  *l>us;  no,  they'll  ^et 
lost,      ril  send  them  in  a  cah." 

Mine.  U.  thanked  him.  hut  explained 
that  their  hours  would  make  them  im- 
possible as  visitors.  They  worked  for 
their  livinn-  and  nmsl  live  accortliuirlv. 
'J'hey  would  see  him  «'veiy  dav,  of  course, 
•>-o  to  the  Stock  Kxchanoc.  lunch  at 
Sherry's  no,  they  would  not  wear  Amer- 
ican Beauties  to  lunch,  hut  would  he 
deli<>hted  to  liave  a  few  in  their  rooms. 
Thev  were  distressed  that    Mrs.    liernard 


was 
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"  What  istlial  .'"'  asked  Mine.  H-.m'tf iuL^ 
;i  liltU^  hoicd  at  staiHlinii'  so  loii<^  in  the 
hall. 

"Just  too  much  oats.  1  tell  lu>r," 
answered  Mr.  IJcruard  cheerfullv.  "Slug's 
used  lo  the  simj)lc  life,  which  she  ihinks 
isn't    din-nificd    in    white    marMc;     and    I 
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keep  telling  her  that  because   she    has  a 
show  house  she  needn't  live  in  misery  all 
the  time,  with  tifj^ht  clothes  and  j)oisonous 
j)(M-fumes.     She's    afraid    to    stay    in    a 
wra|)))er  ten   minutes,   afraid   she'll   miss 
somethinjj:;  and  sh(>  goes  to  every  tea,  din- 
ner, lunch  or  funeral  she  can  s(iueeze  into. 
I  tell  her  that  well-hred  folks  aj)|)reciate 
peoj)le  being  natural,   and   being   uneasy 
don't    make  you    apjUNir   the   real   thing. 
By  gum!     I'd    rather  have    |)eoj)le  know 
I  had  brains  enough  to  know  I  wasn't  a 
Vere   de    \'ere,    but    had    made    my    own 
fortune  and   had   wits  to   helj)   along   my 
friends   than   thiid<    me   a    silly   old    Josh 
that  liked  my  (>vening  clothes   too  well  to 
cough  even  if  I  were  choking.   That's  why 
I  gel  on  so  well  in  Knglaiid.     liy  the  way, 
there  is  a    real  swell   here  now;    just  met 
him,  so  nice  and   friendly,     (ioing  to  be 
Prime  Minist(M-  I'd  bet  my  bottom  dollar." 
Mmo.  U.  moved  back  i!n|)aliently.  ''^'ou 
can  come  upstairs  to  our  sitting-room  if 
you  w.iiit  to  talk  any  more      I'm  going  to 
li<'  dowti.      I  feel  sea-sick  and  evervlhing 
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"Afme.  R.,  I  can't  really  stay.  My 
wife  is  waiting  to  know  ahoiit  how  iiianv 
spare  rooms  vou  wonld  want.  Hnt  von 
will  promise  to  dine  with  ns  to-morrow 
night.-  1  have  asked  the  English  J.ord 
and  Lady  -she's  a  beanty,  and  lots  of 
her.  They  are  a  little  hard  np,  I  guess. 
They  brought  letters  to  m;,  and  drove  up 
to  my  house  from  the  steamer  a  few  davs 
ago.  Well  now,  good-bye.  Eight  o'clock 
fo-uiorrow.  <S()^i(»  Fifth  Avenue.  It  will  be 
a  real  honor  to  have  you,  as  aft(>r  to- 
morrow you  will  be  acting  and  can't  dine 
anywhere.  I  have  asked  twtMity  peojjlc 
to  <line  and  will  jiave  some  imisic  after- 
wards." 

lie  was  gone  in  an  instant  and  the  two 
women  were  lught  in  th(>  jam  and 
pushed  toward  .he  elevator.  Lucky  it 
was  that  no  rej)orter  asked  at  that 
moment  for  their  imj)ressions  of  New 
York. 
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THE  marble  house  was  beautiful, 
and  Mrs.  Bernard  enjoyed  it  so 
much  that  perhaps  it  did  make 
her  delicate;  but  slie  was  a  pretty  woman, 
kindly  and  over-anxious  to  please.  She 
looked  well  at  the  foot  of  her  table.  A 
heavy,  handsome  Englishman,  with  grey 
hair  and  beard,  sat  on  hjr  right;  the 
prospective  Prime  Minister,  she  whisper- 
ed to  a  dyspeptic  foreigner  on  her  left. 
Mme.  II.  sat  on  her  host's  right  hand  and, 
after  nnich  discussion,  La  Ginna  had 
l)een  ])laced  between  the  future  Minister 
and  an  Asncrican  with  a  grandfather;  a 
j)Ossession  that  made  him  feel  rather 
ashamed  of  being  found  dining  with  the 
Bernards.  One  grandfather  is  always 
UK^rc  of  a  care  tlian  a  line  of  ancestors. 
II(>  was  careful  to  tell  both  ladies  he  was 
next  to  that  neither  he  nor  his  wife  had 
ever   had   the   pleasure   of   meeting   their 

host  or  hostess  before,  but  had  accepted 
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the  invitation  because  thev  were  so 
anxious  to  see  the  new  liouse  (with  great 
emphasis  on  the  new)!  La  Ginna,  with 
glorious  mirtli  in  her  eyes,  tokl  him  how 
grateful  he  sliould  be,  as,  if  he  and  his 
liost  liad  met,  he  might  never  have  been 
invited.  Tlie  rebuke  was  felt  but  not 
acknowledged,  and  they  drifted  into 
questions  and  answers,  the  strangers' 
hackneyed  dinner  talk,  until  the  meal 
was  three-parts  over. 

Mme.  R.  found  a  charming  companion 
on  her  rijjht  at  table,  who  etfectuallv  cured 
her  of  that  fond  delusion  so  many  foreign- 
ers have,  that  Americans  are  never  born 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  but  occasionally 
are  made  such  altojrethcr  bv  circumstan- 
ces.  She  was  enchanted  with  her  evening. 
From  the  conservatory  came  the  sound 
of  trickling  water  in  the  marble  fountain, 
blended  witli  the  notes  of  violins.  The 
water  scintillated  with  vari-colorcd  lights, 
and  the  sccik^  from  the  dining-room 
looked  lik<'  fairyland. 

"Sio-iiorina  (iiniia."  She  started  and 
paled.      "Our  hostess  has  not  introduced 
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us,  but  1  am  loatli  to  he  clicated  out  of 
uiy  share  of  your  society.  Will  you  allow 
nie  to  present  mvself  to  vou  as  a  devoted 
slave  and  admirer  ever  sinee  1  saw  you 
play  Sa{)j)ho  last  spring.  I  am  not  a 
keen  theatre-goer,  and  hut  a  humhle 
critic,  hut  except  once  in  my  wholr  life  1 
have  not  heen  so  moved;  and  that  was 
not  at  a  play." 

There  was  a  short  pause.  La  Ginna's 
breast  heaved.  She  closed  her  eyes  for  a 
second,  and  tore  eightet'u  years  away 
from  her  life.  She  had  suspected  it  was 
Neil  Everett  when  she  heard  of  the  pros- 
pective Prime  Minister.  That  news  she 
had  heard  in  l*aris,  for  she  kept  '^au 
vouranV  of  all  English  affairs,  although 
she  had  until  lately  avoided  meeting 
English  people.  In  an  instant  she  had 
found  herself  and  wajs  playing  her  part 
like  the  great  actress  she  was.  Swiftly 
she  ran  her  eyes  over  his  face  and  saw  him 
as  he  was,  with  no  illusions.  Well-fed, 
prosperous,  heartless,  a  hue  aninud,  he 
just  missed  greatness;  just  missed  being 
a  real  leader.     No  emotions  had  distorted 
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his  regularity  of  feature;  no  affections  had 
lent  tenderness  or  dignity  to  liis  few  hues 
of  age  or  iiis  grey  hair.  He  was  merely 
growing  old.   She  thought  and  said  aloud: 

"So  you  liked  uiy  Sapjiho  r  It  is  not 
supposed  to  be  my  l)est  part;  1  am  a 
comedienne." 

He  looked  at  her  with  his  head  on  one 
side,  the  same  ol<l  trick. 

"  Ivaughter  is  akin  to  tears  not  a  new, 
hut  a  pregnant  truth.  Wc  learn  fo  laugh 
and  to  value  lauglUer  through  our  tears." 

He  looked  amused. 

"Surely  that  is  rather  a  j)ara<loxi(al 
statement." 

She  resiMited  the  light  mockery  in  his 
ton*',   and   went   on   seriously: 

"I'erhaps  vou  have  never  laughed  in 
your  life,  or  oidy  at  a  practical  joke,  or 
an  ac(|uaintanc««*s  misfortuiK-;  then  the 
jov  of  hcing  alive,  the  humor  ol  life  and 
incident,  the  clouds  and  tli<'ir  silver 
linin-'s      \vh\.    \()U    have    missed    it    all    - 


Her   emotional    voice   stirn'il    him    like 
a     ineiital    caress.    aii<l     he    io\ed     liilking 
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;il»out  liiiiisclt'.  \\  ho  else  is  so  interest iii<i'  .- 
At"t(M'  all.  he  was  tired  of  flattery  and  the 
talk  of  social  j)arrots.  However  im- 
j)leasaiit  her  thoni!,lits  about  him  niioht 
l)e,  at  least  tiiev  were  thouiihts.  and  her 
own. 

"Do  you  like  Daiidet's  point  o^"  view!'" 

"What  was  it:-" 

"I  thiidv  he  meant  to  show  the  rotten- 
ness of  men  and  women  -  a!id  the 
streui'th  of  hahit.  What  do  vou  think. 
Sio-norina  /" 

Her  eves  were  dropped  on  In-r  own 
elaspc^l  hands  for  a  moment,  then  sIh' 
raised  them  !<»  his  face. 

"If  would  he  no  U'^c  foi-  me  to  tell  \()U. 
l»e«ausc   \((u    wonldnt    uiKh'rstand." 

"What    an    odd    woiiianl"    he   ihouijht. 

"She  prol)al>l\   doesn't    know     herself." 

She  r<'ad  lii>  tlion<;hts  ixidently.  for 
>he  added : 

"  IJut  m\  eoiieejitioii  <tf  the  J»arl  m<»\cd 
\()U  r  " 

He   aeknow  ledn-ed    Ihal    it    had.    l»ut    he 

thonu'lit    il    a    mistake   to   iJ<'l    sentimental 

ideas    ahout    those    suhjeels. 
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''\<'s,  but  tlu'ii  don't  miss  the  point  r" 
She  stirred  him  in  some  stninjre  wav. 
It  was  not  lier  heauty,  she  was  distinctly 
a  "has  been."  jdiicc;  excpiisitely  elils- 
elled  and  monhl<'d,  but  worn  and  white. 
Vet  oiit^  felt  the  fire  burninu'  within, 
Jind  on  the  sta,o-e,  when  the  l)lo()m  of 
youth  was  suj)j)lied.  she  was  marvel- 
lously lovely.  Her  teeth  oK;,nied  like 
jewels,  and  her  flossy  niass<\s  of  coarse 
l)lack  hair  had  not  one  thread  of  <:rev 
in  the  ht>avy  braid  coiled  about  her  head. 

"  \  on  are  so  used  to  having  ])eoj)l(> 
try  to  please  you,  it  must  bore  von  to 
talk  to  a  j)erfect  slranocr  who  has  not 
one  thouorht  in  common  with  you.  not 
one  sympathy,  not  one  interest;  and  I 
am  not  used  to  tryin^'  to  pliNise.  I  am 
used  to  havin<r  people  try  to  pleas(>  me." 

"  ^  «'s,  I  can  ima<i:ine  that,  lint  vou 
are  (piite  wronnr  ii,  supj)osin<>'  you  ,i,, 
not  interest  me." 

She  lau<i;lied. 

"If  I  do,  it  is  only  liecause  I  don't 
care  in  the  least  if  I  int<'res|  yon  or  nol. 
It     is    a     mailer    of    absohilc    !nd!!fe!'<Mice 
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to  me."  But  lier  words  were  followed 
by  the  most  seductive  smile  he  had 
ever  seen  on  a  woman's  face,  and  he 
wished  the  savory  would  not  come  so 
soon.  He  always  had  hated  this  rush- 
inn;  throuij:!!    meals. 

"\Ne  are  soon  to  part;  can't  1  see  you 
to-morrow  r  My  life  is  very  dull  and 
commonj)lace  and  busy,  and  W(»  are 
here  for  a  holidav.  and  to  make  monev. 
We  shall  sail  in  a  few  days  if  all  goes 
well:  and  I  \\()uld  j^ive  worlds  to  have 
a  really  lon<»;  talk  with  you." 

"Hut  you  wouM  ncvei-  know  me  well." 

"Perhaps  not.  But  J  would  have  a 
try.  I  <'an"t  express  myself  readily,  hut — 
all   the  world's  ;i   sta<;e." 

She  laised  her  fan  to  stop  him. 

"Let  me  tell  von  somethinii'  newer 
than  that  and  ecpially  true.  All  1/ife 
is  an  Allegory,  ^^'e  each  represent  one, 
and  yours — " 

"Pray  tell  me  mine.'" 

The  violins  in  unison  all  cried  aloud 
to  h«'r  soul  and  she  saw  no  one  in  'he 
room    about     her.      Ilcr    voice    sounded 
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so  low  he  lieard    her   speak    with    diffi- 
culty. 

"Yours  is  that  of  a  l)oy  who  was 
given  bit  l)y  hit  everything  that  he 
wanted  from  tlie  legs  of  a  fly,  the  nest 
of  the  poor  little  linnet,  to  the  hearts, 
honor,  and  faith  of  women,  and  a  jewelled 
hall;  and  that  you  prized  most.  You 
tossed  it  in  the  air  higher  and  higher, 
so  that  all  tlie  world  might  see:  and  one 
(lav  vou  tossed  it  so  In'oh  that  vou 
thought  it  never  came  down  again.  Hut 
it  did.  in  the  dark,  and  rolled  into  a 
poisoiu)us  swamp,  and  was  covered  with 
mud  and  slime,  your  poor  little  hall. 
You  missed  it  a  little,  then  more  and 
more:  not  heeause  you  had  any  tender 
association  with  that  hall,  hut  heeause 
you  have  nev«M-  seen  another  '-ke  it.  or 
one  you  could  toss  out  of  siglit.  Hut 
others   have  seen    the    jewels—" 

"And  where  will  I  find  them,  tell  m(\" 
He    leaned    heavily    on    th<>    fahl(>    fas- 
cinated as  he  asked  her.  his  face  lluslu-d 
and     excit(>(l.      All     siiw     hiiu:     his     wife 
coidd   hardlv  believe  her  eves.      Had    La 
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Ginna  woven  a  spell  around  him?  Some 
of  the  people  near  them  looked  uneom- 
fortable.  Pieeina  felt  she  had  him  in 
her  power,  and  was  elated,  but  merciful. 
He  was  entirely  unconscious  of  his  con- 
spicuousness,  or  of  the  hostess  trying 
to  make  the  move  for  the  ladies  to  go 
into  the  drawing-room.  He  sat  as  if 
in  a  trance.  Piccina  hurst  out  laughing, 
and  drew  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  her  away  from  him.  Mnie.  K.  called 
out  to  ask  the  cause  of  her  merriment. 

"I  have  indeed  had  a  blow,"  she 
gasped.  "Lord — lord — I  do  not  even 
know  his  name!"  more  laughter — "and 
1  have  had  a  talk,  and  he  has  taken  me 
for  a  philosopher,  and  forgotten  I  am 
only  a  comedy  player.  Dear  me,  how 
tunny! 

He  ga/ed  at  her  speechless,  and  she 
swept  away  past  hnn  out  with  the  other 
women  into  the  drawing-room.  Lord 
Frost  cla})ped  his  hand  for  an  instant 
to  his  foreheatl,  and  came  back  to  the 
every-day  world  again,  finding  all  the 
men  merrier  than  lie  felt  himself. 
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Mr.  Bernard  joined  Sicrnorina  Ginna 
after  dinner. 

**You  have  niaslied  hini  flat,"  he 
said,  indicating  Lord  Frost  witli  his 
thumb. 

"I  am  dehVhted."  she  ans\vered  sin- 
cerely, and  changed  the  subject. 


(  IIAPIKU   III, 


THE  lollowiiiii,'  jil'tc'i'iiooii  was  a 
real  Indian  sninincr  day  in  \o- 
V(>nil)('r.  Mine.  K.  and  Piccina 
sped  tlironoh  the  park  in  Mr.  Bcrnaid's 
motoi'  car.  with  Mrs.  B(M'nard  p(>intin<i; 
out  [\iv  ohiccts  of  interest.  Tliev  did 
not  <i;o  to  tea.  as  tliey  hoth  wished  to 
rest  before  their  first  jjerfornianee  tiiat 
ni<i'lit.  Every  seat  and  box  had  been 
sold  in  both  houses,  and  it  seemed  as  if 
their  advertisements  had  j)ositiveIy  paint- 
ed the  town  vvi\.  Each  knew  her  [)art 
well,  and  the  only  pi('j)aration  they 
needed  was  to  o(>t  some  air  and  rest  and 
read  a  little  before  •j.'oinj;'  to  the  tlieatre. 
This  was  a  trick  Piccina  had  le^arned 
fi'om  Mme.  K..  to  stinudate  her  mind 
to  its  utmost  befoi'c  ;^'oiii;i'  <^"'  '•'  what- 
ever lin(>  she  was  to  play.  In  their  sit- 
ting-room they  found  on  their  return  a 
hii<:;e  b(»x  of  orchids  from  Lord  p'rost 
for     La     (linna.      She     tiiicw     aside     the 
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vnvd  iind  went  into  licr  room  to  put  on 
sonu'tJ.iiiu  soft  j.iul  loose,  thru  stivtclicd 
iH'J-sclf  out  on  tiic  sof.-;  lu'foiv  a  cUwvy 
fiiv  and  rann-  for  Ii,m-  tea.  Muiv.  J{. 
was  restino-  i„  |„>,.  hcdpoo,,,. 

The    orchids     \n\     in     their     l)ox     im- 
touflu'd     at     hrr    iVcf.      She    co.dd     not 
read;    she    was    tliinkino-.    parachno'    ohl 
memories   one    In    on(>    in    th(>    iire-lioht. 
memories   that    she    had    seldom    eneour- 
aoed  since  slu«  first   went   to   Paris,   little 
more  than  a  child,  and   laid  her  broken 
and    contrite    heart    at    Mnie.    R.'s   feet. 
hciT^m^  her  to  ask  no  (|Uesti()ns.   hut  \o 
teacii    a    sinner   to   work   and    foroct,   for 
lier    mother's    sake.      The    actress,    who 
had  inspired  many  a  |)assi()n.  had  cauol.t 
the   child    in    her  arms.      She   knew    how 
to    love    and    had    heen    loved;    and    she 
tauo-ht    (ieoro-ina    Allerti    to   use   all    that 
eneroy  and  temperament  which  had  been 
so    cruellv    and    prematurely    develoj)ed: 
to  use  it  in  her  art.  to  j.lay'and  hide,  to 
<lniw     and     inflame,     any     emotion     she 
wanted    lo.      (.innie    took    the    name    of 
"I.a    (iiiina,'"    and     Madame    K.    called 
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luM-"Piccina."  She  told  her  frioiid  Imofly 
tliat  shv  \uu\  l>('(Mi  ill  Ki.oland,  Leon  in 
love,  and  wanted  to  I.e  a  ureat  aetress. 
"Enonoh;  then  soirow  no  more.  J.earn 
to  lauoh  at  all  it  is  not  in  yonr  j)ower  to 
<'liange,  and  make  others  en.  Lnf  never 
erv  yonrself." 

As  she  said  it,  however,  she  wiped 
away  t(>ars  from  her  own  eves  and 
kissed  the  friendless  little  girl  tenderly, 
(iinnie  loved  her  at  one(>.  and  gratitude 
yanie  with  great  thum])s  and  bounds 
into  her  heart. 

"Is  it  Lecanse  you  and  I  are  born  in 
the    south    that    we   are   so— so   diti'erent 
t'l-om   the  English  .--  asked  Ginnie,  eling- 
uig  jKissionately  to  her  warm,  soft  breast. 
''Xo.   it   is  only   because  we  have  felt 
bunger-that   we  enjoy  eating— w«>  have 
tVIt    loneliness   and   appreciate   love.    We 
liave    to    tight    the    world    witli    our    wits 
and    it    teaches   us   to   see   where   we   are 
going    and    to    study    our    prey.     Tliree- 
«|uart(>rs  of  the  great  mass  of  sheep  that 
pay   to  see   us  cannot   attord   the   money 
they  spend  on  their  pleasure;  these  sheep. 
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1  s;iy.  uc  o:ii,l(.  ami  use  and  cNcilc;  oli 
(ioti!  what  :i  icsponsihilitv!  Wliat  oood 
\v(>  could  do,  had  \v(>  not  had  all  t\w  u-ooil 
kicked  out  of  us  at  the  hottoiii  of  the 
ladder  hefore  we  had  th(>  streiii'th  to 
cliinlt  it  I  Save  vour  tears;  save  vour 
enei-ov;    sav<>    vour    emotion.     All     vour 


su  fieri  no-  shall   one  day   hripo-  vou    mi  an 
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income  of  solid   <>()ld." 

How  true  these  words  luid  j)roved! 
I'iccina  had  studied  with  tireless  deter- 
nu'nalioii.  She  had  read  and  seen 
<'verythino-  in  the  way  of  art  that  she 
could,  and  after  a  f(>w  weeks  had  taken 
an  insio-nificant  part  in  the  great  actress" 
company  and  had  gradually  worked  her 
way  upward.  Two  years  ago  she  had 
tak(Mi  her  own  theatre  and  had  sud- 
deidy  awakened  to  tind  luM-self  famous. 
Her  French,  Italian,  and  English  were 
perfect,  and  she  could  act  e(|ually  w<>ll 
in  either  lauj-uaa'c. 

FornuM-ly  Mme.  U.'s  virtues  had 
consisted  mainly  in  her  genvfositv  and 
kindness  of  heart,  and  h<>r  days  had 
been    spent    without     the    ties    of    home 
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life.     Now  that    she    liad    taken   up   this 
youn<r    waif    of    fortune,    and     had     felt 
the   first    warninos    of    advaiieing   years, 
all    her    eiier(,q(>s    and    maternal    instinet 
went     out     to     the     child     in     the    long- 
in<r    to    shield     her     from     the     tempta- 
tions and    liar(lshij)s  of    hn-   chosen    j)ro- 
fession.    The  world  thou<,dit  "l.a  (Jinna" 
nuist  have  a  lover,  hut  no  one  could  ever 
su<,^gestwho  might  be  the  lucky  man,  and 
soon  gossips  gave  up  trying  and  left    her 
name    clean    and    untarnished.     Tieeina 
saw   in    her    benefactress   only   an   angel 
disguised    as    a    genius,    and    one    night 
Mme.    R.    knelt    down    alone    and    said 
the   first  prayers  she  had    said   in   thirty 
years. 

"  Thank  (iod  that  somebody  has  come 
into  my  life  who  thinks  me  good !"  Tiien 
she  went  over  to  tlie  glass  and  put  fresh 
powder  on  her  face. 

And  now  their  friendship  was  still  as 
strong  as  ever.  It  is  I'iccina  who 
must  rub  away  a  headache  or  attend 
to  the  smallest  want.  For  Mme.  U. 
it     was     Piccina's     criticism     onlv    that 
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counted  at  ivhojirsals,  and  her  opinion 
of  a  l)()ok  or  a  f)ainting  the  only  opinion 
worth  hearing.  Now  tliat  she  was  get- 
ting old  l^iecina  begged  iier  to  leave  the 
stage  and  let  her  own  efforts  support 
the  two,  and  Mnie.  1{.  at  last  had  con- 
sented thiit  this  woidd  he  her  final  ap- 
pearance. She  would  retire  in  the  height 
of  her  glorv.  for  her  youth  had  bet^n 
marvellously  preserved.  Beauty  she  had 
never  had. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


COME    in.      Ah!  is  it  Lord  Frost? 
Shew  him  in." 

Ginnie  had  fallen  asleep,  and 
was  only  half  awake  when  her  visitor 
entered.  Just  one  li^rht  burned  on  a 
low  table  b<>hind  the  ::ofa.  She  had  not 
meant  to  see  any  eallers,  but  was  so 
taken  by  surj)ris(>  at  h(>arin<r  the  name 
of  the  man  about  whom  she  had  just 
Ih'«mi  dreannii^r.  that  she  let  him  eonie 
in.  He  stood  before  her  with  his  hat, 
stick  and  i,dov<>s  in  hand,  beir^rin^r  hor 
not    to   rise. 

"I  will  lak(>  you  at  your  word.  then. 
Tliis  is  my  hour  '  rest,  and  I  always 
lie  down." 

Sh(>  laid  her  hand  on  the  arm  chair 
near  her  lu^ad,  invitino-  him  to  sit  beside 
her.  Hr  looked  very  ha^^^Mrd  and  pale 
from    the   nii,dit    before. 

"I   have  not   r(>st<><j  for  a  nioincMt  since 
scentiiyou  last  evciiincr.""  |i,>  b.^i-an  at  once. 
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"And  is  tlic  stock  lui.rkot  as  had  as 
all  that.-" 

"Not  as  had  as  that,  hut  pretty  had 
nevertheless.  1  hojx'  there  ^vill  he  a 
ehaii^^'e  for  the  hetter  het'ore  next  Wed- 
nesday, when  I  must  sail,  as  nuieh  de- 
ixMids  on  niv  <^-ettin<j,'  hack  to  Knirland 
het'ore  the  tirsi  of  Deeeudter  anvwav, 
I  did  very  well  in  yesterday's  market, 
so  I  must  not  eomjdaiii,"' 

"If  Mr.  Uernard  has  heen  advisini!" 
you.  I  am  sure  you  have  come  out  well. 
He  is  a  speculahxc  n'enius.  Hut.  prav. 
what  have  nou  (Ioik  with  the  iifeat  foi'- 
tune  your  father  left  you.  and  how  e()m(\s 
it    that    \  on    need   to  speculate.-" 

"Ahl  you  know  somethin;.;- ahoul  mv 
poor  father  r " 

"  I    have  ht-ard  of  liim." 

"\\<ll.  I  Ixtrrowcd  ahead,  von  sec: 
then  I  sp<{  ulate(|  and  lost:  l»orro\\<'(l 
a<j;aui.  and  ili<  u.  luckih,  o-o!  to  know 
Mr.  I5e:nai'tl.  and  came  (»ut  here  liopiti^" 
he  would  ijo  somethint''  f(»i'  me.  While 
we  lia\'e  not  heen  pONiti\rj\  lui!i<_>r\,  w c 
h.;i\(>  hail  to  i^ive  up  a  irood  man\   thiniis 


rilK  JKWKLLKl)  lai.F, 


191 


of   late   wliicli    it    \h)vvs   u\v   to   do    with- 
out." 

TIkmi  tlu'v  fell  to  talkin,^  alxnit  Iiis 
l.-itluM\  and  (iimii,-  a.sk<(l  maiiv  (|ii('.s- 
t  'tis  conccniiiiu-  the  last  v<'ars'  of  |,i. 
litV.  SIic  loved  iuarino-  ..dK.ut  ti„-  d,>ar 
old  man.  and  \cil  spoke  of  hi,,,  ^ith 
much  affection  and  admiration. 

"'rhonnh  I  hardly  know  Knuhmd, 
li.-ivino'  only  had  a  oli,,i|,se  ,,f  it  ..,s  ;, 
chihK  the  papers  have  made  me  famil- 
i;ir  with  some  nam(s.  i  jik(>  to  li(>ar 
Mi<<>  thin^rs  al.out  people  |  have  lean,,.,] 
to  respect.  Th,.  l)„k,.  of  (.rantley— 
1    read      was   to   he   mani<'d  .'"' 

"The  papers  are  achiiin-  to  ovf  liini 
married,  hnt  he  is  severely  iinul,.. '  HaHu  r 
■selfish  of  him.  1  think'.  It  is  natural 
tl'-'t  a  man  should  prefer  his  liherty, 
'»"»  I  tliiuk  that  a  man  of  his  jiositicm' 
•slioidd   marry  to  keep  np  his  name." 

"Aren't  there  otli<>r  ways  (.f  keepin<r 
'Ip  .U'l-eal    names    Jxsidcs    l.ivedi,,n' .- •" 

"Oil.  yes.  I  daresay:  hut  the  j.opidar 
';l''.'  i-  th;;i  an  .Idesl  son  should  marry 
lor  the  Nake  of  an   heir." 
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"I  cannot  ••loicc  with  yon.  I  think 
that  a  man  is  (h)in<>-  h(>ttcr  thin<rs  hv 
hcino-  iiohic  a. id  nsrfnl  to  his  conntrv 
than  l)y  niarrvino'  withont  any  lioly 
feelino".  IIo\vcv(m-.  Ixmiio-  an  ohi  maid 
myself,  I  am  always  ojad  to  air  my  views 
on  matrimony/' 

Neil  lano-lu'd  n^'wonsly  and  IxMit  over 
to  poke  the  fire,  which  did  it  distinct 
harm. 

"We  were  talkin;^'  ahonl  (iraiitlev. 
Kather  a  cnrions  sort  ol"  chai),  Herti(>  is. 
II(>  has  spent  enormous  >ums  on  ;dl 
kinds  ol'  n^t'orm  movements,  hke  hnild- 
iiii;  tenements  I'or  the  poor  with  hath- 
rooms,  which  thev  onlv  nse  for  st()ra<n>. 
.Mso.  which  most  people  don't  know, 
he  is  ver\  keen  on  cnconra"in«''  aitists, 
writers,  mnsicians.  and  ail  those  hclj)- 
less  soi't   of  ducks." 

Neil  rose  from  Ihe  mined  Hre  and 
stood  with  his  hack  to  il.  Ila|)piiii>-  his 
coat-tails. 

"  \rc  von  and  Im>  j-rcat  friends?" 
asked  ( iinm<'. 

"No.         I    c;i  Tt    sa\    we   arc.    althonoh 
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I  always  \'vv\  sure  tliat  (Jraiitley  would 
not  say  hehiiid  my  Lack  wliat  lie  ivallv 
tlioii<,dit  aLoiit  me.  unless  lie  were  eor- 
nere(i."  Neil's  nionicnlaiy  candor  was 
delio'litfnl.      (iinnie  lan<>lu'd. 

"That  is  the  sort  of  stutF  iriends  are 
made  of,  even  if  they  aren'i  (Uirs." 

She  smiled  so  symp.itheticnliy  that  he 
felt  as  if  her  world  had  ahva\s  been  his, 
and  said,  leanin^^  towards  her: 

"Hut  why  do  I  talk  to  you  like  this — 
about  all  sorts  of  I h inns  far  awav  from 
you?" 

"Because  they  are  m>ar  to  you.  Peo- 
pl(>  always  do  talk  to  mw  about  thin^^s 
near  to  them,  not  to  me."' 

'I'he  note  of  loneliness  was  entirely 
lost  on  -Neil.  He  went  on  as  if  talkin<r 
to  himself: 

"It's  funnv  how  thiiios  chaie'C.  Now, 
I  had  a  wild  Irish  friend  n<»bodv  thought 
he  would  ever  l»e  caught.  iiut  he  was, 
and  by  the  last  person  1,1  the  world  one 
wotdd  have  susp(>eted.  and  now  he  is 
'he  b'dh  r  of  an  enorniou-.  famiiv  of 
.lew    boys,    wjiieh    iiiusl    be    a    <>reat    trial. 
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But  they  say   ho   is   devoted   to   his   un- 
attractive    wife,     ;nid     lias    dowered    all 
liis  sisters  and   some  of   his  cousins  and 
aunts.     He  is  hurstino-  into  politics  hiin- 
self.      Kindest   man   in  the  world,  Ham- 
ilton  is.     It's  a    pity   he  couldn't   marry 
Mrs.    Van    Ehens,    hut    .she   and    I    were 
rather   pals   once,   and    to   tell   the   truth, 
I    tear    she     has     m  ver    (|uite     "ot    over 
it,  althou<;h  J  shouldn't  say  so." 
^   He    lau^^died    uneasily  and    continued: 
"She  and  (irantley  are  inseparable,  and 
yet    there    has    never    heen    a    breath    of 
scandal    about    them,      (irantley    can    do 
;mythin<,^  and  nobody  abuses  hijn.  where- 
;is    I    can't    move    without    trea(lin<r    on 
someone's    toes.      Sh,>    has    orown    (,uite 
.1    power    in    London;    not    as    voun<r    as 
she  miu-ht  be.  but  looks  thirtv-five.  ^She 
lit'lps    H,.rtie    with    all    his    schemes    an<l 
visits  the  miserabhs  and  all  that  sort  of 
thin<r.      It's   extraordin;  ry    what    she   has 
developed     into.      I     w,„ild     ,„.v,.,-     have 
believ(>d     eiohteen     years     a^o     that     she 
could  have  been  a  useful  woman." 
(iinnie  smiled  and  moved  a  trifle. 
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"Eio-liteen  years  is  a  long,  long  time," 
she  said,  "and  the  good  or  l)ad  in  us  has 
plenty  of  chance  to  grow.  But  you — are 
snd(kMi'v  drawn  to  me,  chng  to  nie,  h^an 
on  me!  It  amuses  me."  She  turned  her 
weird  eyes  fuH  into  his. 

"I  can't  think  wliy  I  talk  to  you  this 
way—" 

"You  said  that  hefore!"  She  laughed. 
"You  see  my  art  gives  me  great  balance, 
it  helps  me  to  see  things  in  their  true 
proportions.  That  is  why  I  appreciate, 
it  is  why  you  find  me  sympathetic.  Do 
you  follow  ni'j  .^" 

"Yes,  go  on."  He  rose  and  lit  cigar- 
ettes for  h(>r  and  liiniself,  and  sat  down 
again  opj»osit<'.  close  to  her.  "Of  course 
I  follow  you.  ^'ou  helieve  that  mirth 
and  laughter  arc  life.  You  are  a  great 
comedienne,  and  vour  art  has  tau<i-lit 
you  that.      I  (piitc  agn^-  with  you." 

She  shook  her  head  wearily,  then  Mew 
a  ring  of  sTuoke  into  the  air  and  watched 
it   fade   hefore  she  ;itiswered: 

"That  is  not  (piite  what  I  meant.  I 
have  indeed  l(>arned  to  cherish  the  sound 
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of  lionost  iinrth  as  something  Iioly, 
soiDothing  sent  by  God  to  helj)  us  to  live, 
help  us  to  live!"  She  stretched  out  Iier 
arms  passionately,  and  let  them  drop  at 
once  again.     "13ut  that -is  not   life." 

Again  she  had  woven   her  spell    about 
him. 

"Jt  is  so  strange,"  he  said,  "the  way 
you  talk,  and  look." 

"What  do  1  look  like.-" 

He  criticized  her  mentally  for  a  few 
minutes. 

"You  are  like  a  tigress." 

"A  tigress  ?" 

"  \es,  and  perhaps  you  come  out  among 
people  only  to  tear  them  limb  from  limb, 
devour  tliem.  and  leave  their  bones,  or 
soul,  to  bh'ach   in   the  sun." 

"What  a  sweet  nature  you  hav(>  drawn 
for  mine!  I  wonder  vou  canie  so  far 
to  tell  me  this." 

"I  didn't  come  just  to  t(>]i  you  this, 
but  I  wanted  to  tell  you  this  too." 

"Oh!  do  you  fc(>I  better  now.-"  She 
turned  her  fae(>  toward  liini  with  an 
irresistible    smile.     Jle    longed    to    crush 
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her  in  his  ;irnis.  He  often  lono-ed  to 
seize  women,  and  usually  did,  but  he  was 
afraid  of  this  one.  Slie  saw  what  he  felt, 
so  she  said,  turnino-  away  from  him: 

"Do  you  know  what  I  fear  for  you? 
An  awful  catastrophe.*" 

"And  what  is  that,  prav  ?" 

■  t.' 

'"I'hat  you  are  fallino-  in  love  with  me, 
which  would  he  rather  a  trial,  for  I  am 
not  the  wife  your  manuna  would  approve 
of.  Besides,  I  (|uite  for<)jot,  and  so  did 
you,  that  you  havi^  a  wife." 

She  seemed  to  have  sj)rinkled  him  with 
cold  water,  hut  his  fire  was  not  to  he 
(juenched  so  easily. 

"Uell,  sup})ose  I  do —am  are  in  love 
with  you  .'" 

"  \Vell,  if  you  do — am — are  in  love  with 
me   "take  care  of  yourself,  for  I  won't." 

"What  do  you  mean  l)y  'you  won't' r" 

"1  onlv  mean  that  von  have  prohahlv 
never  heen  in  love  before,  and  it  would 
strike  dee}).  I  have  l)een  in  love,  and  it 
mio'ht  \}c  a  t<Mnj)tation  for  m<>  t(»  make 
you  suffer  as  I  once  snlfered — and — I 
always  yield  to  temptation." 
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She  flung  her  arm  up  liigh  above  lier 
head  in  a  nia(l(kMn"ng  attitude.  He  couhl 
not  make  out  if  lie  dare  hope  to  win  her, 
onv  day,  for  his  mistress,  or  if  she  was 
as  pure  as  she  looke(K  A  woman's  mouth, 
he  knew,  sel(h)ni  deceives  a  j)raetise(l  eve. 
"  I  believe  1  am  falling  i„  hne  with  you. 
1  came  very  near  it  once  in  my  youth,  but 
never  have  been  really  in  love  i)efore." 

"Tell  me  about  it.  Was  the  girl  in 
love  with  you  or  did  you  marry  for-  foi- 
curiosity.-'" 

lie  flushed  and  answered: 
"It    was    before    I     was    married.      A 
little  cousin  of  niine." 

"Do  tell  me  about  it.  It  sounds  most 
romantic.  And  was  she  silly  enough  to 
be  fond  of  you  .^" 

"Thank  you.  Ves,  she  was  silly 
enough  to  be  fond  of  me.  She  was  a 
strange,  half-mad  creature,  and  had  vis- 
ions of  beconu'ng  Lady  I  rost.  and  being 
relieved  of  momw  worries.  She  was 
quite  young,  about  seventeen,  and  I  con- 
fess I  was  charmed  with  her.  because  she 
was    so    diU'erenl    from    other     oirls-  the 
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scheniinn^  little  wivtch !  She  put  iiio 
tlirou«;li  my  tricks  likoapcri'orniing  j)00(lle, 
hut  uiy  uiotluM-  cnnio  iuto  tlir  l)r('a('li 
like  a  soldier  and  |)acked  her  oi\\  and  I 
I'ouud  uiy  head  and  made  a  seusihle  mar- 
ria<i;(>.  Kveryhody  in  Eu^daud  was  talk- 
inn;  ahout  it  at  the  time.  Odd,  you  never 
heard  ahout  it." 

"I  never  see  nnieh  of  En<>lish  people. 
You  know  I  don't  like  them.'' 

"Don't  you  y  And  we  are  all  mad 
ahout  you  in  I^ondon.  Paris  means 
'  La  (iinna  '  to  thre(>-(juarters  of  the  men." 

"Tlia  only  heeause  they  can't  meet 
me.  I  as  too  l)usy  to  talk  like  tliis  at 
home  to  j)eople  in  the  afternoon.  ATadame 
R.  does  all  that  sort  of  thintjj.  Here  I 
atn  out  for  |)leasure.  i-iit  «ro  on  and  tell 
me  more  ahont  your  cousin.  \Miv  did 
y.tu  not  marry  her,  and  what  did  your 
moth(>:"  do  ?" 

"Oh!  it  is  a  lou^^  story,  l)ut  motli(>r 
found  out  she  was  an  illegitinuite  child." 

"  Did  you  tell  her  .^" 

"Yes.  J  telt  it  my  duty:  and  then 
mother  felt  it  her  dulv  to  sa*  rifice  the  <nrl 
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'<"■  '"<•.  ;iii(|  she  told  her  she  iiiiist  Icjivo 
fl'<'  lioiisc  at  <)ii((>.  r;,tli(>r  clcvorlv  niakiiio- 
Imt  iVcl  slic  had  ((.iiiiiiittrd  an  awful 
<ni.u«  not  to  have  tohl  us  soou,.r  tlic 
<''<iiin.slan(cs  of  her  hirth.  Mother  also 
made  her  pronnse  uol  to  tell  luv  lather, 
soue  just  let  him  lliiidv  sli,>  had  ilin  away." 
We  eoncluded  that  was  hest.  My  fatluT 
felt  verv  hadU ."" 
"Ahout  wjiat.'" 

"Ahoul  (iiniu'e'sde|)artun>.  Ileruauie 
w.is  (iiuuie  Allerti.  I  suppose  she  is 
swjithed  in  sal.les  and  jewels  soni(>wliere 
to-d.-iy.  I  nuisi  say  sli(>  has  hehaved 
nither  well  not  to  hunt  us  uj)  or  nuike  a 
i'liss.  H(,\vevei-.  ]  doul.t  il' anyhodv  would 
liMVe  nveived  her  in  England,  after  mother 
Jiiid  Lady  Harr  had  fiin'shed  with  Ihm"." 

"Then  she  "..■liev(>d  your  mother 
tliouo-ht  she  had  done  wronj,^- and  your 
mother,  in  lu-r  heart,  did  not  think"  she 
Ii;id  done  wrono'.  |,nt  in(>rely  lied  to  save 
you  from  what  she  thouuht  was  an 
unwise   nian'ia<>'e .'"" 

"  Exactly,  yes.      It    sounds   I)rut;d,   hut 
alter  all,   I  am  a   man  of  the  world,  and 
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rcjilizc  tluit  fill"  iiiaiiv  must   he  sjicrificed 
for  the  IVw." 

"  Who  chooses  the  IVw  .-" 
"The  few   clioosc   th«'iiis(>lv('s."      Thcv 
l)olh  hiiiohcd  iiiirtlilesslv. 

"And  h;id  thi.>  this  htth-  (Jiiiiii*'  not 
one  tiiciid  ill  Enolaiuj  r"' 

"^(•s,  one  or  two,  Mrs.  \'aii  KIhmis, 
Jiiid  (iraiith'v.  always  stood  hy  hvw  l)ut  I 
(h)nl»t  if  the  foriiicr  saw  her  aoain. 
My  wife  is  very  l)itter  al»oiit  this  part  of 
11  ly  past." 

*'  Have  you  no  curiosity  to  see  lier  now, 
in  spite  of  jewels  and  sahles,  or  wliatever 
(K'ptlis  your  mother's  sense  of  dutv  may 
have  j)hniged  her  into.-" 

"I  can't  honestly  say  J  liave,  and 
hardly  think  I  sliould  recognize  li"r.  I 
am  afraid  she  might  become  a  care  to  me. 
"^  ou  know  how  these  eager,  intense  i)eoj)le 
are-  pistols,  poison-  or  one  is  l)oml)ard- 
ed  to  death  witli  notes." 

"So  you  think  that  she  might  still  care 
for  you  ?" 

"She  nn'ght.     She  was  so  odd." 

"So  you   prefer  to  l(>t  yourself  fall   in 
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lovo  with  1110,  which,  in  your  scH'-conoeit, 
you  feel  (juito  h;iniiIoss  and  safe!  JJut  let 
me  warn  you  I  h)ve  to  |)Iease,  and  I-  I 
Miio-ht  try  to  t(>ach  vou  to  hiuoli.  ^ou 
must  oo  ,„)\\  ;,s  I  ;ini  obiio-ed  to  diTss. 
I'niy  don't  h>ht  the  other  hoht.  Mv 
eyes  fed  tired;  hcsides.  !  .s(>e  ail  ]  want 
<)t  yon  as  it  is.  To-niorrow  I  fear  J  am 
<'n«ia^^.d,  ,nid  a  thousand  tlianks  for  the 
orchids." 

She  had   risen   while  she  was  speaking 
and  stiMxl  <  i(»sc  hcsidc  him. 

"lint  I  sliali  he  in  .Mr  Bernard's  hox 
to-night.  May  I  conic  and  sec  you  he- 
tween  the  a<"ts  .-*" 

"Xo.  jH'rhaps  I  will  how  lo  you  across 
the  foollio-hts  and  I  shall  make  von 
langli,  (iood-inght.""  She  cxiciided  iu'r 
''■■""I  ♦<»  him.  II,-  raised  i|  (,,  his  lips  and 
thc\  p.iilcd.  ,Iiis|  ;i|  that  ni«nn<"nt  Mad- 
ame \{.  j,,.kcd  her  lie;i(|  in  .it   the  door. 

'Wloii  Din,,  rhrri, ,  \  Ihonght  he  would 
stay    iorever.      \ On    nmsi    !„•    hred    out." 


( i  i  n  r 


ne  (  iiildiK cd   her,  saviiK'': 


"  Hetore    I   go  |,,  ,|i(ss   I    innst    tell    \(.u 
something.     I  )o  \on  rcmcniher.  \(\irs  ai^o 
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T  ('.•mie  to  yon,  stjigt^criii^-  under  tlic  weiglit 
of  a  (rrvn{  sin  ?" 

"Mercy  yes,  hut  I  never  believed  it," 
jinswered    ihe   old    l;i<ly   impatiently. 

*'IJiit  I  l)<'li(>ved  it.  I  believed  ivhat  I 
\va.^  told.  But  I  am  so  ulad  to  1)(>  able  to 
tell  you   now  that   1   did  not  do  anything 


wrong. 


"Uhal's  |)ut  it  in  your  head  anvwav.^ 
I  never  cared  a  bit,  child,  if  you  did  or 
not:    never  gave   it   another  tliought." 

"IJut  I  do     and  it  is—" 

" There  now.  run  along  and  dress. 
\>ou'l  go  wandering  on  and  using  u|)  ail 
your  (Murgies  thinking  and  feeling  before 
yon  go  to  th(>  theatre.  I  wish  Lord  P'rost 
would  stay  at  home  with  the  old  jellv-fish 
he  married  I  always  did  hate  late  callers. 
Now.  (iiiiuie.  to  business.  \  want  von 
to  |»nl  this  spoiled  .XuKM'iean  jtress  into  i 
fever  of  admiration  to-night.  WV  both 
ought  l(».  for  that  matter,  as  I  have  spent 
a  small  fortune  on  conciliatcMy  taeti<s 
already."  She  pushed  Piccina  into  the 
adjoining  dressing-room,  and  went  on 
nmtf<'ring  to  hers(>|f. 


!i;i 


ill, 

■f! 


(  IIAP  lEU  \ 


TMK    first    nio-lit   was  an   iiii(|imlifio(l 
success    lor    hotli    actresses. 

riicv    met   ill   their  coinnioii  sit- 
ting-room at  the  \\;ihh)rt  astlieysatdown 
to    their   j)rimitivi'   sii|)j)er   ot"   hread   and 
milk,    eogs   and   fruit,    i      their  (h-essiiiL^- 
gowns.  Mine.  R.'s  mood  grew  sympathetic 
alter  tiu'  h'ght  repast,  and  she  drew  Tieeina 
on  to  talk  ahoiit  her  late  visitor,  and  then 
for  the  first  tim,-  the  girl  told  her  the  full 
history  of  her  past,   finally  giving  her  a 
description  of  the  afl(>rnoon\s  call.      The 
old  actnvss  |)Ushed   h(>r  dirty  j)late  so  far 
away  she  almost  upset   the  milk  pitcln'r. 
■'"<'     ^vith     a     thoroughly     disgusted     ex- 
pression on  her  face,  looked  strai'^dit  into 
the  fire   for  some   minutes   hefore   speak- 


"Hanging  is  too  good  for  them  all. 
They  haven't  enough  Iccling  to  (rvl  flu- 
rope;  they  wouldn't  even  feel  sea-sick  if 
they  swung.      Hut  we  will  think  out  sum,. 


THE  JEWELLED  BALL 


205 


way  to  repay  them,  some  way  to  make 
liiiii  crawl  and  grovel  at  your  feet,  to 
spend  hi.,  money,  probe  his  secrets, 
|)uncture  his  career,  and  then  w<>  will  hoth 
kick  him  into  an  ash-heap  and  jump  on 
his  remains  as  lon<i;  as  we  have  breath  in 
our  bodies.  There,  I  feel  better,  (io 
and  (rv[  me  my  cnrlinn^-kids  and  send  the 
maid  to  bed.  I  am  ready  fo  talk  to  von 
half  the  nioht.  AnjL,^er  always  makes  me 
feel  youn^jT." 

(iinnie  fetched  th(>  things  and  ATme.  H. 
Ix'gan  rolling  up  her  hair  in  front  of  the 
sitting-room    nn'rror. 

"I  don't  want  to  waste  my  time  talking 
abodi  them  with  folded  hands.  Bernard 
would  do  anything  for  you  and  me.  I 
think  he  likes  m(>  best,  in  his  heart,  an<l  I 
will  mak(>him  rnin  Lord  I-'rost  finaneiallv; 
\\<''ll  tuiid)le  his  stocks,  humiliate  him, 
and  his  nioihcr,  and  wife,  and  the  only 
chilli  he  d;  'cs  to  acknowledge." 

<  •iiinie  said  not  hiiig,  a  nd  t  he  ot  hei'  w cnl 
on.  !'ren/ie<l  with  delight  ;it  making  the 
most  horrible  .md  degrading  j)icture  of 
Xeil  s  liiture.      ( )iiee  ( iinnie  re    Monslrated 
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iVebly,  but  the  old  actress  turned  on  her 
savagely : 

"Shame,    shame!     'J'here    are    euouirh 
novels  written  without  j)unishing  the  hero, 
enout<h   tragedies   in    lite   where    men   go 
unpunished    because    women    are    afraid. 
Life  is  a  test  of  courage,  and  those  who 
cannot  fight  should  Ix'  poisoned  in  time 
to    save     themselves    from     worse     than 
death.      Why,   it's  the  women  who  can't 
fight  who  are  ruined.     It's  the  men  who 
can't  fight  w         irift  into  all  vices.      It's 
the  })assions  we  ci.nnot  fight  that  con<|uer 
and   consume   us.      Never  talk   to   mc  of 
not    (ighling,    and,    thank    (iod,    1    have 
fought  all  my  life,  and  will  until   I  draw 
my  last  l)reath      fight  for  justi<'e.      These 
people  who  pretend  to  be  so  good;    these 
pillars  of  the  church.  Ihat  pt'0|)le  like  vou 
and    I.   surrounded,   as   uc  are.   b\    t'V(>rv 
temj)lation.    look    iij)on    as    models    mid 
angels;    these  pillars  of  llie  church.  I  say, 
who   hold    llle^l^el^<s  so   luLdi   we   liardlv 
dai'e  look  up  in  their  faces,  do  more  harm 
to    us      IniniamtN    at    lari-f      than    ;:il    the 
jail-birds  that  e\-er  iixcd.      We  hope  some- 
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tiling  of  tluMii;    we  expect  something  of 
tluiii,  })i!t  weonlv  find  them  more  coward- 
ly,   more   cruel,    w.orv   worldly    than    the 
sharpest    harlot   on    tiie   boulevards.      To 
think   that  to  save  that  rotten   man  your 
life,  your  honor,  your  re}»utation  was  all 
sacrificed,  and  in  tlu>  name  of  dutv— and 
that  his  poor  father's  one  joy  was  taken 
from  him,  and  that  he  should  he  made  to 
think  you  heartless  and  ungrateful  while 
those  society  vultures  pounced   on  your 
memory -ugh!    -1  Jmte  it  all.  that  stmse- 
less   s  K'iety,    that    empty    morality —that 
hvr)ocrisv   -" 

^^ords  at  last  failed  her.  She  stopped 
hreatlness,  her  eyf's  blazing.  (;inm"e  was 
truly  touched  hy  h.r  sympathy  and  love, 
although  she  could  not  (piite  agree  with 
all  she  said,  and  knew  it  was  fatal  to  argue 
vith  her,  and  would  only  j)ut  her  into  a 
more  violent  t(  inp<M-. 

MadameU.  looked  auouf  h<r.s(>i/ingthe 
unoiren<liiig  orchi<ls  and  llin-sting  Ihetn 
into  the  flame,  she  watched  tluMu  sizzle 
with  a  smilr  (,f  satisfaction,  (iinnie 
closed  her  arms  about  her. 
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Mine.  II.  })u.slie<l  her  fT(>ntly  iwxny 
from  her. 

"I  do  l)oliove  Tin  ^oiiin;  to  cry  my- 
self— run  away  to  hed  now,  1  want  to 
write  some  letters  and  be  alone." 


(  JIAITKR   \I. 

11  was  nearly  noon  wIkmi  (iininC 
ran<i'  for  her  breakfast.  She  had 
sh'|)t  hite.  and  then  icad  her  h-t- 
ters  and  |)a))ers,  saving'  a  not*'  from  Neil 
lor  the  last.  The  eriticisins  of  jier  [))•(-- 
vio'is  nio'ht's  |)ei-foi-niane(^  wci-e  ver\  u'ood, 
!)etler  than  she  had  expected.  She  ha<i 
Ireatt'd  (he  rej)ortei's  like  human  l)ein<^s, 
and  arrano-ed  with  civility  to  meet  all 
who  wanted  to  see  hei':  after  all.  thev 
were  (vii-nini;'  a  iivin<^'.  just  as  she  was  — 
which  inanv  are  inclined  to  fora'ct. 

Neil's  letter  look. d  f,it  and  iiit(>rest- 
iui;-  as  she  Inined  it  over  in  her  hand, 
and  with  it  was  a  sniall  hox  from  a 
jeweller,  also  addnsscd  in  his  hand- 
writing'. Theri"  was  no  personal  [)leas- 
iire  in  hearini;'  from  him.  jusi  |>ride 
satisfied,  feelinu-  hjin  rn/i)tl(.)inr.  crawl- 
inj^'  at  her  feet,  u rati  fid  for  a  W(trd  or 
snn'le,  hc^'anse  he  was  a  worm,  with  a 
coi-on<'t   <>\«'r   Iiis  slimy   head      sur*  1\    not 
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a  c-oiKnicst  to  l)('  i)n)U(l  of.      Prinic  M'm- 
istorr      Fiddlesticks!      lie    IukI     not     the 
first   .symj)toin  ol"  o-n-itiioss   in   liis   wlioje 
tnakc-uj).      She   tiioiioht   over   f!ie   inateli 
liis    iiiainiiia    had    arrano;ed    so   earefuliy 
ior    hiiri.    and    wondered    that    a    woman 
with    such    a     rej)utation    for    clevenu^ss 
coidd    have    (h)iie    such    ;!    stupid    thiiK^. 
Ur    was   a    httk-    riclier.    hut    \ivien    had 
uot    stiinuhded    his    hrain.    his   cliaracter, 
or  career,   and   far  from    helj>ino>  him   to 
tultil    his    amlution,    had    draoo'.,]      |,j,,, 
down    with     her    own     purposek'ss     \\h\ 
"How    can    so    many    niofluM's    pick    out 
such     wives    for    their    sons.-"    thou<rht 
(iiiiuie.      Mme.  H.  liad  famied  her  faint 
feelini,^   of    bitterness    toward  Neil    into   a 
k)n<;ino-    for    revenov;    >he    wouM    hke    to 
make    him    reaUze    that    Ihe    poor     hllle 
cousin,  whom  they  had  not  Ihounlit  ooo,] 
cnoun-h    [o    1h>;,,.    the    family    iiam<','  was 
;d    least    a    woman    of    p()W(>r   and    i-diu- 
<Mice,     whil(>    the    oii(«    they    had     selected 
was     not.      (;inm'e     was     not     conceited, 
'•lit    slie    realized    that    her    weapons    for 
the  battle  of  life  ha<i   been   few,  and  she 
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IkkI  won  it.  At  scvcntooii  she  had  iroiie 
ak>iK'  into  the  woi'hi  wlicic  men  and 
women  live  tlirouoh  their  wits.  e(jnij)|)ed 
simply  with  a  In'oli  sense  of  truth  and 
honor,  a  warm  heart,  a  devoted  servant 
and  a  diamond  chain.  Xohody  had 
l»een  iiaj)))ier  at  (iinnie's  triunij)li  than 
poor  old  Felicia,  and  (iinnie  was  ojad 
her  snec<'ss  had  heen  won  before  that 
beloved  companion  died. 

(iinnie  was  always  r^ady  to  share 
with  j)oor  miseral)le  hnmanitv  everv- 
thino-  .slu>  could.  Neil,  on  the  contrarv, 
had  o<)ii('  into  the  world  deternn'ned  to 
oet  everything-  from  every  one  for  his 
own  use  and  advancement,  to  share 
nothing-  with  any  one  that  he  could  help, 
and  to  oivc  jis  little  for  what  he  <ro[  as 
possible.  When  h(>  started  sj)(>cnlatin<^-. 
it  was  ratiier  with  the  feelin<i'  that  Am- 
erican stocks  would  I'ise  for  beiiiix  bou<rht 
by  him:  but  they  didn't,  and  it  was 
when  he  benan  to  se<>  thin<>s  erumblin<r 
away  that  he  <onrted  \lr.  ntM-nard's 
friendship  in  KuLdand.  althou'di  in  lIuMr 
earlier  ac<|Uaiutauce  he  had   \>rvn   barely 
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civil  to  him,  tVcliiin-  tli;it  Aiiicricjiii   iiicn 
were    not    of    liis    own    clnss.      Mr.    Uer- 
nard,    on    the    other    hand,    exjx-cted    to 
race    in    England    the    t'olh)win<>-    snrin*'-, 
and  felt  that  a  few  tii)s  on  stocks  would 
l)e  well   invested.      Ur  had  done  a   i-real 
deal  for  Neil  that  only  a  verv  rich,  kind 
and   clever    man   could    do;    had    advis(>(l 
him   which   of   his   stocks   were  eats   and 
do,ij:s,    and    even    carried    sonu^    for    him. 
The  conse(jUeuce  was.  hy  the  way  thinos 
looked   now,   Neil   was   in   a   fair   way  to 
clear    twenty    thousand    [jounds    l>^    the 
ac((uaintance.     The  nioht   they   went    to- 
•i'cther    to    see    (Jinnie    make    her   (Ivhiit 
in    New     ^'()rk.    hy    the    time     the     cur- 
tain    went     down     it    was    "Dick"    and 
*'\eil."     with     a     j)artin<>-     poke    in    the 
ril)s     res)K)nded      to     hy    "Old     tVHow." 
Xeil    drove    home    on    air.      La     (Jinna 
had     looked     divine,    and     how    thev    all 
had    lauo;hed!      Kwn    \  ivien    oot    (|nile 
cheery    and    condescended    to    sav     she 
wotdd  like  to  meet  her. 

Lady    Frost   really   thouoht    La    (iinna 
was    a    o-rcat    actress,    and    it    would    he 
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ratln'i"  tvui  to  shew  licr  oil'  to  people  in 
London  next  sejison,  it"  she  could  only 
he  persuaded  to  come  ov(M'.  Neil  j)roni- 
ised  t<»  take  his  wife  to  eall  on  her  in  u 
day  or  two,  and  told  Jier  also  that  as 
she  was  such  a  <;reat  friend  of  Mr.  Her- 
uard's,  it  \\()uld  he  wise  to  he  luost 
civil  to  her. 

"Oh!  I  se(\  Neil,  why  you  app(>ared 
so  cjn-i.s  the  other  nielli.  At  first.  1 
confess.  !  nearly  felt  jealous;  foi'  she 
seemed  to  have  j)ut  you  in  a  trance." 

"Reinend>er.  \'ivien,  J.a  (iiniia  is  an 
actress  of  worldwide  reputation  now. 
She  took  it  upon  herself  to  tell  nie  a 
fairy  story  or  alleo;orv  or  something 
ahout  a  jew<'lled  hall,  and  with  her 
marvellous  power  of  rendering  she  took 
me  completely  oft'  my  feet,  and  1  actu- 
ally felt  myself  stumhling  through  a 
dismal  swamp  searching  for  it.  It  had 
heen  tossed  out  of  sight,  and — per- 
iiaps — 

Neil  turned  to  look  at  his  wife,  again 
caught  in  the  web  of  thought  La  Ginna 
had    j)lung(>d    him    into.      \'ivien's    face, 
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distinct  in  the  electric  light  of  the  .jiotor 
cal),  was  an  enamelled  blank. 

"Uhat  are  vou  ranihliiig  on  aoont? 
^  our  financial  success  has  vronv  to  your 
h(>ad.  Speakinn^  of  stocks.  \eil.  can't 
we  go  home  hy  way  of  Canada  and  get 
some  furs.-  I  want  an  erminedined 
dressing-gown.  1  hear  Mm,..  H.  has 
one.  and  the  houses  at  home  are  .so 
cruelly  cold.  Hcsid(>s,  J  am  longing  to 
see  A[ontr<'al.  Jt  must  he  such  a  pretty 
sight  to  see  the  French  Indians  walking 
through  the  streets  in  their  colored  hlank"^ 
ets.  Then  if  we  can  .sp.-i  '"•  time,  wc 
nn'ght   go   to  \  ancouver  for  a    .  end. 

I've  read  so  imich  ahout  the  Klo,Mlyke. 
When  we  get  hack  to  Ejigland  |)eople, 
a.e  sure  to  ask  us  ahout  Cjuiada."' 


("IIAPIER  VII. 

GIXXIK  still  lay  in  IxmI.  turning 
over  \\vY  K'ttcr,  as  yet  iiiiojx'iu'd. 
After  her  Krcakt'ast  N\as  finished 
she  ojxMied  the  hox.  and  ont  of  some 
f)ink  cotton  wool  and  tissne  pajxT  rolled 
a  o'old  hjill  the  size  of  a  robin's  eo;g 
h(>avily  stndded  with  unent  jewels.  It 
looked  like  Indian  work,  ex<|iusitely  done, 
with  a  j)erfeet  Mending-  of  colors;  tlien 
she  read  the  lettei': 
Dear  Srfj.voHi.N a, 

I  have  heen  ont  early  this  morning 
looking  for  the  jewelled  hall.  The  last 
two  nights  have  rohlxMJ  ine  of  tlie  desire 
to  sleej),  and  what  is  there  worth  having 
without  desire?  In  no  conventional 
hannts  conid  T  find  one:  and  th  •  dismal 
swamps  are  frozen  over  tuvir  New  ^  ork. 
But  in  a  j)awii  shoj)  I  chanced  to  find 
this;  I  am  sure  it  has  a  history,  ^'ou 
will  j)erhaj)s  he  generous  enough  to 
spjire  mt   the  tinu-  to  go  and  tell  you  it, 
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;it  Icjis!  ;is  ir.iicli  ;is  I  conM  I(>;ini  from 
tlir  vulture  i'mm  wlioiii  I  i)()iii;lit  it. 
Last  nio'lit  I  iioliccd  \(tii  worcji  (li.'imond 
cliaiii.  tlic  most  hcaiit  ifiil  our  |  \\n\v 
ever  seen.  It  llllIl^•  iicarlv  to  voiir  kii(>(vs. 
Il  to-iiiuht.  ulicii  1  no  to  .s(-c  \()iii-  com- 
rdv  auaiii.  I  fiiui  tlic  jew  filed  l(;dl  is 
liaii<,dii«;'  fniiii  it.  I  s|i;dl  fed  lli.it  m\ 
scai-cli    lias   I  of    Keen    in    \;nii.      \ On    uiM, 

I     know.     1»C    nj;id     to     !|(i|f     I     ;,ni     |cs>     WOI'- 

riiMl  jii.ont  linaiico.  I  do  like  that  man 
Bernard  ^o  mncii.  and  Mrs.  Hernard 
we  (in<|  e.|nallv  cliai-iniiin-.  If  yu\\  (onid 
■>i»;ii"<"  iiK'  an  lioui-  to-mocrow  I  sk  uild 
•^•>  like  to  hr'  m\  w  ife  |o  s,c  \ on  .md 
Mme.   1{. 

\oiirs. 

l''i<()Sl'. 

"  \\{'  von  ii|i  \ el  .- " 

Mme.  I{.  walkerl  mlo  Iier  room  jnNf 
as  I,;i  (iinna  w ,  ^  foldini;-  ii|»  liei'  letter, 
^'kim'e  handed  i|  to  lu'r  to  read,  with 
her  |.i-es.iit.  Mnie.  \{.  made  a  orimac- 
as   she   t  lirew    Ixd  h    dow  n. 

"  lie  \\anl>  to  he  devoted  |o  \on.  to 
kee|)     ill      Hernard'^    i^innl     oraee>.       'I  li.if 
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is   very   ])liiiii.      !?y   all    means   liaiio-   liis 
l)it  of  nihhi'ili  on  your  cliaiii.      l*ay  liini 
in   his  (*\vn  ;-oin.  and    I    will   i;-et   Bernard 
to    (Iroj)    liiiii    with    such    a    tliiKJ    that    it 
will     echo    across     the    continent.      Take 
cvcrvthinu'    von    can    ucf     from    him.      I 
hate  lo  sec  von   wear  his  mother's  chain, 
lint  sonu-  (la\   he  mu>^'  he  made  to  recoo- 
ni/e     it.      Lead     him     on     all     yon     can; 
make  him   look  shrivelled  and  i  idicnlous 
when    \(>n    are    ihrouirh    with    him.      (iet 
ii|)   now.   for  wc   nnr-.t   ^-et   some   more  air 
hefore    we    see    the    iiew^   )a|ter    people   - 
and    I    \\\\\>\    have    my    face    enamelled- 
and    ihri'c    u'ii'ls    arc    coming'    to    me    for 
aii\ic<"  ahoni  ii'oin;:,'  on   flic  sla<j,'e.      Heav- 
ens!     1      almost      forgot      them!      And      I 
make  it  a  rule  never  lo  disappoint  yonn<^f 
j)eo]>le.      It     hmls    so    dreadfully     hefore 
one  is  tw  enty." 

Mnie.  \{.  si^lH'd  and  drew  her  Inxuri- 
ou.s  inalinee  cloak  ahout  her  as  >lie  lelt 
the  room,  (linnie  |)romi-cd  to  <j,'et  up 
the  moment  she  had  written  one  letter, 
which  she  (vave  to  hci'  maul  to  send  at 
once    hv    a    nie>;seiiij-er.       She    la\     stdl    tor 
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a    fow    liiimitcs    .•iriciu.inJs.    ^     n^r    over 
the  contcMifs  a<rain  in  hvv  mind: 
Dkah   Loui)  Frost, 

"Your  reminder  sli;i;i  Ikmio-  o,,  ,„v 
'^'•""<"'«l  'I'^i'ii.  \V(<  sJH.nId  I.e  delio-lit'- 
<■<!  to  have  yoii  hrino-  L;,(iy  Frost  to'^'jdl 
to-morrow  afternoon  at   lea-tiiiie. 


"  \  ei-v  siiiccreh 


'■(..A." 


f 
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IT  was  a  very  mixed  party  that  iho 
Frosts  (MK'oimtcrcd  with  Mine.  U.  at 
tlie  WaMorf.  The  room  was  heav- 
ily seeiited  with  hhes.  Mine.  U.,  liow- 
ever  'irire,  was  irracel'ul  to  a  de<:jree,  in 
a  mass  of  j)ur{:le  ehilVon  and  lace,  with 
no  attempt  at  a  waist;  La  (iinna  was  in 
an  al)sohitely  phiin  emerald  orccii  velvet 
lea-^owu.  hordered  with  sahle,  openinij; 
low  at  the  throat.  The  chain  tif  dia- 
monds hun-  hea\'!v  ay;ainsf  it  since  the 
addition  of  th«'  jewJled  hall.  One  or 
two  newsj)a|)er  critics  wert'  haviiitr  the 
time  of  their  'ves.  a  poet,  a  |)ainter, 
and  the  two  or  thi-ee  youn*;  i'emah" 
adorers  that  usually  shadow  a  ii^reat 
artistji'or  auto^ra[)hs  and  a«lviee  lin- 
i.shed  the  parly.  Mm(>.  I{.  had  just 
(inished  siiniiny:  her  nanie  when  Lady 
I'rost  came  in.  Like  a  ^reat  many 
Kn<rlish  women  ot  her  class,  she  had 
nnich    heller    manners    abroad    than    at 
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I       .«'      She    was    still    liandsom*'    in    an 
Jirtificial  wav,  with   vorv  nu\  clu'cks  and 
quantities  of  l)ulgin<r  hlonde  enrls,  forni- 
inir  a  l)road  frame  around  lier  face:    with 
'ii.irl)|e  eyes  and  a  hi<rJi-poinfed  hnst  and 
sloi)in<r     hotth'     hips.    Vivien     sat     down 
with  some  dithenlty  on  the  Innju'st  chair 
in    the    room,    and    showed    her   teeth    at 
her    hostess    in    a    pleasant    attc-nij.t    at    a 
smile.      SJi(>  was  m.t   one  of  those  whose 
inward    disposition    had    felt    the    sensa- 
tions   of   a    smile,    and    con.seiinently    the 
outwanl    charm    of    that    irresistible    ex- 
j)ression   was   wholly  absent.      La    (iinna 
coiled    besidr    }„.,•    into    a    chair,    with    a 
sui>tle    or;,c,-    that     Lord     Fn,st    did    not 
fail  to  notice.      How  Ixvintifnl  she  looked; 
liow    InVh-br.MJ,    and    whal    a    wonderful 
hisire  in  her  eyes,  like  a  serpent!      Ladv 
Frost   fell   Uvv  charni  too.  as  (;inni(>  was 
determined    that    she    shonld.      She    had 
vision.s  of  becomino-  a  bit  of  a    IJohennan 
herself,   and    was   anxious   to   cultivate   a 
diH'erent   lot  of  peop!,.  |,,  wj,,-,!,   sin-  had 
iierefofore    been    accustomed.       She    had 
always    ,-nvied     Mnriei     \an     Kbens    the 
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|)o\ver  slio  had  of  jittractiiig  arouiul  her 
intiTcstiiif;  ])ooj)i(>  of  all  sorts  and  classes, 
and  she  inciilally  detenniiuMl  to  see  more 
of  her  in  the  fntnre  uIumi  she  returned 
to  Kniihiiid,  thonoli  she  had  never  Leen 
alile  entirely  to  rej)ress  a  certain  fc 'in^ 
of  jealousy  of  Ikm-  former  rival;  and 
this,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Neil 
had  often  said  he  never  could  have 
married  the  woman,  had  sh;'  heen  the 
last  one  on  earth — a  statement  which 
has  comforted   many  a  wife. 

"  ^'ou  have  never  heen  to  New  York 
li<>fore,  1  believe  ?"  he^an  (linnie  in  her 
si'ductive  voice.  "Does  not  the  noise 
of  screamin<i,  rollin<r  and  pufhng  thin»]^s 
ii'ct  on  vour  nerves  as  it  <loes  on  min<>?" 

\  ivicn  aaain  showed  her  tci'th,  and 
Neil  mtcrinpied  hy  saying  his  wife  had 
no  nerves  and  was  nuicli  to  he  envied. 
\\c  wisheii  io  Like  her  west  very  much, 
lo  the  Dakolas  if  lliey  liad  lime;  he  had 
some  cousins  who  h.-ni  started  a  raneh 
out  Ihere. 

"How  f;iM  iniitino;!"  said  (iinmC  "I 
do  wish  I  eould  see  lii.it  ronutry.  \\  h;it 
.sort  of  a   ranch  r "' 
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"Cotton  ranch."  answrnMl  \'i\i\Mi. 

"Cotton,  vvixWy  r     As  Tar  not  as  tli.it  ? 

"()  yes,  it  is  a  wonderful  sio-|ii.  I  !,(.. 
lirvc.  'riiousands  and  thousands  of 
shc<'|>.  and  the  cotton  sheared  riidit  of}" 
their  hacks  and  shipped  in  carloads 
to  wIkm-c.  Xeil.  did  you  say  it  was 
shi|»j)ed  to  r" 

Xeil  was  not  liNtenin<r.  The  jew- 
elled hall  had  caiinht  his  attention, 
an<l    with    raised    e\chro\\s    he    sat    uon- 


(|erni<jf. 


"What  wonderlid  shee|)!"  said  (iinnie 
with  a  nnschievous  lannh,  "to  (-row 
cotton.  One  nluays  somehow  associates 
tlu>in  with  wool:  hut  I  suppose  th<>v 
^n-ow  cotton  in  suinin*  !•  and  wool  in 
winter." 

Xeil  came  to  his  wile's  rescue  <^r;il- 
liiiiljy.  *'^■ou  are  thinkino-  of  what  Mi-. 
Mernard  told  you  ahont  j)iekinn-  cotton 
in  the  south  "' 

"  Hut  he  never  mentioned  picking' w  ool," 
in.sist<'d  \ivi<'n.  with  cliara<  leristic  stuh- 
hornnivss.  Lord  l.'r,,st  lauoh,.,!,  ;in<l 
chaii<re(|    the    suhjVct    to    the    charms    of 
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Mrs.  Bernard,  whom  lie  found  so  kind 
uiid  liosj)ital)k',  and  so  devoted  fo  her 
ehihh'en;  and  what  fascinating;  eliildren! 
so  |)r(>ttv  and  (lever  he  was  nnich  ini- 
jMoM'd  !)V  Aiueiiean  motherhood.  Neil 
had  struck  a  sym|)athetic  chord  in 
\  ivien.  Sht>  (choed  liis  sentiments,  and 
was  truly  touched  by  the  kind  hospital- 
ity Mrs.  Hernard  liad  shown  tliem  in  a 
thousand  ways.  She  was  a  Western 
woman  with  no  aifectation.  who  really 
loved  the  world  she  was  !»ei;iunino-  to 
move  in.  How  few  wdinen  do!  She^ 
took  endless  |)aius  alxMil  ewry  one  and 
evorythin^';  it  was  her  ^(Muiiiie  goodness 
which  caused  j)eoj)le  to  foru'et  to  criti- 
cize. She  was  j)roud  of  her  husband, 
and  they  understood  each  other  per- 
fectly. 

(liuuie  did  not  eiijoy  the  thre<'-((»r- 
ni-red  couversalioii.  ^o  she  senl  Neil 
over  to  Muie.  \{.  to  Hnd  out  what  date 
in  .lanuaiy  they  would  he  in  Loudon, 
when  he  had  pi'omis<M|  to  entertain  them, 
while  she  continued  her  commonj)laces 
with  \'i\i(Mi.      I*rcsenll\-    thev  fell    to   dis- 
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cussincT  (Irossos  iind  corsets,  a  suhjc-cf  on 
wliicli  tlie  latter  at  once  became  elo<|Ucnt, 
iiiul  wlien  \hv\  xy.wU'd.  would  have  voted 
her  listener  as  th(>  cleverest  and  most 
charnniio-  woman  she  had  <'ver  met. 

Mme.  1{.  was  all  t^'racionsness  to  Neil, 
iiiid  pronnsed  to  dine  with  him  in  I.on- 
<ion  the  first  Fridav  in  Jannarv.  She 
confessed  a  lonoi„fr  to  meet  >irs.  \an 
P^hens.  whom  artists  all  adored.  Then 
they  fell  to  talkino-  ahont   Piccina. 

"Tell  me  somethino-  al)on(  her;-"  he 
asked,  settlino^  himself  comfortahly  he- 
side  her. 

"She  is  lh(«  i,n-eatest  livinn-  actress." 
said  Mine.  \l.  imjtressively.  shaking-  her 
fiiiocr  at  him.  '*  I  have  known  her  all 
iier  life  and  her  niofhei-  l)efor(>  her." 

"How  interesting',  how  extraordinarv! 
And   is  she  well-hoin  r" 

"  W  hat  do  \ou  nx'an  hy  \\ell-l»orn  .- 
liorn  from  a  lono'  hne  of  l)ine-l)h)od,>d 
fools  or  a  short  liiu>  of  re(l-l.Ioo,h-d  in- 
lellecls:-'"  She  Inrned  her  |»iercinu-  <.ves 
'•'"  '">  liini.  He  s(|nii-nied  under  their 
<jjaze  as  he  answered  : 
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'"All    I    iiu'jui    is    that    sh(>    sun'oc^sts    a 
liistorv      xtiiiclliiii^-  out  of  the  ordinary." 

•'Well  licr  lailuT  ami  iiiotlur  loved 
no!  \\is('l\  Kilt  loo  well.  Tlicy  arcii"!  the 
(»nlv  ones,  so  i  am  iu)t  uiviii<i'  auvWody 
awav  aii<l  thi,>  child,  iiiaiiy  years  aii<). 
lieeaiiie  atia.elu'd  to  a  worthy  youii^'  man 
w  hose  eariMT  was  heiiiu  '""''  '»>'  his  motliei-. 
Perhaps  xou  don't  know.  Lord  I'lost, 
how  iatal  that   is?"" 

He  entirely  aureed    u  ith   her. 

•"The  motluT  l)rok(  nj)  ihe  match, 
and  I'iecina  went  on  the  >ta^e.  That  is 
all:     a    short,    commonjilace    story,    isn  t 

it.-'" 

"  \'(>s.  vcs.  hundreds  like  it.  I  had 
I'ather  an  experience  ot'  the  >anie  kind 
m\seir.  hut.  of  courst-.  in  Sij^'iiorina  (lin- 
iias  case,   the  man  wa.s  a  --;i-    loser."" 

"lie  was  also  a   worm  and  a  coward. 

"  V(>s.  yes.'" 

"  l*"or  she  could  have  1111(^1  any  position 
in  the  woi'ld  with  i;race.  tact  an<l  clever- 
ness. She  has  a  heautiful  nature,  and 
Ihe  sad  part  of  it  all  is  tliat  she  has  n«  ver 
know  n  well  a  really  i^-ood  man  w  ilh  a  noole 
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charachM'.  It  is  a  terrihh'  tiling  to  have 
reached  the  ago  of  tliirty-iive  and  look 
back  at  the  lov(«  of  one's  life  and  find  a 
great  {>ile  of  sawdnst  staring  one  in  the 
face,  which  has  accnnndattMl  throngh 
the  years."  She  looked  at  him  (juizzi- 
cally. 

"It  is  indeed;  ashes,  at  least,  are  some 
consolation,   for  om^   has   the   knowledge 
ot  something  bnrned  and   spent." 
Mme.  R.  langhed. 

"You  are  cleverer  than  yon  look,  Lord 
Frost,  hut  I  am  cleverer  still,  and  I  know 
you  are  in  hopes  of  finding  some  hot 
cinders." 

He  turned  toward  her.  "('i]idci-s  in 
my  ashes!     I   lioj)e  inner." 

"Don't  j)lay  with  them  then.  I'gh ! 
They  make  a  dust."  She  mad"  a  grimace 
and  waved  her  hands  in  front  of  h(>r  face, 
as  if  to  protect  her  from  it. 

"Ut'ally,  you  are  the  two  oddest  women 
I  ever  met.      Do  you  believe  that — " 

"Neil,  I  think  we  should  be  going," 
interrupted  Xivicn,  standing  Ix'sidc  him. 
A  man  with  a  diamond  ring,  and  daisies 
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embroidered  on  his  waistcoat,  had  just 
been  introduced  to  her,  and  was  more 
than  slie  couhl  bear:  tl'  outsiders  were 
frroujx'd  loo-etlier  in  the  agitated  uncer- 
tainly of  a   (h>parture  at  any  moment. 

''One  moment.  Lord  Frost.  Just  be- 
fore voii  came.  Mr.  Bernard  was  here  and 
asked  me  to  oive  you  a  message  from  him. 
lie  wouhl  like  to  see  you  at  liis  liouse  this 
evctiiiuC-  It  '"^  11*'^^'  scarcely  six  and  you 
would  just  catch  him.  He  said  it  was 
very  imi)ortant.  1  su})pose  you  have 
heard  what  an  awful  day  it  has  been  in 
Wall    Street:-"' 

Neil  trembled.  "  Xo.  I  did  not  know 
it.  (Jood-m'n-ht.  and  a  thousand  thanks 
for  allowino-  us  this  olimpse  of  you." 
lie  bowed  low  to  tlie  others,  and  Vivien 
showed  her  teeth,  and  walked  over  to 
shake  hands  with  La  (iinna.  As  she 
stood  in  the  <lim  liuht,  there  seemed  a 
candor  and  kindness  in  her  upturned 
face  he  had  only  nMiiembered  in  one 
woman  before,  and  suddenly  the  thought 
swept  over  him  —could— could  this  pos- 
sibly be  little  Ginnie  .-    Could  this  woman, 
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wlio  h;i(!  n;on(»  tliroucli  litV  ('onqiiorin<j^, 
l)r  tlic  one  he  iuid  hccii  ;il'r;ii(l  to  liuirry; 
tlial  liis  iiiotiicr  did  not  tliiiik  <>oo(l 
t'liougli.  lie  detected  tlic  likeness  clejirly, 
va^juely  as  lie  renienil)ered  li<>r;  the  lii<:^li- 
tein})er(>d  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  the 
pecidiar  ex|)ressi()n  of  her  eyes.  She  did 
not  </\\-c  him  a  chance  to  h)ok  h)no-  and, 
after  th<Mr  n^ood-hyes  were  said,  turned 
lo  the  man  with  th(>  diamond  rin«>-.  As 
she  did  so  a  hotel  servant  handed  her  a 
card,  and  he  ovei'lieai'd  h(M'  sa\'  in  a 
frightened  tone: 

"Ask  him  to  wait — just  a  moment — 
until  all  these  j)eo|)le  liave  left  the  looin, 
and  then  yon  can  show  him  in."" 

Passiuii;  out.  Neil  almost  hriislied 
aii'ainst  a  i;rimy  looking  individual,  with 
a  roll  of  |)apers  under  his  aim.  wait- 
in<j:  patiently  in  the  corridor,  and  with 
a  look  u|)on  his  face  thai  one  more 
familiar  with  the  sutl'eriuiis  of  others 
would  have  reco(;nized  at  once  as  the 
result  of  cold  and  hunger. 


( (' 
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( iiAi*ri:R  IX. 

EIL  sa\v  liis  wife  into  li<r  fK'clric 
l)i\)u_<i:li;im  that  was  to  take  licr 
))ack  to  licr  liotcl  to  drr.ss  for 
(liiinor,  and  spraii*;'  into  a  hansom. 
calliiiir  out  to  th(>  (h-ivcr  tlic  address, 
on  Fifth  Avenue,  of  Mr.  Samuel  Bernard. 
He  k)oked  Tiervously  at  his  waleh  and 
found  it  half-past  six.  'I'hey  were  dining' 
at  luih'-jjast  eiolit  at  the  Seotts.  some  rich 
|)eoj)k'  they  had  known  in  Engkr.uk  when 
(laud  Scott  was  a  ])Oj>uhir  second  secre- 
tary at  the  AnuM-ican  Embassy  in  London 
and  one  of  the  best  polo  play<ns  in  Eng- 
land. 

Neil  was  agitated.  There  was  no  use 
denying  it.  \\v  had  heard  vagu(^ly  of 
lh(>  sudden  slum])  in  Wall  Street  that 
afternoon,  and  he  tremi)led  for  the  safety 
of  the  margin  at  his  l)rokers — all  the 
money  he  had  won  during  the  short  two 
weeks  he  had  been  in  America.  lie 
cursed  his  folly  for  not  having  pulled  out 
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yesterday,  a.s  hv  <  >ul(l  h-nv  done,  twenty 
thousand    pounds   ahead.      Uc   had   svvu 
Hernard  laic  the  pivvious  afternoon.  \vh<>n 
all   was    buoyant,     hut,  disren-.rdin^-    his 
friend's  advice,  lie  had  put  .-dl  he  had  won 
into  the  hands  of  another  hroker  witJi  an 
order  for  two  thousand  shares  of  "Copjx.r 
Ueef."      \\v  was  di//y  wilJi  success,  and 
fliouoh    iK>   li;,,|   of   course   I,,,..,   aiixioi's, 
lie  iiad  never  seriously  eonten-plated  the 
possihility  of  loss.      As  h.'  journeyed   up 
Fifth  Avcinjc  a  wild  fear  seized  h\u\  that 
the  fall  in  |)rices  to-day  in i^ht  have  even 
extended    to    the    copp.r    list,    the    hooni 
which    ha<l    lately    attend, d    thes,>    stocks 
notwithstandino-. 

As  lie  passed  I'ifty-ninth  Stn-et  he 
''<;;"■<!  I»<>ys  shoutino':  "  li;,,]  ,|.,^.  j,, 
Wall  Strc.'t!'"  and  a  poller  caught  his 
eye.  ••  Silver  stocks  Intnl. le,"  it  said; 
"other  l»in-  losses."  Perhaps,  after  all.' 
<«)}>pcr  had  not  Leci,  s^riouslv  atfect- 
'■''•  "'■  \\oiild  lia\c  sloppr,!  to  l.iiv 
;t  p;ip<-r.  had  li<-  uol  JHri,  laic  already 
■■""'  hnown  he  would  learn  soon  cnou^rj, 
''■'•"'     l^'inard     [in      w^uH     of     Ihr    day's 
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traiisartioiis,  and  in  spite  of  all  lir  felt 
more  eheerfnl  as  tli<'  hansom  drew  uj) 
Ix^fore  the  financier's  house  and  a  sense 
of  <'oiifi(lenee  in  the  -nan's  strong'  person- 
ality restored  his  assurance. 

As  he  entered  the  lil)rary  he  received 
a  cold  shock.  Hcrnard  was  seatetl  at  his 
desk  writin^^  and  looked  u|)  as  the  servant 
announced  "  Lord  b'rost." 

"Come  in.  Lord  I'rost,"  he  said,  turn- 
ing in  his  chair:  "' 1  see  you  disre<i;arded 
my  a(h  ice." 

Neil  was  so  taken  ahack  l»y  this  cold 
rec<'ption    that    he  could    only    stammer: 

"  How  did  you  know  !-"* 

"How  did  I  know?"  reju-aled  the  other 
>harplv.  "Haven't  !  ('r<]^uson  '{s:  \V<'lls 
hecn  telephoning-  m<  all  afternoon,  tiyin<; 
to  find  you.  If  >^^'c^ls  you  left  oidy  your 
hotel  address,  and  made  no  arran^'cments 
f()r  keepm^'  in  toiieli.  By  a  mere  chance 
flie\  heard  you  kn*  u  me.  and  tri<  d  lo  find 
\ou  that  way.  <  himsy  husiiiess,  I  call  it. 
('ojiper  |{c<'f  (h<»pp(d  tour  points  this 
morninij,  and  of  eoui^c  lhe\  wanted  moic 
margin,  and  while  I1m\   wi  ir  tch  pliomni; 
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nVlii  .Hid  |(.,i.  ,ioun  slic  w,>,it  lo  S^i.  ;,„(! 
tlH'V  .s,,l,|  ;,t  a  hvclvc  ooiiit  loss,  ami  tliciv's 
.vour  inar-in  -one.  .,n,l  turntv  tliousand 
''•'";n's  l)('si(l(s.  i  suppos,.  vo.i  \um\h 
t'X{>.'<-tc<l  iiu-  to  cover  To,-  voii.  IJcsides, 
tl'e  iK.tlo.n  li;.s  drof,,H.d  oMt  of  (1„-  stock 
■••'lywa.v.  and  I  knew  it  would.  That's 
vvliy  I  cleared  out  yest<-rda.v,  and  advis<>d 
you  to  do  the  same." 

'•«"•  .••  few  nioineuts  neither  spoko. 
Neil  s.vnied  too  overcome  hv  the  extent 
of  f'is  loss,  (he  severity  of  Bernard's 
tone,  and  the  realization  of  his  own  follv. 
n.'  sank  his  Lead  on  his  hands  and  sj'.t 
>ilent. 

*'-^'i<l  1  o\>.c  the  hroker.s  .$-.>(». ()0( » .-" 
in-  S.M.!  preseidly,  in  da/cd  (,„„.. 

""i  oil  do."'  r.>phVd  tin- hank.  r.  "  Whv  .- 
'■•••"■•  .\<"i  I'.ty  it.^  I  llM.uwhi  von  were 
well  oir."" 

••><>wew(re:  hut  I  spent  prell  v  freelv, 
•'"-'  ^^I'.d  \vi!h  jo.nlures  and  d<>pend,-nt 
••''''■'•"••'>  .•"id   polili.>.   iIh-  forlnnc   is   not 

''''■''  "  ^^••'-;  ••"id  to  Icll  ynu  11, e  Irulh, 
'">  '"'•<>'i«-  was  so  spent  ahead  that  f 
'■■'""'    ''•'••♦'    i"     'nake     inon.v    .i>    .,     l..,,s| 
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r<\sort,  l)cl"()i('  (•iittiii<i'  down  exjxMises  aiui 
(jiiittiiio-  politics— iiiul  just  as  office  is  in 
siolit  tool  And  luM-c  !  am  four  Hioiisaiid 
|)Oim(ls  worse  otV  than  I  was.  and  no 
alternative  hut  to  leav<'  tlie  House,  rent 
tlie  place,  and  n<)  and  live  ahroad  foi- 
leu  xcars.  even  it'  I  can  nianairc  t<>  scratcli 
up  t!u'  four  lliousand  pounds  to  settle. 
\\  liiit   a    fool    I've   Iteen  I" 

"('oine  now.  is  it  so  had  as  all  that.'" 
sa  (I  liei'uard  in  i-ath(>r  softe.-  tones.  "I 
would  not  let  it  woiiy  you.  There'll  he 
plenty  of  !u<  n  as  (^ood  as  you  for  oflice, 
whatever  it  is.  and  the  ronntry  won't 
sull'er." 

Neil  winced.  When  had  he  ever 
thought  of  the  c(uinliy  in  the  working-  out 
of  his  career  'r 

"^es.  I  know.  I  was  a  fool.  Bernard, 
not  h>  lake  your  advice,  hut  don't  think 
I  iilauic  you  in  tin  least.  I  know  \ou  did 
all  \  on  coidd  to  find  uic  to-da\.  and  of 
(•nurse  I  (ouldn'i  cxpei  |  you  to  cover  foi" 
inc.  Hut  is  Ihcr-c  nollun^i  thai  can  he 
do  ic :-  ThiijN  man!"  Ii<'  added  more 
\ciicmcnl(\.      "\\ilh  all   \our  LTical   husi- 
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ness  knowlednrr,  tln.iv  must   hv  something 
tliat    I    can    do   to    ivtrirve   this    loss!     I 
would    do    im\ thing-  imythiiig.     Jiut    it 
makes   me   mad   to  tliiuk   of  leaving  the 
nons(>  and  just   nu'ssing  office.      Whv,   I 
liave  Jx)i(l   Lcaeh's  positive^  pronuse  that 
it  the.v  are  returned  in  January,  as  they 
can't    help    l,<.ing,    1„.    uill    give    me    the 
^xen<H|U(<i\ 
'"J^he  what.'-' 

'"'^I'c     K\el.e(,uer.      \\,        call     it     the 
I'rca^ury,  don't  von  .-'" 

"Ves.  Hut  Illmuglil  fh.d  was  a  post 
lor  a  l>usini\ss  man." 

'I'lie  irony  was  l„s(  ou  .\eil.  so  excited 
was  he  at  the  thought  of  what  he  was 
so  narrow  Iv  missinL^ 

''^"•'s,  l)ul  tiny  alway.s  {.refer  to  ap- 
point men  of  v.idc  knowledge  of  jitJairs, 
i'  giii'linghand  to  the  nalion's  weal.  He- 
^'■'l«>.  I  li.iv,  always  had  gr.'at  ndhience 
over  Lord  Leach,  u  ho,  I.etween  ourselves, 
I- a  hit  slack  at  times,  .-nid  he  r.li,'s  0,1  me 
'oari  a>lounduige\l,-nl.  ||  u..,s  ||,e>am<- 
'^'"'"  '  ''"•'<'  llx-  'M.der-.,.,.retarvship  for 
the  Colonic^  ..nd  he  was  -uv  ,lnef,  \,.;,rs 
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ago,  bofoir  wo  wont  into  o})position;  and 
now  tliat  it  is  to  ho  our  turn  noxt,  ho  can 
liardly  do  witliout  nio."  IIo  .sto}>ped, 
ratlior  out  of  l)roatli. 

Hornaid  liad  Ikm-u  quiotly  watching  him 
with  an  inipassivo  faco,  and  without  show- 
ing tho    h'ast    sus|)icion  of   the  fo<>Un(2s  of 
contoiiij)t   which   ho   had   always   folt   for 
his  visitor,  and  iiov(>r  moro  stron<dv  than 
at  this  iiioiiu  jit.      lie  was  a  slirowd  man, 
and  liad   thought  it   well  to  Ix^fricud  this 
Enghsliman;    and    I)t\s!(i»>.s,  ho  was    fond 
of  hunting  in  Enghnul,  and  his  wifo  had 
social   aspirations    in    royal    circles.      Hut 
when  that  afternoon   Mnio.  H.  had  called 
him  up  l»y  t(>lophon(>  at  his  offiri .  just  as 
ho  was  leaving,  he  had  no  compunction  in 
doinn-    what    she    asked    him.      .Aiso,    sho 
was  a  woman  w  hom  he  lilted.      Her  dirocl- 
noss  and  candor  matched  his  own.  and  ho 
understood   her  and    t(lt   that   she  under- 
stood   him.   and    thai    the_\    were    friends. 
What  sho  sail!  was  not   much  hut  to  tho 
j)oint. 

"I     have    found    <miI    soiiM-t jiinn'    ahoiit 
Lord    I  ro.st    and    I    hate    iiim.      Make    a 
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fool   of   hin,    in   any   way  you   can,   and 
spoil  his  chances." 

He  had  asked  no  (|ncstions,  hut  said 
simply.  *'AI1  riuht.  Send  him  to  me  this 
evem'n(r  if  he  calls." 

Pres(>ntly  he  said: 

"No,  there  is  no  way  that  I  can  suooe.st, 
and  if.  as  you  say.  your  career  is  at  an 
«'nd  then  J  am  very  sorry  for  vou. 
Hut  there  is  no  way  out  of  it." 

'i'lu-  cold  indill'erence  of  his  tone  was 
the  last  straw. 

"Look  here.  Bernard.  I  will  do  any- 
ll'ino-.   |,i,t   tl, (.,.,.   ,„„^,    I,,.  ^^,,,1^,  ^^..^^.  ^^j^j 

of  this.      Think  of  the  hlow  it  willbe  to 
my  mother  and  my  wife " 

"^ou  say  \inythino'  as  tliouol,  vou 
expected  me  to  su<r^re,st  soniethinir  dis- 
honest wherel.y  you  ,„,dd  make^ooil  vour 
lo.ss.  iiut.  I.y  (he  way.  there  is.  now  I 
fonie  to  think  of  i|,  a  lidle  matter  of  a 
very  (liflVrent  nature,  in  uhieh  y,,,,  nn'nht 
possihiy  JM"  of  s(,me  Use  (,,  sonic  friends 
^>''  '"'■"■•  '  "iust  think  it  over,  and  niav 
speak  to  yen  ,,f  it  later." 

"Why  not  now:-      Why  mcsi  yo,,  keep 


THE  JEWELLED  BALL 


237 


iiu'  in  suspcnso  •-      Haven't  1  told  you,  I 
will  do  anytliino-  to  rctrii'vo  my  fortune?" 

"Well,  jHThaps  you  ini^jlit  not  care 
a!)out  it.  Some,  over-|)arti(ular  people, 
inin-ht  think  it  indiscreet.  However,  if 
yon  will,  lier(>  it  is:  Some  tik  n  I  know  in 
husiness  have  conressions  in  West  Africa 
— an  international  syndicate,  and  for 
some  reason  or  other  tiny  are  not  in 
especially  <;'ood  favor  with  the  liritish 
(iovernmenl.  Tluy  are  rich,  and  it  means 
imich  to  them  to  secure  a  suhsidv  for 
their  wa<i:on  road  into  the  interior.  Now. 
you  know  that  a  iai^e  subsidy  was  voted 
hist  session  to  develop  these  roads,  and 
was  to  he  distril)uted  to  the  several  com- 
l>anics  inlcn-sted.  at  the  discretion  of  the 
l^\clie(|ucr.  as  you  call  it.  Well.  thes(> 
men  can  ^ct  no  hearing-  of  their  claims  at 
the  present,  and  it  mi^lit  !)e  of  consider- 
al)l(>  value  if  they  had  a  <,m>o(|  friend  in 
the  (iovernnicnt  of  Knidand." 

Neil  cauuht  his  hicath  as  he  h'stened  to 
the  audacious  pro|)osition  ■>  hlandly  put 
forward   l»y   Mr.   Samuel   Hcrnard. 

"  I  doti't  sav  they  would,  hut  thev  might, 
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be  willino-  to  offer  a  considerable  induce- 
ment   to    an    influential    in;in    like    yon, 
especially    with    innnediate    prospects    of 
appointment    to    the    office    concerned. 
Hut,  of    course,"    he    contimied,     "thev 
would  be  sure  to  want  written  pledge  that 
what  they  W(Te  paying  for  wonkl  be  car- 
ried „ut.      Now,  it  happens,"  he  went  on, 
without  giving  the  other  time  to  interject,' 
''fhat  the  head  of  this  organization  is  here 
in  New  York,  and  whatever  he  does  will 
he  acceptable  to  the  others.     So.   if  vou 
really  wish  it,  1  could  speak  to  hini"to- 
tnorrow  on  the  sul)ject." 

Never  in  his  life  had  Neil  Everett  been 
face  to  face  with  temptation  in  so  direct 
.•1    manner.      Ur   thought    lie    knew    riirht 
from  wrong,  but  !i(>  had  a  faculty  of  con- 
founding  the    two.    and    usually "  pursued 
his  course  under  the  impression   I  ha  I   he 
had  acted  rightly  aud  always  for  the  b.vst. 
Here,  however,  there  could   be  no  doubt: 
one  course  was  right  and  one  was  wrong, 
'•"id  h(>  knew   It.       riie  s{rugg|.«  was  sho^, 
sliarj.,  and  decisive,  and  left   him  pale. 

"  JIow  unich  do  you  suppose  l!ie\  would 
be  willing  to— eh— advance?" 


CHAPTER  X. 


MME.  II.  put  on  lier  glasses  to  see 
tlie    name    written    on    the    eard 
Piccina    liad   handed   lier.     "Sig- 
ner Allerti  " — (linnie's  father,  her  mother's 
deserter. 

"Let  me  manage  him,"  she  cried 
fiercely.  "  I  think  I've  fixed  Lord 
Frost  by  my  talk  with  Bernard,  and 
made  up  for  all  the  spanking  he  missed 
in  his  youth  by  being  an  eldest  son.  You 
go  out  of  the  room,  and  I'll  see  him  alone. 
Now%  don't  waste  any  emotions  without 
your  footlights.  Save  it  a'l;  it  means 
money  to  you  and  me.  Don't  waste  a 
quiver  or  a  sigh  on  him;  he  isn't  fit  to 
crawl  at  your  feet.  Poor  child,  your  ex- 
perience of  the  sterner  sex  has  not  been 
fortunate.  Thank  God,  the  man  I  loved 
was  buried  before  he  disillusioned  me! 
I  remember  your  father  quite  well,  so 
you  just  stay  in  your  room  until  I  call 
vou." 
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Slit-  coiij^IkuI  ;i  IVw  tiiiu's  and  the  n.  as 
if   I)y  accident,   opened   tlie  door. 

"Oil,  Sicrnor  Allerti.  I  did  not  know 
you    were   waitin<i'   \u'-v:     I    lliou<dit    von 


J-  ■       -      r- 

were  down  stairs.      Do  come  in.      (ij 


nine 


will  he  here  in  a  few  moments,  hut  I  hope 
you  have  nothing;  to  v.orry  her  witii." 

The  Italian  drew  his  thin  lips  up  at  one 
corner    when    he    spoke.     S!ie    had    ad- 
dressed him  in  their  native  tononc.      His 
voice  was  sharp  and  Ihin  as  he  r(>minded 
her  of  his  first   play  that   had    made   her 
famous  in  Xaj)les.      ^'es.  she  nev(>r  could 
forget    what    she    owed    him,    and    now, 
what  did  Ih>  want  r     II<*  wai'ted  to  see  his 
child  —he  had  not  trouhled  herin  England, 
not  wishino-  to  do  her  harm  amoni;-  her 
(i:rand     relations.      He     had     determined 
never   to  come   near   her   unlil    he   could 
hrin^^  her  somethino-  of  his  hest.  and  until 
he  could    he  of  service*   to   hei-,    knowing' 
well  (mouoh  that  only  throni^di  his  talent 
as  a  writer  could  he  he  anytliiuii'  <'I-^<'  than 
a    care    and    a    mortification.      Mm(>.  |{. 
heard  all  he  had  to  say  and  noticed  the 
threadhiire  buttons  on  his  shahhv  over- 


rHK  .TE\VKl.I,i:i)  HALL 


241 


co.d,  his  t";i(l(Ml  !i;it,  and  liujiorv,  j)in('li(M! 
lace.  \\c  had  made  her  fanioiis,  what- 
ever else  he  liad  (h)iie.  She  ojxmumI  the 
door  of  (iiiiiiie's  room  and  eaiied  \wi\  and 
in  an  instant  tlie  woman  stood  in  the 
ih>or\\av.  Here  was  her  parent,  the 
source  of  her  mother's  sniiVrino-  jnsd  Ikm's. 
>ilie  stood  sjK'eehh'ss.  stnpet'ied.  Ho  Mia(K> 
no  motion  to  approaeli  hei\  })ut  h)okv(l  at 
her  inch  hv  inch,  a  h'tth^  Mood  m  arinino- 
his  i)inche(|  skin.  'Hien  iiraun;)ily  (h'aw- 
iiili' closer,  with  eyes  and  month  on-Miin^-. 
h(>  stared  as  if  in  a  (h'cam  and  gasped: 

"How  a!is<)hi[el\  h)V(>iv  \()i:  .-irel  and 
it/iitc." 

>']\v  r(>coiled.  Iles-w  ]\^r  !(>[>n!sioi»  a.nd 
evidently  syicpathi/c  ci  with  M- r.  Jlis 
soih'd.  i)()ny  iiaiid  ^v;t.^  raisv^d  In  his  ,.;rev 
hair  and  he  ran  his  fin<;-ers  throunli  it  till 
it  was  all  Oil  c'ld.  'I  !uMi  th(^  tlnn  hps. 
pressed  too-ctlier.  iuom,  d  upward  on  th(> 
h'lt  si<h'  of  his  face;  his  eyes  opened  and 
ch;scd  sevei'al  limes  Ix  foi-  ■  he  spoke no-ain. 

"  I  wanted  to  coiik-  to  '.on  when  I  ' ouhl 
hrinn;  yon  somethiiin-  {had  woidd  in-  of 
use  to   \()\\.    ric,  ilia.      I    kiiow   'ton    must 
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''•*'<'  '"'«'•  I  \v;is  horn  a  w.-iiidcn'r.  ;i 
restless  soul,  like  you  ju'rhaps  ?'"  II(. 
raised  liis  eyelu-ows  (|Ui>stiouiunly.  She 
stood  uiotiordess.  atul  lie  went  on: 

"I    liave    no    excuses,    and    liav<>    hecn 
I)Uinsli<>d  for  all   luy  sins.      I   am   here  to 
tell  you    that    I'or  years.  ev(>r  since   1    saw 
you    in    Paris.    I    hav<'    l)c<-n    plauin'no-   to 
write    a    |)lay    lor   you.      1    have    watched 
you   inn-ht  alt(M-  nioht  at   th(«  lh(«atre  aud 
hav<>  denied  myself  food  and  clothes  just 
to  s<'e  you  deveiop  into  the  <>vjiius  that  I 
telt    had    Ikcu    l)(>oini    in    me.      Ah!  what 
it  has  meant  to  uie  nohody  knows,  and  I 
only  ask  you.   I)efore   I    die.   to   take   mv 
play       I   l>e(r  you  to  produce  and  act   it. 
TIkmi    I    will   die   famous,   and   you    mhi 
wdl  l)(>  the  oreatest  comedienne  the  world 
has  ever  seen.      I  hcii  you  to  he  merciful 
to   a    poor  old    wretch    who   is    not    fit    to 
stand   before  you.  hut  who  implores  von 
to  accept  th(>  fruits  of  his  h.hor  and  i/iw 
him   the  one   monuMit   of   haj)j)iness   now 
that  he  can  ever  know  since  !h>  learned  of 
your   mother's    death.      I     have    followed 
you  to  America  wiMi  it.      Ilei-e  it  is." 
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Ho  stoojM>(l  ;iii(!  I;ii-|  it  :it  her  fcc^t.  Tho 
iii;imiscri|)l  \v;i.s  lied  wifli  some  soiled 
l)liie  rihimii.  His  liejid  u.is  })o\ved,  .md 
he  lield  liis  hat  over  his  heart  with  two 
shakiti_<r  liands.  (iimiie's  eyes  Mazed, 
luit  he  did  not  see  them. 

"I  (\o  not  wish  to  \>v  famous  throuo-|| 
you!  It  is  euoiioh  to  feel  I  am  indebted 
to  you   for  a    miserable  life.     P^uough,   I 


sav 


Her  voice  was  piH'guant  with  feeiin<;s 
of  hate  and  contempt.  He  did  not  raise 
his  eyes  ai;ain  to  either  of  thtMu.  and  with 
a  low  how  he  left  the  room.  Mnie.  H. 
shook  her  h(>a(!.  s  linnie  stood  still  f'^- 
some  im'nutes.  her  hrc'ast  heavino-  and 
her  heart  Ixvitintr  like  ..,  trip-hammer. 
Then  she  looked  abou.  th(>  rooin  as  if  h(^ 
still  miojit  l)c  found  in  some  corner. 
Mmc.    K.   left  her  alone. 

"Father/"  she  whispered,  stretching 
out  her  arms,  "'  Father!" 

Now  that  he  was  gone  all  siie  could 
reriK^mher  was  that  he  looked  hungry  and 
sick,  and  his  clothes  worn  and  faded, 
rnconsciously  she  pas.sed  her  hand  over 
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her  own   luxurious   (^MruuMiL      An   af^^ouy 
of   iviuorsi'   seized    her. 

"Oil  (Jod,  where  does  he  liver  I 
UHisf  n-o  to  him."  She  sohhed  her  praver 
aloud,  and  stoo|)(>d  dowi>.  teud<'rlv  liftin<>' 
lUv  dirty  ttiaTnisr-i-jpt.  on  the  <-onier  of 
which  was  written  in  pencil  *Mi.  A..  7^>.> 
West  47lii  Street,  if  found  plea.se  r«'tnrn, 
as  it  is  my  ail." 

"^'oiTll  he  l.ite  for  the  theatre.  I*icciua, 
if  you  don't  o-el  ready  al  once."  shrieked 
Madame  |{.  Ihrouoh  the  door  of  her 
dressiu<i:-room.  iVoni  which  emanal-uj  ;i 
stroiii^-  <»dor  of  mManiums. 


<  IIAI'TKI!   \I. 


H 


THAT  night  as  (iinmC  left  tlu'  tliratn- 
to  step  into  licr  hrouffluiiii,  J.ord 
Frost  toiK'luMl  luM-  on  tlic  arm. 
He  IkhI  l)t'rn  \vaitin<,^  a  long  tinu*  for  licr, 
and  slu'  hardly  rccogni/cd  him,  his  I'ai-c 
was  so  snnkcn   and   changed. 

"I  wanted  to  diivc  home  with  \ou 
to-night  1  am  going  away  to-morrow, 
and  I  w  add  not  ask  sueli  a  favor  oi"  you 
except  that  I  am  in  gn«at  distress,  and  I 
I'cit  that  yon  would  h't  me  have  a  few 
words   with   you.  ' 

Siie  was  stailled  hy  his  a|»j)earance. 

"  I  am  not  going  directly  iiome,  hut  am 
on  my  way  to  7  ,'5  West  l-7th  Street,  and 
if  you  care  to  come  with  me  there  and 
wait  while  I  make  my  call.  I  will  leave 
you  at  your  hotel  on  m\   way  Iioum'." 

"Thank  you  ;i  thousand  times,  huf 
may  I  A\  who  or  what  vou  expe.  '  to  find 
th.'re      ' 

lit   lijid  sciiteil  hiiusrjf  in  the  l»rougham 
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iK'.sidc    li.T,    :nu\    .-is    |„-    turnrd    lor    Ii,-r 
iiiiMvrr.  tlic  \Mi\  she  said  "I  am  o-,)i„^r  to 
st'c    a     tiiai:"    warned    liiin    from    askii.o- 
iiioiVijucstioMs.      Il<.||„.„  went  on  lalkinrr 
id)oiit  his  ouM  allairs;    his  interview  with 
M»rn;ird.  and  told   her  [.rellv  mneli  ahont 
li'»\v  Ihinos  stood,      (.innie  "lri<d  lo  listen 
with  svnipatiiy.  I.nt  was  impatient  to  n  ach 
l""i'<l«vstinati<)n:eaovrto  tell  her  lather  she 
u.is  sorrv  she  had  hnrt  him.     Of  course, 
she  would  rea<l  his  |.|;  v.  I)U\  and  |.ro.luee 
1'.      How   could   sh,-    h..,,^    wonthlcd    him 
•'*'<'■     '"'     '"••"I     appealed     lo     hei"     iikmcv! 
The    l.ronnham    stc.ppcd    in    front    of    ;. 
S(|Ualid   tenement    with    the    shutters    hdf 
broken   oir  on    the   orouud    floor  and   the 
window  pan, -s  mended  with  iuwspaper  on 
tin-    uf)per    stories.      She    coidd    see    it    all 
dindy    in    the   feehl..  street    liuht.      (iinnie 
wrapped     her    v<lvets    clos,-    al.out     her, 
chiidied    up    the  lew  slc.p  st.'ps  and   in- 
srsted  on  her  escori    uailuin-  outside. 

"  lint    you    cannc.t    -,,    Juto    this   awful 
J)la(  (■  alone." 

"^»•s  I  can."      And  s|,c  did.      She  rann- 
tin-    ImII   and    the    hall    door   opened    and 
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closed  jit'trr  iicr  with  ;i  li.tiiii'.  She  stood 
ill  utter  d;irkiu'ss  jiiid  t'clt  lier  way  to 
some  door.  uj)oii  w  liieti  she  |)ouii(h'd  very 
har<L  A  uoiiiair.s  \oi(('  I'roiii  inside 
ealh'd   sh'ej)il\  : 

*'  l''raiik  I'laiik.  wake  u|).  voii  ohl  sloh; 
(h)irt  yon  \\riiy  someone  knocking;:'  I 
yuess  it's  the  pohee  eanoht  yon  ri^ht 
enoiinh  now."' 

Iraiik  relnsed  to  <h)  as  he  was  hid.  and 
alter  much  warm  ariiument  the  woman 
opened  the  door  on  a  eraek,  hnt  wide 
eiion^h  for  (liniiie  to  >ee  the  vision  in  an 
nnhh'aehed  eanliMi  Ihiii'ie!  ni<'liti''oan.w  ilh 
pink  china  hnllons  down  the  front  and 
hair  in  < ml  papers:  all  these  o;l()i-j(.s 
!»roiinli|  to  liuhl  hy  a  tallow  <andle  stuck 
in  a  holtle.  held  over  her  head.  in  iier 
siirjirise  at  no!  lindini!.'  the  police  she 
droppetl  the  candle  so  low  IJiat  «mi{>  of 
the  cnrl  papers  >iz/led.  which  ic^torcd 
the  W(Miiaii's  .s|)eecli  eiioiinh  |o  enahle  her 
lo  exclaim  with  n;rc;it  eiiij)liasis: 

"  I  lol\     n(-cl  " 

"  IMease  fornive  me  for  disln.hin^  von 
at   llii>  hour  of  the-  ni^hf.  hid   I    womh-i    if 
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yon  could  idl  uw  wiiid,  is  Mr.  Allcili's 
room.  II(-  is  n  p,,(„-  Italian  antlior  xn  |„) 
I  know  lives  sonn  ulirrc  in  this  hnildino." 
Her  v<»i(',-  Jill, I  iiijijiiicr  were  so  oTacious 
that  flic  woman  vawni'd  an<l  sai.J: 

■'Oh,     liiais    ail     i-i,oj,|.      Let     ni(>    srr. 
Allcrti     AlK-ili.    I    oucss   hr   isn't    turned 
out  yet.      To-inoiTow.   I    fiiink   tjicv  said. 
iMic  didn't  pay  his  irnt.      Mrs.  ()"li,,„rkc, 
upslairs;    h<- shares  Mw-  Ikm]  will,    ro,nn,y' 
'I'hey  sometimes  take   hoarders  in   '[\nn- 
"ly's    ImmI.       I'Ih.   „tlH"r   children    an-    too 
hi-.      Mrs.    ()'R,,urke    ..,n    tell    von    all 
Jihont     him.    and    she    told     nie    lliat    she 
thono-Iit    he    piuche.i    I  he   su-ar.    althouoh 
he  was   ;  d<en  a>  a    roomer  with   the  dis- 
tmct  underslandiiii.,  Ik-  wa>  not  to  he  led. 
She's  had  a  t.-rril.|,>  li;.,,-  uJH,   |,i„,      |.,^^. 
— ,irood   i.ord!     She  won't  nnss  him  alter 
''*'*^     j>i.'nl(d     on     the     sidewalk.       Mrre. 
f.'ke  my  caiHile  or  you'll  hreak  \our  neck 
on  those  stairs.      Von  can  leave  if  will,  nu- 
on  youf  way  down.  ' 

>h<-  hand.  .1  ihcfalJow  onl  lodmm'em  il> 
'lirlvl-olllr.an.i  ( im'ne  lliank.  d  her  !;,■;,,.,.. 
luily  ami  climhcd  another  Hi(  lit  of  Mair>. 
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Mrs.  O'Koiirkc  \v;i.s  some  tinu'  opening 
luM-  door.  Sho  lit  her  own  litrlit  first,  and 
(Hiiiii(>  could  look  within  nud  scv  several 
small  O'Ronrkes  sleejtin^  in  the  kitchen, 
into  which  the  hall  door  oj)eni>d.  When 
(juestioned  aliout  Mr.  AlicM'ti.  and  on 
l)ein«;  told  w  her(>  she  oot  the  information 
as  to  his  whereahouts.  Mrs.  O'Hotirke 
threw  up  hei-  hands  with  a  «i-estnre  of 
contempt : 

"Oh.  she's  .'dways  Ivini:;!  Why  I've 
had  regular  Itoarders  in  I'ommv's  hed 
foi'  over  two  months,  two  nice  (ierman 
l)oy>.  1  uouldn'l  have  an  I-tdl-i-dU.  not 
in  one  of  onr  lu-dsl  I  did  haxc  him  do  a 
little  work  for  me.  hut  I  found  him  too 
la/\  too  ni'iitleni.iidv  for  me.  'I'he 
landlord  has  let  him  have  a  mattress  in 
the  eell.ir.  lie's  a  kind.jj^ood  man.  the 
laniMord.  ile  could  have  put  him  in  th(> 
>treef.;is  |  kiKiw  lor  ceitaiu  h<  hasn't  trot 
a  cent  \ly.  hut  Iie'>  thin!  His  whole 
l)0(l\    wouldnl   llaxor  a   howl   of  soup." 

"Well,  could  you  kmdly  tell  m<>  where 
I  can  find  hi>  room  .-  It  is  ver\  important 
for  me  io  see  hitii  ;it  once." 


!1| 


fi' 


m 


•^iM) 


IIIK  JKWKl.LKi)  HAM. 


•""  <<""<'".,  a.Hl  .-,1   (lu.  |,H.k(,ni.,.  hail 

*'<"••<'  '^H  litflr.sl.-,i,v;,.sr.  and  it's  tlu-  first 
<l()()i-  to  the  riolit." 

"'i'l'.ink  you.'"  (;inni.-  rclrjucl  !,(.,• 
st.'ps  ;n.,J  caovriy  s„„n|.t  tli<"  ,j(,„r  of  the 
trunk  ro,„n.  Sl.r  ,li,J  not  knock.  Hrr 
*''*''*•••  '--'.v  r.i.r  <!oun  .,n  a  n.att.v.ss  s,,,- 
•■''""*'<••'  '\v  '-  l"'u  d.istv  trunks.  I.its  „r 
*"'■""'"•'"  ••'■'•'  '•"'•Ih>,I,.  a  small  wMi.l.m 
o|><mmmI  u.to  a  court.  an,|  ul.al  liHJ,.  ,i, 
tl.<>rcwa>can.cthroun|,  its  l.rokcn  pan.'s 

C.nnnck.,cll,!ouul,csi<|.lHn.an,ltoncl,- 
*"'l  Ins  liau-  tenderly. 

'■''"""■'••  '■''""••■•  wakcu,.:  (c-au.cto 
''■"  ^••"  ^"•"Hl.inu."  .S|„.  slMM.k  Inn. 
.^'•'"Iv.  His  ,.v,.s  rolled  vacantlv.  an.l 
•^"OM  he  sat   u|)  starinn-  at  her. 

"^■'■•'""•'•-    '    ^^-''.l    lo  lell   vuu    that    i    will 

'■•''^•-.vourplavand  l.uv  il.  an.l  act  it    and 

mak<-.vo,iian.ous.      Do  vou  uu.l   rstand -' 

n<'  s.n.led   lcel.lv  and  sh,.  saw   he  under- 

-l'>od   only    hair  of  uh,,|    slu-sai,!.      Then 

r'""    ;^";'   "    '•••"    ••'    '"i-    n.    Ins   en.rciated 

,';""''    '""    "    <<'"veycd    n..thini,^   lo    hin, 

•^'"'  ''*"•"'••'   •""!  l><lt*'.l   iwn,.  ano'  slowly 
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she  tVlt  he  r('('Oo;nizc(l  1um\  and  a  look  of 
faint  pleasnrc  canie  into  liis  face,  as  she 
repeated  over  and  over  a^ain  wliat  slie 
luid  said  hefoi'e. 

Presently  li(>  sti'elelied  out  one  iiand 
and,  takin<;  hers,  (hew  it  towards  him  aJid, 
i>'uidin<i'  il.  made  ihe  sinn  (►f  the  cross  on  his 
forehead;  then  snchU-nly  his  licad  fell 
heavily  hack  on  her  hreasf.  Ther*'  wci'e 
a  few  momenta  of  hoii-ihle  strn^^le  for 
life  and  l»reath.  and  (iinnie  felt  him 
slowly  stiffen  in  hei'  arms. 

In  the  meantime  it  was  cold  and  lonelv 
waitin<j^ontside  in  the  carriage,  and  Neil, 
<i;rowin^  impatient,  went  in  to  see  if  he 
eonld  find  (iinnie  <n-  he  of  scr\  ice  to  her. 
I  he  door  closed,  as  hefore.  with  a  hanir. 
and  the  woman  with  the  cnrl  ia|)ers 
came  out.  afraid  to  nnss  anv  of  tms  nn- 
expected  (gaiety.  She  l)e<;an  a  lon_<^  mono- 
lo^nu'  ahonf  the  lady  she  <i;m'ssed  he  was 
lookinn;  for.  .ind  said  she  had  heard  her 
come  down  a^'ain  from  Mrs.  O'Honrke's 
room  and  fjo  into  the  hasemi  nt.  She 
would  l>rin<;  another  candle  and  h<lp  him 
find  hci'  if  he  would  wail  a   moment,  an<l 
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tins  offer  xXeil  ncceptccl  ^ratofullv.     Pres- 
ently she  eaine  out  into  the  hall  usii.o-  her 
luishand's  shoes  as   he.lrooiii   siipjHTs    •, 
<'-.-«/y-quilt    modestly   hiding-   part   of   her 
<'.<iifon     flannel     m>ht<r(,wn.      To  lend    a 
n.ore  dressy  appearance,  two  of  th<'  eurlino- 
papers  had  Ixvn  undone  hut  not  eon,l,ed 
out.    the    otluM-    two    were    reserved    for 
Hk'  cocjuetry  of    the    morning.      She    led 
»''«•  way  down  the  passa-e.     'J'he  trunk- 
room  door  stood  open  an.l  within  was  a 
pieture  never  to  he  forootten. 
^    "Lord-a-merey!"  ejreulated  his  guid(>. 
it     there    isn't     the    parrot     ea<re     I've 
"Msse<l    this    three    weeks."     She   spran- 
torward,  lifting  it  iron,  off  the  tin  trunk" 
^<•'l  snnled.     All  ineongruitv  mea.it  hu- 
"lor  to  him. 

(iinnie's   fae..   was   how.'d   and   hiddm 

.•'^'J.n.st    the   dea<l    n.an's    hair.      She   did 

not  not.ee  either  of  them  until  \eil  spoke. 

I      \vas     anxious     ahout     you— foroive 

my  ndn.d.no.  hut  you  eannot  remain  lare. 
>Miat  hideous  nightmar««  is  this.-" 

Sh.>  rais,.d   !u>r  Uwv  to  his,  and   ,n  so 
'l<>",o-  the  htVless  head  turned,  and  Neil 
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r('coo;nizo(l  the  t'orei<;iior  he  liad  seen 
waitin<i^  outside  the  sitting-room  at  the 
Wnhlorf  that  afternoon. 

"If  it  isn't  tlie  I-tal-i-an,"  gasped  the 
woman. 

"Some  j)<)or  wretch  who  lias  starved  to 
deatli,   I   suj)])ose,"  said  Neil. 

"Starved  to  death!"  echoed  (iinnie  in  a 
voice  that  sounded  as  if  it  had  risen  from 
the  tomb.      "Starved  to  death—" 

"Yes,  I  know  the  signs,  l)ut  it  is  too 
painful  for  you  liei-e.  ( "ome  away  with 
me.      ^  on  can  he  of  no  more  use  now." 

(iinnie's  whol(>  frame  (piivered  con- 
vulsively and,  looking  at  each  of  them  in 
turn,  she  said: 

"Deatli  lends  dignity  to  all.  It  is 
my  father;  do  you  understand  me? 
Mv  father,  that  has  died  of  hun<)|;er." 


ii 
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^'HMTKH   XII. 

J\Sl  \H\  Is  n..(.-.  ,,|<.,s..,„f  nmntl.i,, 
'''",l,'la.i,l  Tor  ilioM-  u  h,,  ,,v  ,u,(  of 
••'  ■^poiiiii.i,^  turn  of  miiKJ. 

^^HlvFn,sf'.s,l,nv,r  house  u.-.s^n-IVoM, 
'''•"',^^;'   <-l.<Trful  s,M>(.      U   ]uu\   tr..K-(.of 

--.  tlu'  ,.  uv  U.S  now  ill-I.pt  ..ul 
''*-'^-..  '-<!v  F,os,  .as  nof  .  |,,,„ 
'"•"^''^v'^-.  .ni.i  ulnl,>  sIh-  couI.'  ,,.„  , 
/'<'••'*''•»  ^•st;.l,lislnncnlwitl,  (inrtv  s(>n-.-,nts 
;;'""'* ''•"'""  •'•'^^"t"^ix-.  who /.lltluHioj," 
7*'>,;^*-7't'>"^nnHltol,.on<.  ofsolW 

f  'T'   ^^'■"'   '"'^  '■»»'"  ^-""oH.  thou.-h" 
>^l'<>   *-iunn.   ,o    ,,,,   ,,_^.,,,    ^^j,,^    ^j^^^^    ^j^^^-_ 

;V"'^t';>"    whu-h    <ln.nu.t..n..s    m.    nn.nv 
/";;l>sl.u.,nTn.      Thrrootn.n,.insh,,l,l>v 

'-'    in    th.    .In.uino-Poon,    o-,,„;.     sh^ 
^n>    ;'  '•'-!<  ."Hi  a  kiKhrn  n.ai.l,  ,„)  „„. 

..•.lt-<inmn.Wvr.vtal>h.sw.r(.  .atrnu.fh 
tlu'  sanu.  ,vHsh   In    h.-r  hangors-on  as  of 
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old,  only  lli;it  tluM-c  w  (MC  not  so  ni;inv  of 
citlKT. 

NCil  li;i<!  rctni  lied  troni  Ainci-icji  inucli 
(l«'|)i'  >.s('<i  and  wo'iicd  ovrv  his  linanciiil 
losses,  hut  dell  iiiiinrd  |o  oct  w  liat  he 
could  from  IJciiiard's  olfcr.  al  wliatcxcr 
loss  o  [)I•(^^ti^■(•  it  iniii'lit  entail.  Ladv 
I'rosI  had  l)roiii;lii  i)a<k  every  sort  of 
usehss  thin^^  from  a  teddy-lx-ar  uj). 
She  had  no  eliildn  n  and  like<|  childisli 
thin'^s. 

Althou<i;h  the  d.<\ver  house  was  situ- 
ated in  the  paik  at  no  <^-reat  distance^  fi'oni 
the  ("astle.  Lady  I'l-ost  had  not  found 
her  (laughter  in-law  as  a^reeahle  a  eom- 
paiiion  as  >he  had  anticipated,  and 
Vivien  Inul  soon  drsconraged  her  i'ro:;i 
iuterfeiin.  ii  heratfairs.  .Veil  was  natur- 
all\'  not  wit  his  mother  as  nuich  as 
formerly,  thoujrh  he  al\\a\s  tried  to  see 
her  whenever  j)Ossil)le.  as  hers  was  the 
only  s\mpathy  and  (•onij)anionshi|)  now 
left  to  him.  fie  had  been  ma'ri<'d  vei-v 
soon  afttM"  his  fathei's  death,  and  had 
taken  up  Ins  new  duties  as  a  j)ecr  with 
much  i)o  iij)osity. 
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^  >«>  now  in  (1h    luiliol.t  of  !,..,■  hiv.  i^.,,j,. 

l;V(>st",S, |;,ys  urn    >,,,.,,(,, o;(HHJ   <|^,,|    .,|„„; 
>hr\v.u\  \nvd  [ukrrp    „,,    nr,-,,-,,,.,!    k<,.u 
'"tnvst    n.    iM.IitiV.s    ;,„(l    (••antv.    I,ul    i( 
^■''''♦♦'''    '"'••    »"    'v.-.li/r    ||,.,i    sllr    1,.,,|    no 
lon^vr  Ilu>  s.H.ial  pow-r  i;<-,    iorn„r  ,H>si- 
f'on    li.-Mi    nivrn    li.-r.   .uhI    uhj,.),   ,s|M.'h;,,| 
''^'*'"    """''l<'    «<>    HKiintain    Ihn.nol,    (lu- 
torcc    of    h,.,-    own    persona litv.     7n    (h,. 
'"<>'-"iMu-    sl.r    atl.nd,.!    to    Im-    oni.joor 
•'"fx'-;^.  .-nul  HI  ilic  aft. •■•noon  s|„.  sa!  in  (I 
'  I  i-.'.wi  no-room     \vin<lo\\     knillini^-.      Tii 
''•■"^  "<>•  "i(>llo\v,.(|  I,,.,-  ,(,.,.„  f,,,(';,,,,,    |,^_ 
i«ivvrsitv,   con.l.in,-,!    wili,    ihat    principl, 
\v'iicli  l.ad  nnconscionslv  ouidc.l  her  lif«.. 
ol"  tiikino-all  sli.-conid  and  oivino^  as  liltl," 
J<spossiMrinivturn.lia.ll,ard(Mic(?tlHdincs 
oMkt  face  and  a<c,M.luat(-d  tin- ,>xp,vssi«n 

J>t«lisconhM,tul.i,-|,  hadaluavsjustspoilrd 
'";'-''<""'^  «"  Im'.miIv.  |»i(,n<>d  l,v  the  loss 
<>t  Ikt  position  and  iiritidcd  l.v  Vivi(>n's 
|;<rlcH.  she  had  oTadu.-dly  u,-on  n  to  dis- 
l'l-<'  lin-  dano|.t(M--in-law,  and  hated  to 
tf'ink  that  she  nii,u|,t  some  dav  W(<ar  the 
l<'^vels  and  hnvs  that  wen>  so  pi-n'ons  to 
•'<'''•       I'I'is    thouo-hf.    eonihii-cd    u,|l,    he- 
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present  anxieties,  deeided  her  to  dispose 
of  tb'     I  all  at  a  sale. 

Strangely  enon(i;h.  AFrs.  Xnn  ELens 
had  remained  the  only  friend  who  t^ave 
he-  any  eonifort.  Muriel  never  forf^ot 
old  people,  and,  besides,  there  had  al- 
ways been  a  certain  sentiment  about 
Neil's  mother — which  she  nn'/2;lit  not  have 
been  able  to  retain,  ha<l  she  known  her 
better.  As  often  as  she  could  she  motored 
down  to  see  her,  brinfj;ing  her  all  the 
news  of  the  gay  world  in  which  she  was 
now  a  conspicuous  figure,  and  Lady 
Frost  looked  forward  to  these  visits 
with  {)leasure  and  almost  with  grati- 
tude. This  dull  afternoon  in  Jaimary, 
however,  one  came  as  a  sur))ris(\  A 
motor  j)uffed  u])  to  the  door  and  Muriel 
stepped  out  with  the  Duke  of  (Jrantley. 
She  looked  pretty,  even  in  motor  clothes, 
and  the  grey  in  her  hair  was  most  be- 
corainir  to  her  fresh  face;  (irantlev, 
more  serious  than  ever,  but  (►therwise 
little  changed.  He  liked  none  of  that 
family,  but  all  his  friends  seemed  to  be 
plaving  in  the  same  sand-heaj),  and 
consetpiently  they  i're(|uenlly  met. 
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Muriel    had    hroiif^'lit    the    old  .•    a 

bjisket  of  <,rrap(.'s  from  her  own  ^  cen- 
iioiis(  ,  and  they  all  sat  around  the  httle 
table,  more  welcome  than  they  had  been 
in  days  ^one  by. 

"Tell  me  all  the  <rossij).  now.  This 
is  a  <ru-:i\  treat.  Has  the  «rreat  actress 
come  that  \(>il  and  Vivien  have  told  me 
so  much  about.-  Si^Miorina  -something. 
They  met  her  in  America  .'" 

"(liiuia.'  Oh,  rather.  ]\cr  great 
I'riend,  Madame  K.,  is  with  her  and  there 
is  much  excitement  now  becan.se  both 
are  <limng  with  me  to-n-ght.  and  I  have 
come  to  beg  yon  to  motor  up  to  London 
to  meet  them.  You  can  stav  with  nu  • 
\ivien  and   Xeil  are  comincr  too'" 

*"S'on  nmst  be  oiit  of  yonr  mind. 
Muri<'l.  to  Ihink  of  my  going  iij)  to  Lon- 
don to  dine  with  anybody,  at  mv  a";^ 
let  alone  an  actress.  I  am  seventv 
years  old.      J)<»  y(,n  reali/e  that  .-" 

Munel  look<M|  at  Ihm-  with  a  woman's 
idea    of  well-bred   snrprise  at   anv   a<>-e, 

"Madam(>  IL  is  well  over  sixty.  ;ind 
the  most  chani'iii,-  jMison   in   the  world. 
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They  arrived  yesterday  from  Paris,  and 
I  went  to  see  them  this  morninji;.  Neil 
said  they  wanted  to  meet  me.  They 
were  to  have  dined  with  him,  hnt  I 
took  the  (iiTiner  over,  and  we  expeet  it 
to  be  very  annising;  not  a  function — 
onlv  a  few  mutual  frieuds,  and  you  are 

nartieularlv  v.ished  for — voj  and  Bertie, 

I  ^  •' 

by  s))eeial  re(]uest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ber- 
nard came  ov(M-  froui  Paris  with  them. 
Such  niee,  kind  jieople!  Von  simply 
njust  come,  lidy  Prost,  and  sit  on  Mr. 
Bernard's  rifrht.  It  is  (jjood  [)oliry  to 
be  civil  to  these  An.erican  milhonain\s, 
vou  know,  and  you  may  be  doin<4  Xeil 
a  rrood  turn.  Besides  that,  vou  have 
advertised  your  sajf  of  laces  and  jewels, 
which,  if  well  attended,  should  l»rin^' 
vou  a  small  fortune.  These  art  rich 
women  and  coidd  buy  anytliin*.;;  they 
wanted  and  N<  il  tells  me  the  youn^^er 
one  has  diamonds  that  yours  alom*  e(|Ual. 
'I'alk  U|)  your  tliiuij^s  a  little  to  her.  'I'he 
I'^it/maurices  are  comini;  loo.  and  you 
like  them!" 

The    Duke    lau^died.     "How    odd    to 
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hear  two  women  talk:  always  to  get 
something  ont  of  one  another;  even  the 
nieest  of  them." 

"Of  eourse  we  do.  What  does  any- 
one like  anyone  for,  exeept  to  get  some- 
thing out  of  them- money,  sympathy, 
hniins,  stimnhis — or  gossip  from  the 
lowest  to  the  highest.  We  mnst  all  put 
something  in  the  pool  of  pleasure  for 
soeiety  to  draw  from,  or  we  will  he  loft 
out  in  the  cold." 

"Taken   into  the  cold   vou    ihink    pre- 
feral)ler" 

"  liertie.    you     eynie,     nonsense.      You 
sneer  at   society   heeausc  you    were   horn 
in  a   eerfain   position.   mikI,  ;is  you    must 
sne<>r    at    souu-thiug.    ycMi    sneer   ;it    vour 
own   world.      As  for  me.   I    w;is  iiol   i)oni 
Ml     soeiety.     and     1     h    \r     m.iuy     \\;irm 
frieii(ls  outside  of  it.  ;iud   know  ;ii|  sorts 
and   kinds  of  worlds  m    Londo-i     ou(«  of 
which    oidy    you    hclong    to;    .uid    to    1;,, 
down    nd(  s   ;d)()Ul    .iun    one   set    of   people 
is  ;is  .ihsiird  as  it  is  ignor.iut.     There  .ire 
heartless    people    oiii    of    societ^     as    well 
as    in    it;    fools    are    of    all    cla.s.se.i-  and 
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angels    walk    among    us    all,    unnoticed, 
every  day." 

"Tlifn  you  consider  yourself  a  sort 
of  missing  link  among  them  all?" 

"Exactly;  a  capital  name  for  me. 
Muriel,  the  missing  link!  I5ut,  seriously, 
La  (iinna  is  prejudiced  against  English 
people.  I  hear,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
chanire  her  views.  She  is  a  most  fas- 
einating  person,  anti  reminds  me  ol 
something  wild  that  has,  with  great 
ditiicnity,  heen  tamed.  In  fact,  I  am 
not  perfectly  sure  that  she  is  tamed." 

liertie  stretched  his  legs  outward  with 
an  impatient  jerk. 

"From  all  I  hear  of  this  (tree's 
charms,  1  think  1  am  the  only  man  in 
England  unsusccj)til»le  enough  to  meet 
her.  I  like  all  the  ladies  c(|ually,  and 
I  have  never  seen  the  marrit'd  man  that 
I  envied.  \  On  promisi'  to  }>lace  n 
hetwcen  the  two  during  that  hour  of 
nourishment  .'" 

"  \'es.  I  pnnnise.  We  have  on*'  or 
two  extra  men  that  have  begged  to  come, 
just  to  look  at  her.     She  has  taken  Paris 
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ijy  storm.  Off  the  stagi-  she  suggests 
nothing  theatrical  or  even  humorous. 
Slie  has  a  rather  sad,  tliin  iaee.  most 
seductive  manners  and  an  odd  liigh 
voice,  hut  not  unnmsical.  Slie  \\,^^  much 
interested,  Lady  Frost,  in  your  saK-  of 
vahiahles.  1  fancy  she  is  a  bit  of  a 
connoisseur.  Mrs.  JJernard  is  too  de- 
lightful; so  natural  and  kind.  '1'  >.y  are 
quite  a  happy  family  together  d  (juatrc/ 
("ome  now,  you  nmst  get  n  iy  to  'art 
with  us  at  once,  or  we  shall  he  lati   "' 

Lady  Frost  hemmed  and  hawed,  j)ut 
finally  yiehh'd  to  MurieFs  entreaties, 
and  left  her  two  visitors  to  collect  her 
things. 

Bertie  walked  over  toMhe  window  an<l 
looked  out.  "One  often  wonders  what 
has  haj)pened  to  all  the  stdpid  j)eople 
one  has  met  in  the  world,  who  .se<'m 
to  just   di>appear."' 
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"Well,  go  on." 

"And  I  w.is  tliinkin^^  of  the  nice  peo- 
j)k'  that  (lij,appear.  For  instance  that 
old  Ir.dy  always  makes  me  think  of 
Ginnie  Allerti.  1  don't  blame  her  for 
runninn;  awav;  Ladv  Frost  is — well,  to 
me    perfectly  poisonons." 

"1  don't  think  you  ought  to  say  so, 
havinir  iust  swallowed  her  tea." 

■'That  wa>  j)()isonous.  too,  and  you 
know  I  didn't  want  to  come." 

"Von  arc  sinijdy  spoiled  and  ungrate- 
ful. Vou  have  had  a  divine  motor 
drive  with  me  all  to  yourself,  you  are 
going  to  have  a  heaut'ful  time  at  dinner 
to-night,  and  —  " 

"Well,  if  she  is  dull  I  shall  he  bored, 
and  if  she  ai)peals  to  me  I  shall  j)rob- 
a!)ly  never  see  her  again.  And  that's 
so  tiresome." 

"Really,  Bertie,  you  need  some  exer- 
cise. \()ur  pessimism  is  most  ridicu- 
lous in  a  man  like  you,  who  has  every- 
tliiii(r  ,  live  lor.  ^  ou  »i)uld  marry 
almost  auv  v.oman  in  Fngland  <'\cept 
lue,  and  you  ;',re  loo  lazy  or  shy  ever  to 
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try   to  s,.,.  aiiv  one  you   like— and   tlieii 
you  ^n-uuible," 

"  1  am  a  tiresome  fellow.     Now,  tliere's 
llcir^m.   (;,,,„t:   !,<.   couldn't   sleep   for   a 
week   after    Miss   Allerti   ran   away,   and 
now    lu>'s    lH.(>n    married    twiee,    aiid    is 
•In-  father  of  a  fan)ily;  and  1— never  was 
ni    love   with    her,   and   ne-er  wanted   to 
'"arry   her,  or  any  one  else— yet  all  the 
women    I    compare    with    her    fall    flat. 
Siie  has  spoiled  me  for  the  others,  that's 
all. 

He    played    a    tattoo   on    the    window- 
pane. 

"Why  don't  you  ask  this  woman  to- 
ni<,dit  if  she  knows  of  her.-" 

"I    mean   to.     She  knew   some  aetress 
I'l  Italy  or  Paris,  I  for-cf  who  or  where— 
It   would   interest   me  to  know   what  had 
''''^•*""*'  "'■  '«■'•■      I'^'i-haps  she  is  nu.rried 
•"•'1   t<d  and  dull.      If  so   I    wouhl   rather 
"'>t     s,"<>     h.T.      lor    she    was     (he     most 
■spu-itual    and    el.-vafjno.    p,.,,son     I     have 
<W(M-    mcl.    not    hecause   of   anythin^r   she 
Naid.  I.ul   l.ccaus,.  of  what  one"  felt  ahout 
''<■•••      I  should  hate  to  he  disappointed." 
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Lady  Frost  appeaiod  and  announced 
herself  as  reatly,  and  so  slie  was,  for 
motor  races  or  an  Arctic  Exploring  Ex- 
pedition. 


CIIAPTEK  XIII. 


Ir  was  a  few  minutes  past  ei^lit 
o'clock  when  tlic  oi„.si:.  of  honor 
;nTiv(>(l  at  .Mrs.  \an  K.jcns'  house, 
hut  all  w(>re  already  a.vscnihled  in  the 
drawin^r-rooni  waitin^'.  TIkm-c  was  Viv- 
ien, massive,  pink  and  white,  and  old 
Lady  Frost  in  reoal  velvet  and  (hamonds. 


lookino'    verv   j^ranc 
Ladv     Ha 


i    and    condesccndi 


coiHJescendm^r. 
•arr    was    ther(>    too,     verv     little 
ehan«r(>,h  unless  lor  her  <  nrls,  which  were 
J)erha})s  a  shade  l)ri_o|, {,.,•,  ;nid   Lord  Ha rr 
too,    ij"    possihlc    a    Iritic    duller.      Kcnrje 
^>rant  and   Ins  second   wile— a  flirtatious 
little   thinn-     wc-e   there,    h(<,   so  clianned 
th;      'lis  own  mother  would  hardly  know 
him,   hut    lookino-   more  than   ever  like  a 
,l,n-ooni.      Mr.    and    Mrs.    Hamilton    Fit/- 
'"•""■''■<•     \\  <•'•«■     a     i-cal     addition     to     the 
party,   holh  iniju-oved   in  looks  hv  happi- 
ness   and    prosperity.      Her    kindness    of 
iicart    had    softened    la-r    sharp    features, 
;iud     her     hiishand's    consideration     and 
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appreciation  of  her  many  virtues  had 
given  her  a  charm  and  ease  of  manner 
that  had  won  her  many  real  friends. 
With  them  liad  come  old  Lowenstein, 
still  verv  nuich  alive,  and  lonii;  over  the 
excitement  of  feeling  himself  in  society 
and  the  habit  of  talking  about  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  Muriel  had  taught  him  many 
things  whith  are  useful  for  a  gentleman 
to  know,  and  had  suggested  many  other 
uses  for  his  money  thai  s[)liirging.  He 
proposed  to  her  regularly  every  month, 
but  never  ('onij)lained  of  'ihe  crumbs 
of  friendship  she  threw  him.  Muriel's 
retinue  of  friends  was  varied,  but  what- 
ever the  relations  of  the  membt-rs  were 
to  each  otiier  outside,  around  her  hre- 
side  tliey  were  all  friends  and  ])erfectly 
at  home. 

Madame  H.,  exquisitely  dressed  in 
purple,  came  first  to  greet  licr  hostess; 
then  (iinnie.  wearing  a  look  of  triumj)li 
as  she  faced  the  room  full  of  peoj)le. 
She  wore  a  simple  black  gown,  cut 
s(|uarc  at  the  neck,  and  her  diamond 
chain    spiirklc<l    Ix-low    her    knees,  where 
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the  jewelled  hall  hung  heavi.y.  hor 
skin  was  ashen,  but  her  lips  red  uitli 
warm  blood. 

Lady    Frost   started    and    would    have 
tallen    as    she    reeognized    her,    had    she 
not    clutehed    the    mantel,    beside    which 
she    was    standing,    for    support.     J  lad 
she  not  known  the  features,  the  diamond 
Cham    was    unmistakable;    the    size    and 
settmo-  of  the  alternate  stones  she  knew 
a^^un,  but  the  jewelled  ball  was  strano-e 
to   her.     The   look   she   alone   had    se?n 
at    her    last    interview,    in    which    little 
(-xnmie's  face  had  seemed  in  an  hour  to 
have    aged    ten    years,    she    knew    again 
to-day.  ^ 

Lady  Frost  was  clever  enough  to 
know  It  would  be  fatal  to  betray  her 
recognition,  and  besides,  how  useful  Gin- 
nie  might  now  be  to  her  if  onlv  she  could 
l)e  on  friendly  terms  once  moiv. 

Everyone  was  introduced  to  the  two 
strangers,  and  Bertie  sat  in  clover  be- 
tween them,  with  Neil  ,ud  Lady  Ihnr 
on  either  side. 

"It  looks  so  different  from—"  began 
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(iiniiie  wistfully  to  tlu'  Diikf,  then  she 
reineinhered  she  was  meeting-  him  for 
the  first  time. 

"Difi'erent  from  what.-"  he  asked, 
feeling  some  memory  touched  hy  her 
voice  which  he  could  not  (juite  place. 

"J)itferent  from  I'aris  and  New  York. 
1  like  this  dinin<^-room.  In  America 
the  decorations  are  more  French.  Am- 
ericans haunt  I*aris,  and  I  sup|  3se  are 
imbued  with  French  tastes  and  fashions. 
All  this  heavy  Enidish  stvle  is  (uiite  new 
to  me." 

"You  don't  know  London  at  all, 
then  'i  I  fancied  1  had  met  you  some- 
where  before." 

"No,  I  was  here  as  a  child,  but  I 
made  no  friends.  Mine  is  a  dirterent 
life  and  world,  of  work,  work,  work — 
and  yours — " 

"  Mine  is  what .'" 

"One  of  j)lay," 

"You  arc  unjust.  There  are  certain 
duties  on(^  has  to  live  up  to,  however 
lazy  oni'  is." 

"And  are  you  still  lazyr" 
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SiK'  regretted  the  words  immediately, 
but  was  relieved  to  see  lie  had  not  no- 
tieed  her  slip,  tor  he  ehanged  the  subjeet. 

"I  oiiee  met  a  girl  who,  like  you,  said 
she  loved  to  work.  Did  you  ever  hear 
of  a  Miss  AUerti  ?" 

(liunie  winced;  and  then  looked  the 
village  idiot. 

"AUerti  is  not  a  name  I  ever  remember 
having  heard  of  on  the  stage.  You  are 
thinking  of  the  {)laywright." 

"No,  I'm  not — though  1  have  met 
lun. 

Ginnie's  li{)s  (juivered,  her  eyes  half 
closed  as  if  she  were  in  pain,  an<l  drop- 
ping her  voice  she  asked  beseechingly: 

"(an  you  tell  m(>  how  you  came  to 
know  AUerti .'  What  condition  was  he 
in  when  you  knew  him.'  IIow  did  a 
poor  wretch  like"  that  ever  happen  to 
come   into  your   life .'"" 

(iinni<'  liad  not  been  guarded,  and  her 
expression  was  betraying  the  k«'cn  in- 
terest she  fell.  I  lis  evc>  searched  her 
face  critically. 

"All     pe()j)lc     who     fee!     (hrply      liave 
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their  lives  closely  interwoven,  whatever 
their  class  or  condition.  Don't  you  agree  ? 
He  was  a  very  clever  man,  remarkable 
enough  not  to  be  forgotten  by  any  one 
who  might  meet  him,  however  casually. 
My  acquaintance  with  him  was  of  the 
slightest.  Forgive  me  for  noticing  your 
emotion  just  now— but  you  look  to  nie 
as  if  you  too  had  met  him.  Do  you  act 
any  of  his  plays.'" 

"Next  week  in   Paris  T   am  to  act  in 

the  last  play  he  has  written,  a  brilliant 

piece  which  ought  to  make  him  famous." 

"I  should  like  to  see  it.     Will  it  nujke 

me  cry  or  laugh?" 

"Well,  it  is  meant  to  nuike  you  laugh; 
but  it  may  not." 

"Fancy  that  poor  fellow  writing  a 
comedy."  (Jrantley  looked  otV  into 
space  as  if  his  thoughts  were  far,  far 
away.  "It  is  so  dithcult  for  mc  to 
account  to  mys(>lf  fo,  all  the  humorists 
and  comedians  and  clowns  who  try  to 
make  us  laugh.  Where  do  they  get 
their  material  for  Iminor'  Fvimi  sup- 
posing   tlu-y    have    always    Ihmmi    happy. 
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and  certainly  most  of  tliciii  liave  not, 
how  do  they  escape  seeing  the  loneli- 
ness and  sorrow  of  others?" 

"Perhaps  it  is  from  having  felt  lone- 
liness and  sorrow  that — they  wish   to— 
change    the    subject.     Yon    en n not    call 
humor  a  selfish  thing.     It  gladdens  thou- 
sands,  under    whatever    tonditions    and 
circu!nstanc<\s  it  may  have  heen  borne." 
"It  seems  almost   iinpossible   to  think 
of    your    acting    as    being    funny.     \ou 
suggest  nothing  humorous." 
She  smiled  bewitchingly. 
"I  don't  believe  the  j)erson  lives  who, 
having    the    power   to    make   you    laugh, 
has  not  ecjual  power  to  draw  your  tears." 
"I  can't  believe  that." 
"And    I    <;o    farther,"    she    went    on; 
"the    artist    who    can    draw    your    tears 
nuist  have  the  power  to  make  von  laugh. 
Take'    Mme.    \l.     She    is    most    amusing 
otf    tlu'    stage    and    is   glorious    in    funny 
parts,     only     she     loves     the    classics,      1 
prefer    'if(>    of    to-day,    nonsense,    mirth. 
I    have   cried    enough."     She    shook    lici 
head  as  if  to  frt>c  herself  from  hauniing 
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thouMits.  Her  thin  eyi'lid-s  drooped 
.li<rhtlv  a;-d  trembled.  She  be^raii  to 
he"  afraid  of  herseh',  afraid  he  would 
recollect  her  old  persoiu'lity  of  youth. 
lie  seetned  to  he  thinkinj.-  all  the  time, 
:,s  h-  studied  her,  where  he  had  seen 
her    before.     She    felt    it    and    went    on 

hurriedlv: 

"1  have  been  tauj^ht  to  laugh  hy 
balancing  mv  joys  with  my  sorrows, 
and  learning  to  cherish  each  i)leasure 
or  thought  that  lightened  a  care  or  a 
worry  -treasure  it  as  m  priceless  jewel, 
uxxvsc  it,  exaggerate  it  and  so  we  co- 
nu-diennes  make  profit  by  night  out 
of  the  tears  we  have  shed  by  day;  sitt- 
i„jr   all    we   fed    an<l    sec,   and   giving   to 

the  public.""  ^, 

•H)blivioii  of  life  as  it  r<-ally  is  .- 
"1     was    not    going    to    say    that,    but 

perhaps   your   ending   t.»   my   scnlcncc   is 

better  than   my  own  w.>uld  hav(>  i)ecu. 
"Cairt     1     see    you     to-morrow  ?      I  H 

lake- y.»u  to  the  Zoo';-  he  said  irrelevantly. 

•'  In  what   capacity  r" 
Both  laughed. 
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"Life  is  indeed  made  up  of  ^^ood- 
byes,"  she  said.  **\\e  go  hack  to  Paris 
to-morrow.  I  must  rehearse  mv  new 
play,  whic'li  begins  next  week.  I  must 
make  it  the  sueeess  of  my  life.  Perhaps 
if  you  eame  the  first  night,  it  would  l)e!" 
She  bent  her  head  forward  and  looked 
up  at  him  with  her  enchanting  smile. 

"With  all  the  pleasure  in  the  world.  1 
speak  now  for  the  right-hand  box  next 
the  stage,  and  shall  cable  for  it  in  the 
morning.  1  do  hope  I  will  not  l)e  dis- 
appointed in  you  as  an  actress." 

"  Would  you  mind  very  much  as  long 
as  you  were  not  disa})[)ointed  in  me  as 


a  woman  .-' 


Yes,  I  should  mind  very  much,  be- 
cause  I  think  you  have  a  divine  spark 
of  somethin<;,  which  must  mear  vour 
art. 

"We  actresses  should  never  talk  about 
ourselves,  rem(Mnber;  and  now  1  was 
about  to  make  a  thoroughly  common- 
j)lace  remark,  which  1  think  1  shall 
spare  you." 

"  \ Cry   well,      hut   if   I    cajiM    lake  you 
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to  the  Zoo,  may  I  come  to  see  yon  in 
the  morning  before  you  start  for  France  ?" 

"Yes,  by  all  means.  Promise  not  to 
be  shocked  and  breakfast  with  us,  as 
we  are  Bohemians -at  nine  o'clock," 

She   hardly  thought  he   wouhl   accept, 

but  he  did. 

The    dinner    was    nearly    over    before 
Neil    had    a    chance   to   get    in    a    word. 
He    was    jealous    and    sullen.       (iinnie 
plaved  with  him  like  a  cat  with  a  mouse. 
It    was    a    glorious    feeling    to    be    sure 
of    herself.     She    was    thankful    she  was 
not     his    wife,    grateful    sh(>     had    been 
ol)liged  to  work  for  her  bread  and  but- 
ter,''aiul    had    not   been    allowed    to   get 
cynical     and    jealous    and     idle    as    she 
reached  middle  age.     Tbere  was  no  tell- 
ing   how    nnich    longer    she    would    have 
teased   him,   as    Muriel   at    that    moment 
made    th(>     move    to     leave     the      men 
with    th(«ir    cigars,    and    Lady    Frost    led 
the   i)roccssiou   upstairs   to   the   drawing- 
room.     Very    little    was    changcMl     th(<re 
beyond  the  fresh  grey  on  the  walls. 

Lady  Frost  i)ut  up  hw  glasses  to  look 
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at  a  new  pliotograph  of  the  Kino;  in  a 
rhiuestone  frame  wliieh  stood  on  the 
piano,  and  then  turned  ainial)ly  to  ^lin- 
nie,  and  started  to  tell  hcv  about  the  sale 
of  her  things  which  was  to  take  place 
tlie  following  afternoon;  she  hoped  so 
nnu'li  to  see  her  tiuM-e.  and  that  she 
would  bring  Mrs.  liernard  and  AInie. 
R.  She  included  tluMU  in  an  invitin«r 
way.  and  went  on  to  tcjl  of  her  pink 
pearls,  two  tiaras,  a  diiunond  dog-collar 
and  a  host  of  smaller  things:  but  the 
laces  were  her  j)articular  tr<'asures.  Her 
eyes  were  fastened  on  Mme.  11. 's  ex- 
(juisite  lace  and  velvet  gown,  as  hand- 
some as  anything  she  had  to  offer  to 
the  j)ublic.  and  of  a  diti'erent  style. 

"Von  would  be  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  lace.  I  am  sure."  She  sat 
down  with  an  elegant  sweej>  of  the  hand 
in  th<'  otherV  <lirectioii.  and  was  not  a 
little  surj)rised  to  \ivuv  her  reply  as  she 
also  seated  herself. 

"No,  I  wouldn't.  I  hate  lace.  I 
only  wear  this  because  it  is  ex|)ensiv(>, 
and   I    think  old  people   look   better  and 
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more  dignified  in  expensive  things.  But 
1  woukln't  l)uy  any  more,  })eeause  this 
will  last  me  until 'l  die,  and  then  my 
Iriends  ean   raffle   lor   it   to  pay  for  the 

burial." 

Lady    Frost    wineed.      Mme.    H.    was 
in   one"  of  her  had  humors.     She  hated 
the   London  fog.   always   had   hated   the 
peo})le,    was    bored    at    Neil's    hanging 
about    and    fawning    at    their    feet    sinee 
their  arrival.   l)ut   most  of  all   she  hated 
Lady    Frost's    faee.     Her    respeetability, 
without   a    traee   of   prineiple   or   honor, 
was  written  as  elearly  as  if  it  had  been 
advertised    with     electric     letters.       She 
thought  her  a  snob  and  a  time-server,  and 
took1)ains  to  say  so  to  Lord  l?arr,  who  led 
her    in    to    dinner;    and    as    tlie    women 
entered  the  drawing-room  she  whispered 
to  Ginnie:  "Don't  let  her  borrow  money 
from  you.     Fd   rather  eat  it."     Usually 
so   gracious    and    charming,    she    was    a 
new   person   to-night.     All   were   a    little 
afraid    of    lun-.     She    drew    La<ly    Frost 
on    about    her    views    on     morals    and 
gambling,   and   what  she  felt  should  or 
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should  not  be  tolerated  in  society,  then 
made  the  startling  announcement  that 
she  herself  was  everything  not  fit  to  be 
received,  and  added  that  I'iccina  was 
probably  the  only  really  virtuous  woman 
in  the  room.  Ginnie  grew  very  red. 
Vivien  and  Muriel  tried  their  best  to 
turn  the  conversation  into  pleasanter 
channels,  but  the  former  only  annoyed 
her  more  than  ever.  At  last  Ginnie, 
with  all  the  warmth  and  strength  of  her 
own  sweet  nature,  leaned  forward  and 
kissed  her  before  them  all.  The  angry 
wrinkles  softened  at  once. 

"  Madame  R.  keeps  me  in  fits  of  laugh- 
ter all  day  long,  but  one  has  to  get  used 
to  her,  or  one  would  fancy  she  was 
cross — eh?"  and  she  pressed  her  dear 
friend's  hand  lovingly,  and  drew  the 
attention  to  herself ,  gradually  getting  Lady 
Frost  to  concentrate  all  her  attention 
on  her,  much  against  that  lady's  will. 
The  others  separated  into  groups.  Mme. 
R.  was  happy  alone  with  Muriel,  while 
Vivien  and  the  bride  found  endless 
pleasure    in     the    sort    of    conversation 
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that  makes  dull  woiiuMi  talk  and  giggle 
ill  vindcrtonos,  whatever  it  is.  The  din- 
incr-roon.  doors  had  hvm  thrown  open, 
,ndthe  men's  voices  were  heard  in  the 
hall.  Ginnie  lifted  the  diamond  chain 
from  off  her  own  neck. 

"I    am    indeed    sorry   not   to   be   a»)le 
to  he  at  vour  sale  to-morrow  afternoon, 
Lady    Fmst.     1    love    beantiful    things, 
nn<f should  have  been  glad  to  have  done 
a    little    toward    swelling    the    fund    you 
are  trving  to  raise,  but  as  I  cannot  be 
there--!    must   be    in   Paris   for   my   re- 
hearsals--!   beg    of    you    to    accept    t  us 
as  a   contribution  from   me.     hell  it  tor 
what  it  is  worth;  !  have  never  (juestioned 
its  value,   and  until   to-night,  cared  but 
little  that  it  might  represent  a  large  sum 
She   laid   her   chain   (luickly    over   Lady 
Frost's    head,    and    it    fell    rippb"^^    "^ 
liquid    sparkles    in   a    curling    mass    into 
her  lap,  the  jewelled  ball  half  smothered 

in  the  gems.  . 

Ladv  Frost  was  a  woman  ot  rigid 
self-control,  but  she  had  l>een  through 
an   ordeal   to-night   dreadful   for   one   ot 
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even  lier  agc^  jiiid  teni[)eranuMit.  She 
knew  Muriel  \v;is  uiicoiiscious  of  wliat 
she  lijul  (lone,  and  >lie  gU('ss(><l  her  son 
did  not  suspect  (iiiinie's  identity.  She 
ini(i;ht  not  herselt.  had  it  not  been  for 
the  neeklaee.  for  hetwecMi  the  aocs  of 
seventeen  and  thii'tv-five  a  woman  ehan<res 
much.  Lady  Frost  was  stunned.  She 
turned  deathly  pale  and  was  seized  with 
terror  lest  (iinnie  should  ex})ose  her.  Slu' 
guesse<l  Mme.  K.  knew  everything  there 
was  to  know;  hut  little  Ginnie.  who  she 
thought  by  now  would  have  passed  and 
been  forgotten  on  th<'  IJoulevards — little 
Ginnie  was  a  great  artist,  a  great  power; 
and  she  would  i)ide  her  chance,  and 
give  her  still  another  niortilication;  she 
had  had  plenty  of  late;  but  the  most 
awful  was  to  come,  that  she  felt  sure  of, 
and  yet  on  (iinnie's  face  she  could  see  no 
trace  of  malice.  Neil  and  the  Duke 
now  stood  before  them.  Neil's  eyes 
fastened  on  the  diamonds  on  his  mother's 
neck      and  the  jewelled  ball. 

"What  does  this  mean:  Is  not  this 
your  diamond  chain.  Mother,  that  you 
used  to  wear  so  nmchr" 
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"T.ady  Frost  imsworcd  with  difficulty. 
"Signoriiui  (iiniui  lias  oencrousl;  made 
ino^a  present  of  this  to  help  inv  dis- 
tress    I — I      am   (luite   overcome." 

"But,  Mother,  you  can't!"  cried  Neil. 
"Vou   can't    take^t!     Shame!      Why!    it 
nmst  be  (;innic,  little  Ginnie     whom  you 
turned    into   the   street— speak— be   hon- 
est!   Did  you  <,nve  her  this,  then,  to  bribe 
her    silence?      Horrible!      Horrible!" 
He  brushed  his  hand  over  his  bloodshot 
eyes,    and    looked    at    his    mother    with 
contempt  and  loathing.     'Ihv  coward  in 
him    revolted   at    the    revelation    of    the 
woman    who   had    borne   him,   who    had 
helped    to    make    him.     Lady    Frost    re- 
coiled   in   her  chair  as   if   she  had   been 
struck,    her    head     iiuivering,    and    her 
thin  fingers  playing  with  the  diamonds, 
caressing    them,    tenacious    of    them    at 

all  costs. 

There  was  a  cruel  pause,  very  short; 
and  (iinnie  rose,  as  if  she  were  behind 
the  footlights.  The  others  seemed  only  to 
her  as  an  audience,  and  in  her  strange, 
wonderful  voice  she  began: 
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"Mv  dear  friends,  I  ho''  vou  will  for- 
iv<>  his  lordship  for  haviiio-  enjoyed  too 
'  a  dinner.  I  sometimes  think  we 
like  |)(>oj)le  l)eeans(>  of  their  inlirniities. 
As  to  the  chain-  when  I  left  Lady 
Frost's  roof  so  lon^-  a<j;o  as  (iinnie  Al- 
lerti,  she  was  kind  enon^h  to  <>ive  it 
to  me  as  a  <^-ood-l)ye  |)res(Mit,  and  J 
have  worn  it  all  these  years,  and  now 
that  we  meet  aj^ain  it  is  with  the  deej)est 
irratitnde  for  ali  her  past  kindness  to 
me,  that  I  j»!aee  npon  her  the  diamond 
chain.  I  w;  nt'  '  to  see  aj^ain  those 
faces  whom  I  have  looked  hack  nj)on 
with  memories  of  happintvss,  and  yon 
will  foro'ive  m<>  for  not  havin<i;  made 
myself  known.  1  was  not  horn,  like 
von  all,  amoni;-  cnshions  and  laces,  and 
1  am  a  wanderer.  It  hrin<>s  tears  to 
mv  eves  to  feel  all  yi)nr  kindness  and 
aj)j)reciatioii  of  M  me.  U.  and  myself 
to-ni'dit,  and  I  hcii"  \()ii  ^^iH  ask  no  (pu's- 
tiotis  of  my  aunt.  Lady  I'rost.  Like 
Lndina  1  nin>t  come  and  ^o  lunpies- 
tioned.  I'romisc  me  this  and  1  say — 
let  us  meet  a-'ain." 
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-She  paused  and  laid  one  hand  on  her 
aunt's  shaking  shoulder,  -laneing  at  the 
Duke  and  Fitzniaurice  successively. 
Both  inurnuired,  "  'Ae  proniise." 

"I  onlv  ask  you,  Lady  Frost,  to  give 
me  back  my  little  jewelled  ball  that 
hangs  on  the  chain.  There  is  someone 
looking  tor  It  and  I  nmst  help  him  find 
it.     Will  you  take  it  otf  for  me,  Neil?" 

Uc  had  almost  lost  his  self-control, 
and  his  lips  and  nostrils  were  quivering. 
He  kneeled  down  and  unfastened  it, 
handing  it  to  (iinnie  with  bowed  head. 
Vivien's   commonplace    voice    broke   the 

spell: 

'*I  think  we  had  better  go  home,  Neil. 
You  don't  seem  <juite  yourself." 

"Thank  God  for  that,  if  only  once!" 
he  answered   <logge<lly   i      an   uiulertone. 

The  party  seeme<l  to  lu-  breaking  up 
:,nd  Muriercame  as  near  being  flustered 
as  she  had  ever  been  in  her  life.  There 
was  something  very  mysterious  about 
the  evening,  and  she  could  not  mak.- 
out  uhether  to  put  it  down  to  one  oi  her 
sm-eesses  or  one  of   her   failures.      Lady 
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Frost  looked  as  if  she  were  ready  to  taint 
at  any  moment,  so  (iinnie  said  ^rood- 
ni^ht,  kissing  lier  hostess,  who  promised 
to  come  to  Paris  the  following  week  to 
see  her  new  play.  She  was  to  make  up 
a  little  })arty  of  (linnie's  friends  in  days 
gone  l)y,  and  (iinnie  wondered  how 
many  there  would  be. 


rilAPTER  XIV. 
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GO^II,  what  a  i)lay  that  would 
make!  Both  cowards  now  chng- 
ing  to  their  fonner  j)rey.     Ain't 

tliey  boaiities  ?" 

He    shook    his    head,    bahmcing,  with 
^reat  care,  his  right  lieel  on  his  left  toe, 
after  stretching  liis  short   legs  as  far  as 
he  could.     'IMie  words  were  Mr.  Sanuiel 
Bernard's.      All  had  returned  to  the  hotel 
to   Ma. lame   U.'s    ai)artinents    to    discuss 
the    events    of    the    evening.     The    Later 
was    in    a    l)etter   humor,    and    had    been 
enlightening    Mr.   and    Mrs.    Bernard   on 
the   meaning  of  the  scene  they   had  just 
witnessed.     She  had  told  them  how  (lin- 
„ic"s  relatives  had  lH>haved  to  her  seven- 
teen   long   years   ago.     Snddejdy    a    loud 
knock     came    at     the    door,    and     Lord 
I'rost  .Mitercd.     (iinnie  was  almost  aslecj) 
on  the  sofa  and  .started  at  the  sound.      He 
stood     for    a     moment     in    the    <h>orway 
looking  at   her,  and   thm   sai.l   al)rui)tly: 
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"  Foro'ive  lue  for  coniini:;  at  tliis  liour, 
hut  I  felt  I  inifjht  <^o  mad  at  any  mo- 
iiuMit  if  I  didn't  spoak,  iind  1  liav«^  a 
few  words  to  say  before  you  all.  ^  on 
won't  refuse  nie.  will  your"  He  looked 
pleadinjrly  at  (iinnie. 

"Of  course,  Neil.  Sit  down  and  stay 
as  louf,'  as  you  like.  Help  yourself  to 
a  oio-arelte.  Von  will  iind  my  box  on 
the  t'^d)le." 

"Come  over  to  me."  said  Bernanl, 
"and  have  a  whiskey  and  soda.  It  will 
smooth  your  hair  down."  He  poured 
one  out  'or  \eil  and  another  for  himself. 

"1  did  not  exjx'et  to  Iind  you  here, 
Mr.  Hernard.  I  had  not  iHtju'd  for 
such  o()()(i  fortune,  and  was  ahoul  to 
send  von  a  telegram  asking  to  see  you 
to-morrow  night." 

"Didn't  cxjx-el  to  find  me  here,  eli  P 
Well,  I'm  her<'  until  to-morrow  evrmng, 
when  I  go  to  Paris  to  join  the  ladies 
and  see  tlie  great  opening  night.  To- 
morrow morning  I  shall  l)e  husy  s(>eing 
the.se  jieople  olf,  who  start  ahead  of  me, 
hut  1)V  lunch  time  I    -hall  he  free  if  you 
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will  meet  nic  here,  say,  at  two  o'clock, 
and  we  can  iiave  a  (|Uiet  chat.  As  for 
me,  I'm  out  for  a  holiday.  I  see  enou^di 
of  men  all  day  in  Wall  Street,  and  wIkmi 
I  am  off  for  a  sj)ree,  I  try  to  make  my- 
self the  ladies'  ))et,  and  put  up  with 
dressmakers,  shampooers  and  maiiicur- 
ers.  Nothing-  ])hases  me,  and  I  haiio- 
round  until  I'm  put  out—growing  bright- 
er and  l)righter  as  the  night  wears  away. 
Don't  I,  Mrs.  Bernard.-" 

She  irlanced  ui)  at  her  husband  with 
an  indulgent  smile,  for  there  were  times 
in  America  when  his  expression  was  as 
hard  as  steel. 

Neil's  face  looked  grey  and  his  tall 
figure  wilted. 

"(iinn.ie,  I  want  to  a])ologize  to  you. 
in  the  presence  of  all  these  three  true 
friends  of  yours,  for  having  bcci.  the 
cad  I  was  to-night,  as  \v<'ll  as  in  years 
(-•one  bv.  1  have  no  excuse  to  oiler, 
exce|)t  that  I  se(  Ml  to  have  been  born 
and  bred  a  '.ad.  To-night  1  nearly 
kiUed  mv  mother,  ([uite  un.onsciously ; 
and    until    vou    awakened    a    faint    soiiie- 
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thiufj    in    "H>    by    your    clofeiicc    of    tlio 
siturtion  1  had  ("rcated.  I  did  not  realize 
my    own    baseness.     1    used    to    tlunk    I 
was  l)a(L  i)ut  I  am  not  bail  enouj^li  not 
to   know   it,   and    liave   it    dei>ress   me;  a 
miserable  condition,  and  you  must  know 
that     I     am     not     a     hai)|)y     man.     The 
jewelled   ball   was  tossed  too  hi»rh  to  be 
found,   but   on   my   hands  and   knees,   m 
the  darkness.   1    mean   to  <(rope  through 
the    swamps    till    I    get    it.      'Hie    jewels 
mav  have  been  i)lueked  out  by  another, 
hut    the   jewelled    ball      the    ball    will    be 
mine     mine." 

He  stopjx'd  and  looked  about  lum 
until  his  eyes  met  (iiniue's.  She  was 
deadly  i)ale,  l)ul  the  tenderness  in  her 
faee  eonvineed  him  that  she  under- 
stood—and that  she  would  help  him. 

"He  must  have  been  drinking  very 
hravilv/'  whispered  Mrs.  liernard  to 
Muie.  \{.  Mr.  Bernard  eyed  him  sus- 
j)ieiouslv  for  a  uiomeiit.  th«Mi  said: 

'•^■()U  have  gone  up  eight  points  in  my 
(•stimati«Mi.  uiy  uian,""  and  slaj.jH'd  him 
;,p])roviugly  (Ml  the  back;  "*y(>u  have  got 
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t\\  that  is  not  rotten  in  you  to  make 


enou 

it  worth  while  cuttinu;  the  rottenness  out. 
There'll  he  (>nou^rh  crood  left  for  the  pie 
vet-  vou  see  if  there  isn't;  that  is  .f  vou 
Iire'in  earnest.  1  aojje  it  isn't  liciuor  that 
is  ^rivincr  vou  these  noble  sentiments. 
Now.  don't  Um^ei  to  hineh  with  me  to- 
morrow, and  ladies,  ^ood-night.  It  is 
time  for  me  to  do  up  my^  wite  s  eurl 
papers,  and  1  will  leave  you." 

The  Hernards  left  the  room,  and  Mad- 
ame   U.    also    exeused    herself,    pleading 
fatigue    and    leaving    (linnie    alone    with 
Nei?.      lie   threw   himself   wearily   mto   a 
chair    near    her    and    cried    like    a    ciiild. 
Sho  walked  over  heside  him  and    laid    \n  ■ 
(•ool  hand   on   his  head  until  he  l.eeame 
calmer.      Neil  raised  his  face  and  looked 
gratefullv  up  at  her. 

"Vou  don't  hegin  to  know   all   that    1 
have  done  dishom.rahly.  hut    1    nuan   to 
undo  what    I   can.      I    shall   see    Beruan 
to-morrow.      I  don't  Nvaiit  to  he  ashame.l 
to    meet    decent    pe(»l>lc.      1>«'   .v<''>    »^''<'^^ ' 
to-ni<dit    something    hroke    wtlun    me— 


it 


was    what 

19 


vou    did      vour 


(ifootiness. 
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Ginnie— Cxinnie,   what    must    you    have 
thought  of  uie  iu  New  York  when,  hke 
the  coward  that  I  was,  I  tokl  you  about 
the   past;    when   I    misrepresented   your 
character  and  ray  feehng,  simply  to  pre- 
tend   I    had    never    cared    for    anyone 
before  ?    You  never  deceived  me  one  mo- 
ment,  years  ago.     I   knew   just  what  I 
was   doing,    and   then,   when   you    grew 
fond    of    me,    I    got    frightened    at    the 
thought  of  marrying  you.     I  was  afraid 
of  the  workl's  ridicuks  and  afraid  of  your 
father  becoming  troubk^some.     You  don't 
know    what   a   terror   I   have    of     bemg 
laughed  at-and  Mother  promised  to  get 
me  out  of   it   all -and   I   let  her."     He 
bowed  his  head,  choking  down  his  sobs. 

as  he  went  on:  ,  ,.       t-, 

"I  was  very  fond  of  Muriel \  an  Lbens 
before  that,  but  my  fear  of  ridicule  kept 
me  from  marrying  her,  because  she  was 
older.  Now,  to-day,  she  looks  ten  years 
younrrer  than  I  do.  She  cared  for  me 
and  had  every  right  to  expect  me  to 
marry  her.  I-I  promised  her  before 
her  husband  died."     He  felt  a  hot  tear 
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fall  on  his  forehead.  She  wiped  it  quickly 

away.  i      i    n     i 

"I    have    lied,    cringed    and    skulked 

through  life.  I  never  believed  it  was 
possible  for  a  man  to  love  a  woman  as 
much  as  I  love  you,  or  in  the  way  I  love 
you,  since  I  met  you  in  New  \ork.  1 
express  myself  awkwardly,  but  your 
strength  is'so  wonderful,  the  power  you 
have  over  me  frightens  me." 

He  shook  with  passionate,  uncontrol- 
lable sobs  after  his  coi>fessioii  Ginnie  still 
silently  pressing  her  hand  on  his  burnmg 
forehead.  Gradually  he  grew  quieter  a 
subtle  peace  stealing  into  his  swoUeri 
^.gins— the   first   earnestness   of   his   soul 

was  born. 

The  clock  struck  one.  It  was  a  hide- 
ous clock,  witli  uncovered  figures  that 
,nicdit  better  have  been  clothed,  holdmg 
it  np  on  their  brazen  shoulders.  Both 
Ginnie  and  Neil  looked  at  it  simul- 
taneously. 

"We  shall  see  vou  in  Pans  next  week, 
1  hope;  the  first  night  of  my  poor  father's 
plav,  and  I  mean  to  make  him  famous. 
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As  ahvays.  your 
I  shall  come. 


thought  is  for  others. 
It  is  <i;oo(i  of  you  to 


Yes, 

allow  me." 

"I  am  <rla(l  you  will  eome.  Hie  play 
is  not  Ion*,'  hut  very  wonderful.  I  think, 
and    I    hoi)e,    I    hoi>e    it    will    n.ake    you 

laugh."  . 

The  sitting-room  door  was  boisterously 

thrown    open    and    Vivien    stood    before 

them,  livid  with  fury  under  her  paint  and 

powder.  .     . 

"You're  here.  I  see.  I  knew  it  in- 
stinetivelv.  Tretty  time  of  night  for  you 
to  have  a  'business'  engagement,  as  you 
told  me  on  your  doorstep.  ^^  Is  this  where 
you  came  to  make  money  r" 

She    sneered,    showing    all    her    latent 
ucrliness:    n  careless  thing  for  any  lady  to 
do  who  poses  as  a   professional   beauty. 
Ginnie   h)oked    at    her   in    unite   wonder. 
In  an   instant  Neil's  whoh>  face  changed. 
This   woman   seemed    to   bring   out    only 
what    was    sordid    and    low    in    him.      It 
was  in  this  mood  that  he  had  hrst  kissed 
her  anrl  ^viih  this  feeling  he  IkhI  marrie.i 
her,   and   now    that   she   had    l)een    some 
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years  his  own 


•luittol,  she  was  s 


till  nearer 


the  earth.      For  this  he  was  as  much  to 


blame    as    she,    wi 
seltish  existenei 
there  was 


ith    1 


us 


idea  Hess    an( 


for  them  hoth.      IVrhaps 

not  much  that  was  tine  to  bring 


ou 


t  in    her,  but   there  are   me 


n 


like  Neil 


titute    their    wives 


who    deliberately    pros.......    

and    who    mentally    and     physieally    d( 


grade  their  women, 
lliis  is  the  swamp 


1  have  to  struggle 


through,"  he  said,  rising  and  shruggmg 


his  shoulders 
Yes,  am 


1  a  hard  struggle  it  will  bt 


retorted  Vivien  sharp'v,  missing  the  point 
as  usual.  "  I  sup^.  you  know  Miss-- 
Miss  Alligator,  that  .  could  sue  Nei  tor 
divorce,  and  name  you  as  co-respondent. 
1  have  been  listening  at  the  keyhole. 

"1  knew  so  little  about  law,"  answered 
(iinnie  sweetlv,  determined  to  calm  this 
massive  animal  before  she  took  Neil  ott. 
-Too  good  to  be  true.  Divorce- 
.lorious-  heaven  "  put  in  Neil,  with 
an  uglv  laugh.  His  wife  shrieked  and 
Hnng  herself  cni  the  lounge,  beating  her 
elenched  hamls  against  it  in  her  rage. 
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"Let  her  alone,"  said  Neil,  as  Ginnie 
was  about  to  kneel  down  beside  her,  in 
the   hopes   of   explaining   matters.     "Let 
her  alone.     She  is  full  of  trieks  and  this 
is  the  way  she  ahs  ays  earries  on  when  she 
wants  jewels  or  furs  or  anything  partieu- 
larly.     She  fooled  me  onee  or  twiee,  but 
never   again.      She   will    get   tired    in    a 
moment."     He  lit  a  eigarette,  put  on  his 
overcoat  leisurely  and  lifted  his  hat  and 
cane.     The  screams  had  stoi)ped;  there 
were  one  or  two  last  feeble  struggles,  and 
Vivien    sat    up    and    stared    about    her, 
evidently  calmer  but   not  looking  digni- 

"  Get  up  and  come  home."  Neil  s})oke 
in  a  voice  of  authority.  She  rose  at  once. 
"Now,  say  good-night  to  Ginnie  and  ask 
her  to  forgive  your  tit  of  unpardonable 
temper."  Ginnie  did  not  wait  for  an 
answer,  but  went  forward  to  her  with  both 
hands  outstretched. 

"I  am  so  sorry  you  were  not  well,  Lady 
Frost,  and  I  hopeVou  will  recover  enough 
to  come  next  week  to  Paris  with  all  our 
mutual    friends." 
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Vivien  clutched  at  the  straw. 

"The  fact  is,  I  am  not  well.     We  have 

been  under  a  great  nervous  strain  and  1 
get  quite  dizzy  and  off  nw  head  at  tunes. 

Thev  shook  hands  amicably.  TSei  bo.  ed 
,,er;  low  to  Ginnie  as  he  stood  back  to 
let  his  wife  pass  first  through  the  door  he 

held  open  for  her. 


CUAl'TKU  XV. 


m 


I'VE  «,'ot  a  tat)le  at  tli<^  far  eiul  of  tlie 
room  wluMT    .vr   can    talk  (luictly, 
ami  I  liav^>  ordered   Imicli       What 
will  you  drink  ?" 

*'NothiTi<r.  thanks.     T  have  slept  hadly 
and  have  a   headache,   hut   I    have  much 
to  sav  to  you.  and   I   want  to  get  it  oV(M-. 
Since   1    leit   America    I    ha^c  ihounht   of 
nothin«i;  i>nt  that   nndertaki.ig-  aliout   the 
West     African     l)eveloj)ment     Company, 
an<l  last  njnhf  I  ini'.de  u|>  my  mind  to  })ay 
you  hack  the  money  I  lost,  and  to  rt>fusc 
{()    carry    out     the    a<,n-eement.      I     knew 
;it  the  time  it  was  dislionest  and  criminal. 
1    don't    i.l  :me  you   or  your  friends   who 
,,i;i(h'    me    Ihe    oiler.     They    have    some- 
Ihiu"-  to  <>ain  and  are  willint;  lo  pay  for  it, 
and  from  their  p«»inl  of  view   it  is  a  plain 
l)iisiiic>s  transaction,  and  had  it   not  hccii 
lor  la-t    niuht    I    \\«Hild   have  stuck   to  my 
promise  and  carri«M|   out    my   side  of  the 
haryain.      As  it  is  1  refuse,  and  \\vvv's  my 
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cheque  for  the  nioney  they  paid  the  brok- 
ors/and  ,nv  aj^n-ee.uent  ^vith  them  for  the 
hahiiu-e.  i  have  raise<l  tlie  nioney  ami 
I  ,„Miuittino- pohties,  ami  we  shall  shortly 

shut  up  the  house  and  go  ahroai  . 

Neil  had  unfolded  his  pocket-book  and 
laid  the  pa])ers  in  front  of  M-  Bernard, 
who  was  busv  With  his  Innch  and  tor 
,,„,.,  i„  his  life  l.etraye.lsi-ns  of  contu    on 

,,,a  anmsenu-nt.  He  really  felt  ashamed 
„,•  lu.uself.  At  his  air,-,  loo.  to  haxe 
,,vcd  such  a  practical  joke,  and  tor  us 
';,ins  to  have  Wall  Street  thrown  m  his 
teeth  lb'  slca.lie.l  himself  xMlh  a  <(lass 
of  wine,  ami  dropi.in-  back  into  his 
business   manner   he  said: 

-So   yon    want    to    break    yonr    agree- 

'"*-!    have   l.rokiMi   it.  and   there  is  your 
,„oney.    and    I    want    u.y    letter    back    m 

retnrn."' 

"  Vou  c-an't  have  it." 

"Why  not  ?■' 

•'  l?(M-ause  I  bnrn<Ml  it.'" 

-U„ni.Ml    it:-      What    do   y.Hi    m(;:n.- 

gasped   Neil. 


I 
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"What  I  say;  allow  me,  Lord  Frost,  to 
introduce  vou  to  the  President,  Secretary, 
Shareholders  and  Office  Boy  of  the  West 
African  Develo})nient  Company."  He 
half  rose  in  his  chair  and  bowed  «rraveiy  to 
Neil  across  the  table.  Neil  jumj.ed  up 
from  his  seat  in  amazement.  He  was 
beside  himself  with  anger. 

"Good  god!"  he  said,  "you  f oo' -d  me, 
played  with  me  and  insulted  i....  made 
me  dishonor  myself  with  a  hoax?"  He 
spoke  so  loud  tiiat  the  waiters  looked  up 
and  people  turned  in  their  chairs  io  look 

at  him. 

"Sit  down,"  said   Bernard,  in  a  tone 
that  solured  him  as  it  had  sobered  numy 
who  had   lost   their  temi)ers  at  oiu^  time 
and    another    in    the   course   of    his   long 
business    career.      "Yes,    1    hoaxed    you, 
and  I  shall  not  apologize.     Sit  down  and 
Irv  and  calm  yourscH'.      I  like  you  better 
for  what  vou  have  said  to-day.  and  1  think 
what   happened   last    niglit    has   ))egun   to 
make  a  man  of  you.      As  to  your  cIumiuc 
I   shall   take   it.  as   it  was   I    who  l)aid  the 
brokers,  and  a.,  to  your  loss,  why,  1  think 
you  deserve  it  and  it  will  do  you  good." 


,-.  j*.'sj?fjfir,^>"t:™'W 
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?i" 


"Well  and  what  were  your  reasons? 
asked  Neil,  sullenly.  He  was  very  angry, 
though  he  was  trying  hard  to  cheek  his 
exeitenient  and  the  shame  which  showed 
in  his  face.  Perhaps  he  felt  the  hnini  la- 
tion  of  the  trick  more  keenly  than  the 
dishonesty  he  had  been  gnilty  ot  and 
although*heguesse.l  it  niight  have  been 

Mine    U.  who  had  prompted  all  this,    u 
still   felt  the   keenest   resentment  tor   the 
„um  who  had  made  a  fool  of  him  as  well 

as  a  knave.  „ 

-Lord  Frost,  we  learn  in  the  course  of 

business  training  in  America  to  say  little 
of  the  motives  ami  reasons  for  our  actions, 
,,„a  I  must  leave  you  to  su|>ply  the  answer 

to  vonr  own  (Hieshon. 

-  But  it  was  none  of  your  business,  my 

•    I  ,x  ;n.     rv-  er     Miss  AUerti, 

acquaintance  \Mtli     tr     ti      • 

,„;i  what  di.l  ycm  know  ol  it  betore  last 

Mr     Sanmel    liemanl    had    n.a<le    an 
excellent  lum-h.      Neil  ha.l  hardly  touched 
his  and  sat  sullenly  rolling  his  bread  and 
smoking  cigarette  after  e.ga.vlle       1  res- 
,.,alv  a  man  walked  over  from  a  tabU«  at 
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the  otlier  side  of  the  room,  and  th(>  Duke 
of  (Iraiitley  sat  down  between  them,  lie 
was  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and  sliook  hands 
cordially  with  Bernard  and  nodded  j)leas- 
antlv  to  Neil,  who  scarcely  looked  up. 

"1    was  very  <il;,d  to  see  yon  across  the 
room,  Mr.  !5(MMiard.  and  even  thon<i!i  w  ■ 
are  to  meet  a<;ain  in  l*aris  so  soon,  I  could 
not  resist  tlietemi>tationof  joininji- you,and 
1  was  thinking  how  nice  it  would  he  if  we 
could  cross  over  too<>tlK     "  »-inorrow  ni<,dit. 
I    have   not   felt   so  cli       .  '1   or  so   li<iht- 
h(>arted   for  years,   and   you   cant     think 
how  !  am  lookin«;-  forward  to  my  little  tiip 
to   Paris,      liy-the-way.   Neil,   it   surely   is 
not  true,  the  rumor  I  heard  this  morning-, 
that  vou  intended  to  leave  the  House  at  the 
end  of  tlu'  session  r      I  told   Renfrew  that 
1  felt  sure  there  could  he  no  truth   in  it." 
""\'(\s.  !  am  ^M)iuL!:  to  uive  it  up.      1  haVf 
lost   rather  heavily  lately  and   I've  -iot   to 
retrench,     as     Ih-rnard     here     knows.      I 
disreo-arded  his  advice  ami  l<>>t  all  1  made 
in     New      ^()|■k.     and      more      besides.      I 
don't     care     >o     much     now — since    last 
nitrlit  I  mean." 
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"  You  don't  mean  it  ?  I'm  sorry,  Neil. 
If  I  eould  be  of  anv  use-  to  tide  you  over 
temporarily,  1  mean  -'•  Ho  had  never 
liked  NeiK^  and  made  no  bones  al)Out  it; 
]>ut  (jrantlev  had  never  heard  of  any  one  s 
.nisl-ortune  without  a  iVeHng  of  symi>atliy 
and  the  desire  to  l.elp.  lb;  was  oivver 
doincr  kimllv  aetions  and  w.tiiont  the  leas 

ostentation:     lb>    was    well    otf    and    had 
inexpensive   tastes,   and   always   toun<l   a 
use  for  what  he  had  to  spare  that  brou^di 
happiness  to  others  whose  share  ot  that 
hlessin-  was  less  than  his  own.    ^ 

Last  night  at  Mrs.  Van  Lbens    dinner 
,,.n,.nVh  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  house 

that  he  was  .tartinj,^  on  a  new  era  o  his 
,ijV  t,,ough  he  eould  not  have  told  the 
,.,..,son  lb'  had  iH)t  reeogmzed  (.iiime, 
tln.n.di  he'ha<l  Ihhm,  half  eonseious  ot  a 
aim  leehn-  onvrolleetion  of  her  person- 

,l„v.  and  when  at  la.t  her  identity  was 
,,v;-aled  he  was  to  some  extent  prepared 
,„,  it  \U  his  thought-  rushe.l  hack 
seventeen  ve;,»  I.,  the  days  when  she  had 

„,,ae   so   nu.eh    nnpnss.on   <>-'    h,m     ami 
,Hnv   that  he  saw  her  a  .voman  he  lelt  her 
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attraction  tenfold,  and  realized  in  an 
instant  that  lie  would  require  to  see  but 
little  of  her  to  fall  in  love  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life;  and  what  was  more,  he 
must  see  her.  He  sat  talking  to  Muriel 
Van  Ehens  after  the  party  had  broken  up. 
He  had  made  no  effort  to  hide  his  admira- 
tion for  Ginnie,  and  listened  patiently  to 
the  good-humored  chaff  of  his  confidante. 

"How  have  the  mighty  fallen!"  she 
had  said  laughingly,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  confess  he  was  perilously  near  it  him- 
self. That  night  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  and  with  quiet  determination  had 
already  set  about  the  carrying  out  of  his 
purpose.  Neil  had  made  no  reply  to 
Grantley's  offer,  but  sat  smoking  sullenly. 
Bernard  answered  for  him. 

"No,  if  he  takes  my  advice  he  will 
strike  out  for  himself  and  profit  by  the 
lesson  he  has  had.  liearn  to  take  your 
losses,  I  sav,  as  I  had  to  take  manv  in  mv 
time. 

"Well.  1  must  go,"  said  (irantley, 
"and  listen  to  a  little  lecture  at  the  Koyal 
Institute,  and  1  am  sure  it  will  be  a  prof- 
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itable  way  of  spending  the  afternoon. 
Good-bye^  Mr.  Bernard,  till  to-morrow 
evening.  I  will  reserve  a  compartment 
on  the  8  o'clock  train." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MME.   R.'S  apartniont  in  Paris  was 
a    haven   of  rest   and  clicer:  the 
atnios])luM-(>  of  a  room  wIumt  one 
only  sees  people  whom  one  really  wants  to 
see,  had  permeated  the  walls  and  fnrni- 
tnre.       Everything    in     it    was    real     no 
imitations  of  ])eriods,   lace  or  tapestries. 
No  bore  had  ever  deseerated  her  sanetn- 
m-y — althongh    she    had    sometimes    en- 
livened the  abode  of  hores!     She  had  a 
sej)arate  room  for  people  in  need  of  lu>r 
— hut  this  room  was  for  those  that  were 
weleomed  with  outstretched  arms.      How 
few     people    understand    the   art  of   wel- 
come!   What  a  j)t)wer  it  is.  that  seems  to 
|»ermeate  some  rooms,  some  clothes  even, 
and    is    sugu'csted    l>y    some    j)erfumes  — 
welcome!      (linnie   could    not    forget    her 
first    wonderful    welcome    here,   and    had 
(frown   to    love    this  apartment  aluiost  as 
much  as  the  ownei . 

Outside    it    was    raw    and    foggy "d)ut 
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the  fire-li<ilit   rndiated    siicli  waniitli    the 
|)Oor   f()<j;    had    no    chance    at    all    in    the 
room    which    allowed    no   l)or(\s.     (iinnie 
re-arran<>?d    the    divan    cushions    two    or 
thn>e  times,  (irantlev  was  tall-he  stooped 
a   little,   conse(|nently   he  would   like  the 
l)i<i'^est   cushion   a    little    further  down — 
or   u}) — she    stood    ponderini;-   and   could 
not    tlecide — her    mind    wandered    from 
the  cushions,      (irantley   was  comino;  ;ill 
the  way  to  Paris  to  s(v  In-r  j)reseul   her 
father's    ])lay — drantley    had    befriended 
her    in    Eiioland,    after    her    tli<,dit    years 
;!0()    "(irantley    so    full    of    sym])athy,    so 
unsj)oilcd   and   simj)le     so  serious   in   his 
sense    of    <luty    and    ohlij^ations    to    his 
fello\,-(reatuv(\s.      How     f(>w     men     were 
like  him!     A  sort  of    id<al   of   aristocracy 
he  w;is  to  \\cv.      DiiVercnt   from  the  aris- 
tocracy she  h;'<l  known   more  iniimatx*ly. 
Was  sh(>  in  love  with  him  in  the  rij)cness 
of  her  womanhood,  with  the  full  a|)])re- 
ciation  that  an  (>arly  sorrow  gives  a  uolAv 
nature  ■      She  shook    the    thought     from 
her   with   a    t()>s   of   lu-r  head,   and   auain 
ln'tr;,!!     to     iix     ilie     cushions-  poiuiding 
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them  into  a  (•oinfortahle  aii<>;le  for  her 
visitor — who  was  five  iiiiuutes  hite.  How 
can  men  he  so  unpunetiial!  she  thoiioht. 
Paris  has  so  many  attraetions  for  Eiig- 
lislinieii,  iiowever.    This  was  her  hour  for 

rest five  o'elock.    She  had  no  l)iisiuess  to 

say  lie  could  come  -that  she  was  willing 
to  acknowledge  to  herself.  The  rest  of 
the  party  she  was  not  to  see  until  after 
the  play,  at  (Irantley's  sup})er. 

She   heard    him    announced,   and    liehl 
both  hands  out  toward  him. 

"How  deliciously  un-British!"  He 
laughed,  holding  hers  for  a  second  in 
his,  then,  '"I  suppose  you  know  the 
house  has  been  sold  out  since  early  this 
morning  ?  Boxes  are  filled  with  royalties." 
She  shrugged  her  shoulders  and  said: 
"I  am  so  glad  to  see  you." 

He  flushed  with  })leasure  and  uncon- 
sciously flung  himself  into  the  delicious 
mass  of  cushions  she  had  so  carefully  ])re- 
pared  for  him.  (iinnie  took  a  low  chair 
near  him.  She  was  very  ])ale  and  nervous. 
Wildly  ambitious  for  the  success  of  her 
father's  p!av,  her  own  phenomenal  success 
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gjive  lior  little  thou^Hit.  She  liatl  won  what 
slu'  hatl  worked  for,  and  the  olorv  of  it 
all  had  been  laid  oratefully  at  Mnic. 
R.'s  fe(>t,  hnt  to-ninjht  it  was  different — 
to-night  Allerti  must  he  made  famous. 

The  Duke  looked  ahout  him  admir- 
ingly. "What  a  little  paradise  this  is, 
even  nicer  than  I  expected!  What  a 
wonderful  thing  genius  is,  it  permeates 
a  woman's  v()ic(\  dress,  friends,  furni- 
ture—even th(>  sofa  cushions!  I  am 
distinctly  hapj)y  distinctly  happy,"  he 
repeated. 

(iinnie  stretched  out  Ikm-  supj)le  figure, 
resting  a  velvet  slipper  on  the  fender 
without  answc^rinir. 

"Do you  wonderwhy  Icame  to  I*aris.-" 
He  did  not  look  toward  her  with  his 
(juestion. 

"Why,  to  see  me,  of  course,"  she  an- 
swered simply,  in  that  strangely  spiritual 
voice  that  always  seemed  to  take  him 
straight  away  from  the  everyday  world. 
It  was  not  an  answer  he  expected, 
hut  a  (]U(\stion,  so  he  onlv  imuMiuired 
"Exactly." 
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T\w\  did  not  spoak  for  soinr  iiiimitrs, 
llu'ii    slu>    turned    slowly    and    looked    at 
him.     Tlu'   tirc-li«rlit    fi-ll   strai.uhl   across 
him-  l»ut    his    face    was    shaded    \)\    one 
hand.      With   the  other   he   toyed   with   a 
iTold  locket  on  his  watch-chain      lovingly. 
Il    nnist   enclose  somethin<>-  d<^ar  to  hini. 
The   iirst    pan^-  of    jealousy   was   horn    in 
her.   then    her   hoi    imagination    ran    riot. 
He  had  j)rol)al)ly  coni(>  to  see  her  to  ask 
her  to  Ik-  a   sister  to  him.      lie  was   jusl 
the  sort  of  man  wh(»  would  worship  and 
idealize    her     and    <iive    his    hum:       ^ove 
to  some  other.      She  tried  to  fool  liersi 
into     thinking    she     did     not     care     hut 
(xinnie    >'-ts    one    of    those    rare    women, 
who    was    honest    with    herself,    and    *'or 
an  instant  she  was  hlind  with  i)ain.     She 
could   not   hear   it    if  he  were   to  ask   her 
to  l)e  kind   to  another  woman   whom   he 
Iov(m1    hetler   than    anyone   in    the   world, 
(iinnie    was    vi-ry    human,    she    did    not 
wish  to  be  worship[)ed.     'IMiis  sh(>  lonued 
to  shew  him.      How  could  she  tell  him  r 
With  a  suddiMi  ca])rice  she  i)ushed   hack 
her  chair  and   jumped    uj)   before  him — 
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close  to  the  vnrni  glow,  with  both  arms 
outstrctcluMJ  like  a  restless  irrev-hird 
with  pinions  sj)rea(l  to  fly.  'JMie  grev 
trans])areiit  toMs  of  her  tea-gown  shiv- 
ered and  elung  closer,  from  the  sndth'n 
movement. 

(irantley  looked  bewildered  fidl  of 
emotion,  he  coidd  not  speak.  "  I  don't 
want  yon  to  woi-shij)  iU(\*'  she  faltertd, 
moving  a  trifle  closer  to  him  and  enjoy- 
ing the  look  of  |)ain  that  spread  over 
his  serions  face. 

"  AVhy  do  yon  look  so  glnm  .-  It  bores 
me.  Mine  is  a  light  natnre;  1  like  to 
dance  and  be  gay — and  not  go  too 
deej)ly  into  things.  Yon  are,  I  fear, 
sentimental." 

Her  ey{\s  rested  on  the  gold  locket. 
The  Dnke  pnt  his  hand  over  his  eyes, 
as  if  to  hide  them  from  her — and  her 
from  tlicm.  His  deep  love  for  her  had 
grown  slowly,  withont  faltering,',  fcr  fif- 
teen years.  He  had  come  to  Paris  de- 
termined to  make  her  his  wife.  Sud 
dcnly  he  felt  as  if  he  did  not  know  her 
any  more.     He  col  Id  not  have  believed 
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womankind!     Slic 
upon      liiin.     her 


Ginnie  cajiahlc  of  so  paltrv  a  IVclino;  as 

iealousv,    or    anv    sinallness    ol'    nature 

How    little    he    knew 

smiled     arehly     dowi 

eyes    and    li))s    like    aeeomj)liees    j)layin<r 

into    each    otlier's  |>o\V(>r    and    worrying- 

him  as  he  had  never  been  worriecl  hei'ore. 

"You  seem  restlei-.s,"  he  said  with  an 
effort.  She  lauohod  softly.  "1  am 
bursting  with  mi>(hief,  happiness,  theglo- 
ries  of  life,  and  joy  at  your  presene(>." 

"Mv  presence!"  lie  ros(>  to  a  sitting 
po.sture.  '' M\  presence,  iiow  nice  of 
you! 

(iinnie's  face  suddenly  grew  xiious. 
"  Would  you  like  me  to  do  a  dance  for  you 
that  I  do  lo-night.  The  fever  is  in  my 
bone.s—  I  must  dance.  1  su|»pose  you 
never  fell  ike  that."  SIk  felt  sorry  for 
him  when  he  shook  his  li  -ad,  and  went  on 
in  '•  earessiuir  voicj-:  "\\(>11,  1  feci  like 
that  souK'timcs  hnngiy  foi'  m(»!ion 
as  for  beaut)  of  form  and  color  an<l 
soul." 

"1  have  felt  hungry  for  beauty  of 
soul — and  been  satisfied." 
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II(M'    eves    closcf',    and     ho    saw    the 

tran.spaiviit  hMs  (juiver.  "Tlieii  you 
must  love  th(>  otlier — I'orni  ;iiul  color — 
perhaps  1  can  teach  you,'"  slic  ndded  iti 
;i  voice  so  low  he  could  liardiy  luMr. 

'' l\'rliaps."  he  I'epealed,  coverint;  his 
face  with   his  li;iiids. 

She  watched  liiui  .>ilcutly  until  he 
looked  uj)  at  her  afjaiu  with  his  trou!)led 
gaze.  "  I  w  ill  dance  tor  you — my  dance 
of  twili^dit— the  lirc-liuht  will  have  to 
do,  and  you  nnist  i?Ma;i:inc  th'  harps 
playintr  the  accompaniment,  nothing  else, 
it  is  supj)ose(l  to  he  the  chasing  ol'  the 
shachtw.s,  one  alter  another  at  dusk, 
until  the  last,  losi  in  the  world's  dark- 
ness, is  cauglit  in  the  cnd)racc  of  the 
moon,  as  the  curtain  drops.  If  you 
have  the  iiiiagination — you  will  iike  it, 
I  hope.      I  lave  you  r"" 

"  I  am  sure  I  don  t  know .  I  am 
rattier  hew  ildercd ;  I  dont  think  I  feel 
very  well,  hnl  i  love  to  .sec  you  move." 
lie  sank  hack  a'jain  anions'  the  t  nsh- 
ions,    his   e>es   hxed    on    (iinnie,   as   she 
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'I'lu'  luiissrs  of  urc}'  chillon  imd  tulle 
whicli  s\\;illi('(l  luT  vox  with  Uvv  ^r;:cc- 
fiil.  li;ilf-l);ir(Ml  iiriii.-.  slim  jiiid  round, 
and  iVll  tn"iul>lin<;'  iiiul  sluvcrinu-  in  tluir 
own  soft  sli.idows.  She  croucht'd  to 
tile  <Tound.  tluMi  rose  like  ;i  iced.  s\\;i\- 
ing  in  pcriVet  harmony  with  eaeh  niem- 
her  of  Inr  graceful  Itody,  her  sIk  11-like 
palms  stretehed  nj»\\ards  toward  him. 
'Hie  dan(c  was  slow  jind  wcii'd.  She 
saiiii'  Inr  (»w  ii  nnisie  soflly.  ^lidin^'  ahoul 
the  room  and  oniduallv  drawing'  <-loser 
and  closer  to  her  coniijanioii.  until  at 
last,  seized  with  an  impulse  s!i(>  (ould 
not  resist,  she  threw  herself  ^nd(^'Idy 
from  the  waist  backward,  her  aims 
folded  across  her  breast.  an<l  ki.s^»  d  !iim 
on  th.  foi-ehead.  It  was  only  for  a  sec- 
ond, lie  tried  to  catch  h«'r  in  hi>  anus 
hut    ^ln'   slipped    l)(\ond    hi'^    rrjicli.   and. 

as     lhe\      both     looked     up.     there     in     tlu' 

doorway  stooil   .Neil. 

"I    kno'ked    but     \oti    did    iii»t     In  ar- 
I     fear     1     ant     not     v\aiiled."      lie     was 
slnxked     and     jealous    at     what     he     had 
seen,  aiai   hi^  !<>ii<-  betra\ed   him. 
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"Conio  in;  do."  'l\\v  Duke  r().s«\ 
"\()U  must  j.Moiuisc  not  io  tell  what  \()U 
have  seen,  (an  xon  kcrp  a  secret, 
Neil?" 

"Von  mean,  not  to  tdl  that  I  saw 
(rinnie  kiss  yon?"  XeiTs  V'<iee  was 
hn\'(\.  ahnost  .sneerin»j.  The  other  lonired 
to  kick  him  onf.  I>nl  seein^r  (iinnie  stand- 
in<i'  thrif  !i('l|)h'ss  and  dnmL,  her  ap- 
peahiiij;-  eyes  tni'iied  towards  Inni  as 
nnn-!i  as  to  say:  "What  must  yon  hoth 
thiid<  ol"  iiK*  r  \  on  will  understand,  hut 
he   wont."    he    UKM'eU    said: 

"Don't  n'lvc  n>.  .  \\a\  •"liil  I  tell  von. 
l'('rha|)s  lo-ni^ht  at  the  si,,  pci"  we  will 
announce  oni-  en^-a^'cnicnt.  and  pci'haps 
iH)t  until  later:  wlnncve  ( i untie  choo.ses, 
hut  I  helonn'  t»»  her  alisonitelv.  and  mean 
on<'  day  to  make  Imi-  mv  wit'c" 

(iinni<'"s  pale  lace  turned  crimson  and 
she  (h'opped  her  eyes.  Neil  iaUK-  across 
to   her. 

"(ousin  (linnie.  I  ItelieNc  he  is  wor- 
thy of  you."  Me  raised  the  tips  of  her 
finders  to  his  lips.  **.\n  for  Ihrtie.  he 
is  the  luckiest    man   in   the  world"       The 
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stru<rirlo  for  ins  bt'tter  soil'  liad  con- 
quered. 

Madame  R.  came  in  and  nearly  IVli 
in   tlie  dark. 

"What  horrors  are  you  all  conmiit- 
tiiiii'  lliat  makes  vou  afraid  of  a  little 
liuht  r      Fie.  lie,  it   is  hiiih  time  I  came." 

She  turned  on  a  sw  ileh  near  the  door, 
and  all    stood    l»linkin<jj    in     the  sudden 


glare. 


"Go  to  l)cd,  (linnie,  at  once,  and 
lak;-  forty  winks.  Vou  will  look  a  fri<i;hl 
to-niL,lil.  Duke,  ^o  home.  1  tell  you, 
and.  Loid  I'l'ost.  what  on  earth  did  you 
come  for  a!  all:  (iiiinie  should  not  open 
her  mouth  i»efoi"e  m«i;ht." 

TIk  old  actress  was  entirely  dressed 
for  the  thcalr*-.  Neil  stanimen>d  an 
excuse  and  in  a  few  momerfs  he  and 
Madame  |{.  were  >ide  hy  side  on  the 
sofa,  lalkinu  uilh  animation,  and  din- 
nie  and  liertic  were  left  to  look  into  each 
other's  eves  umiotlced.  Ilcr  hrst  feel- 
ing of  gratitude  had  given  ]>laee  to  a 
keen  resentment  of  his  etfrojitery.  His 
face    wore    a    look    >he    had    not    seen    l»e- 
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foiv.  Tlu'  j;r.v  was  sd  and  his  direct 
grey  eyes  had  lost  their  wounded  look 
and  had  grown  hard  and  determined. 
He  was  tired  of  heing  ))hiyed  with. 

"How  dared  yon  r"  she  said  hali"  .dond. 

"What  else  eould  1  do  to  save  you 
from  vour  own  hit  of  deviltry  r" 

"Oil,  it  was  done  to  save  nicl"  He 
felt  distinctly  elated  at  her  tone  of  pique. 

"  I'rav  don't  misunderstand  niv  ohli- 
gations  as  a  gentleman."  He  i^owed 
verv  low.  She  tii(-d  to  >inile  mockinuiv, 
l)ut  all  her  ai't  of  acting  seemed  sud- 
denly to  have  died  away.  He  drew 
still  closer  to  her,  and,  in  an  undertone, 
said: 

"If  you  ever  feel  you  would  lik(>  to 
leave  the  stage  and  'ake  a  (|uiet,  resjx'ct- 
ahle  hushand  and  l»ury  yourself  in  the 
country  and  change  your  moods  and 
tenijxM-,  I  may  consider  the  suggestion 
on    \()ur   |)art  — aiid    inarrN    vou." 

(iinnie  ga.sped. 

"How  horrihly  dull!  1  couldn't  -I 
wouldn't;  not  uidess  I  make  tiie  most 
awful  failure  of  this  play  to-night.     No- 
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l)()(lv  liviiiij:  could  iiuhicc  uiv  to  leave 
the  staire.  \ On  arc  so  insolent  that  I 
t'oriiive     you     oulv     l»ccaus(\     because      I 

)(>lie 

Slu 


honestly    helieve    vou    arc    trying-    to    he 


gave 


hini     a 


side-long 


luniiy. 
glance. 

"Heaven  forbid  heaven  forbid  that 
I  should  be  accused  of  having  humor. 
lln>  most  tiresome  of  all  (jualitics.  I 
look  on  laughter  merely  as  exercise, 
liut  one  thing  makes  me  able  to  forgive 
v(»u,  (iinnie  no,  to  be  honest,  two 
tllinL^s.  First,  vou  arc  nervous  and  tired. 
Second,  you  are  jealous  of  the  locket  1 
carry  on  my  chain,  and  third,  i  forgot; 
three  thiuirs  mak(>  me  forgive  vou;  Third, 
I   love  you." 

\\r   did    not    sloj)    t<-   say   good-l)ye   to 
Ma. lame  U. 


riT AFTER  XVII. 


WIIEX  the  piiiy  \v;is  done,  Giimic 
IVlt  s!ic  had  reat'lied  tlic  zenith  of 
lier  career.  Slie  was  calletl  l>e- 
fore  th(>  curtain  many  times — cheered 
whistled  at,  and  AUerti's  name  was  on 
everyone's  hps.  Slie  was  indeed  famous 
now.  She  cried  tears  of  gratitude  at 
lier  last  curtain  call,  as  the  stalls  be^an 
to  empty,  and  in  a  broken  voic(>  thanketi 
her  public  for  their  sympathy  and  ap- 
preciation. 

The  t^uests  had  all  assend)led  in  the 
private  room  (irantlcv  had  eniratred  be- 
fore  (linnie  arrived.  She  looked  verv 
worn  and  nervous,  ai'.d  could  hardlv 
coT>'  ol  her  tears,  touched  as  slu>  was 
by  hei'  friends  croudinn;  about  her.  and 
n^joicin;.!;  with  her  in  her  success,  (irant- 
ley  was  iii  orral  spirits.  Xeil  had  broken 
his  reverie  in  the  aflernoon  and  in  its 
breakiiin-.  with  a  su<lden  joy  and  menial 
intuition,   he   I'ell    (dnnie's   mood   had  all 
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l>ceii  caust'd  l)y  jealousy  ot"  tho  locket. 
It  amused  him.  He  felt  a  pleasure  ii. 
feeliu"!;  tluit  he  uow  had  the  upj)er  hand 
— if  he  was  tactful. 

(linnie  sat  on  his  riuhl.  very  still. 
Mrs.  Bernard  on  his  l(«fL  The  izgancs 
[)laved  sometimes  as  if  possessed  of 
forty  devils:  and  sometimes  as  if  It^d  by 
the  an^^els.  The  leader  kej)t  his  wilrj 
black  eves  fixed  on  the  uuest  of  the 
evenina'.  for  slu\  evidentlv.  was  enjovinu- 
the  JUiisie  moi'e  than  any  of  them. 

(irantley  said:  "Don't  bother  to  talk 
to  me.  Vou  are  so  tired,  you  mi^'ht  say 
something  you  would  re<i;ret  later."  Shr 
turned  surprised  eyes  on  him.  "And 
you  .' 

"I  am  not  moody;  miiu>  is  cold- 
blooded disau"reeal)leness." 

"Your  inference  i>^  not  calculated  to 
turn  ni\  h<'ad."'  sh(>  answcicd  wearily, 
lon<dn<>'  to  tell  him  she  was  sorrv  she  had 
been  lioirid  and  to  conf(>ss  hei'  jealousy. 
lie  seemed  like  a  stl'on^',  beautiful  rock 
beside  her.  on  winch  the  lash  of  life  and 
storms    made     but    lusigniiicaiit    marks. 
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'r!i«>  afternoon  and  cveninn;  li.id  ,],s(>(l 
U[)  all  licr  vitality,  and  iiotliiii<r  was  left 
in  licr  hnt  the  iinniortai  s})irit-  the  in- 
tanoil)|(>— wliicli  alone  holds  one,  liou- 
evcr  little  he  or  she  may  know  it.  He 
seemed  wry  near  to  her  in  her  present 
mood. 

lie  he^nn  in  his  stron^r,  ovntle  voiee: 
"I  want  to  tell  you  ahout  that  loeket 
whieh  J  think  you  admired  tliis  after- 
noon." 

"Do.  It  would  interest  me  enor- 
mously." 

"This   year   at    Lei,diorn    my    eah    ran 
over  a   j)Oor  Italian  wretch.      It   did   not 
hurt   him   badly,   hut   I    took   him   to   ids 
lod<rin(rs    and    went    to    see    liim    two    or 
three  tinuvs   until   he   was   well.      We  got 
to  he  ratlu-r  friendly     and   he  asked   me 
to    buy    this   loeket    which   contained    the 
})icture  of  his  dead   wife.      He  wanted  to 
s<'II  it,  to  obtain  money  to  go  to  Am<M-ica 
to   find   his  daughter-.      Mv  was  suffering 
from    some   ineurahle    malady,   and    was 
extremely   anxious    to   -^e(>    her    before   lie 
died." 
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(iiiuiic  was  all  (M<>;orness.  Slu^  leaned 
C'loseK  to  liiiii  with  j)arte(l  lij)s,  impatient 
for  the  rest  of  the  iiaiTativi>. 

*'  Well,  o'o  on.      ( io  on  I ""  site  eritMl. 

"It  seems  his  (laughter  was  an  actress 
antl    of    conrse    he    thon<i;ht     her    <;reat. 
Anv  father  would.      He  had  heiMi  workin^' 
for  vears  on  some  }>lay  to    </]\v    her.  hnt 
he  told   me  very  ''♦tK>  aliont   it.      He  had 
sold   nearly  ev(>ryiinnii'  he  had   ever  pos- 
sess(>d.  and  this  tiold  locket  was  the  only 
thiuii'  of  value  he  had   left   in   the  world. 
I  was  struck  with  the  jx'culiar  heauty  of 
the    face    and    the    w orkman.shij)    of    the 
locket,  and  Ijouoht  it  for  a  sum  that  seemed 
a    small  fortune  to  him.      There  is  moi'e 
conraii'*'  altout    the   face  than  anv  picture 
1    have    ever   seen,    and    somehow     it     re- 
minds   me  of  you."      He    turned    just     in 
time  to  catch   (iinnie  in   his   arms  as  she 
fainted. 

The  w  indow  s  wcri^  all  thrown  oi»en.  and 
in  an  instant  almost  she  opiMU'd  luM- eyes. 
The  l)u//,  of  voices  had  subsided  moment- 
ai'ilv.  ttnly  to  rise  ati;ain  moi'e  loiidly.  ami 
the   Izt/diic.'^    |>'ayed    on   their   w  dd    nui>ic 
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tli;it  now  made  (iiiinic's  !>'■   in  feci  as    if 
llatiio  wciT  I('a|)itin'  iij)  info  ,i. 

"  Let  iiic  svrl  \a'[  nic  m'v\  (  oiild  it 
l)c  j)()ssil»!(' .-■"  She  stn'tclu'd  lici-  sliakiiiir 
hand  lowai-il  liini  and  took  from  liim  the 
golden  locket.  She  oj)ened  it  with  ticnd)- 
\\i\'^  (infers  and  saw  the  pietnre  of  her 
mother  as  a  o'irl,  the  oidy  one  of  her  she 
had  ever  se(>ii.  The  tears  hhiKh'd  her 
eves. 

"It's  my  mother."'  she  imirnmred  witli- 
out  lookino'  u|)  from  the  picture.  "  mv 
|)recious  niotherl  And  so  it  is  owinii'  to 
you  that  my  fallier  v.wwc  to  America  and 
saw  me  hefore  he  died,  and  owini--  to 
you  that  hi.s  phiy  was  |)roduced  to- 
night. 

S}u>  was  again  forgetting  the  eompanv 
and  he  feU  it  was  inciimlx  lit  Ujiou  him  to 
s|)(\ik  h'ghtly. 

*' I  feel  !nys(>lf  rathe)-  a  hero  — (|uite 
tancy   myself  an   imj)orfant    man." 

"Did  you  know  what  a  genius  \iv  was 
when  you  helped  him  .-*' 

"\o:  neither  did  I  susj)ect  fliat  his 
daughter  was  a  gemus.  and   1   think  after 
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a  play  lias  had  the  siu-ct-ss  this  has  had, 
you  had  bettor  leave  the  sta^e." 

"Leave  the  stage?  What  do  you 
mean  ?" 

"Yes,  leave  the  stage.  Finish  your 
week  and  cover  yourself  with  glory,  and 
I  advise  you  to  make  a  little  speech  to- 
ni'dit  announcing  vour  intentions." 

"What  intentions,  pray.-" 


"Of 


niarrvnig  me. 


"But  you  know  absolutely  nothing 
about  me." 

"Nothing  about  you!  With  Lady 
Frost  in  England!  I  know  you  well 
enough  to  be  jn-oud  and  honored  to  have 
you  for  a  wife;  and  if  you  do  not  love  nie 
now,  perhaps  in  time  you  would  learn  to. 
Ginnie,  you  nnist.  in  the  jiresenee  of  all 
these  {)eople  to-night.  ])roinise  to  be  my 
wife.  It  is  our  destiny,  I  am  sure.  I 
have  never  before  longed  to  have  my  home 
sanctified  by  a  wife  and  children,  and  you, 
a  poor  little  waif,  longing  for  all  a  woman's 
natural  cares  and  duties,  through  the  force 
of  circumstances  were  obliged  to  put 
your    feelings    into    portraying    those   of 
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otlior.s.  You  loved  Neil  as  a  eliild,  and  it 
did  you  <rood,and  has  done  hiui  o;ood.  IJut 
Neil  would  never  have  made  you  hai)j)y. 
Whatever  von  niav  miss  in  sentiment 
towards  me  will  perhaps  he  made  nj>  for 
by  your  eouhdenee  in  my  sincerity  and 
steadfastness  of  j)urpose.  I  will  not  be 
known  as  the  husband  of  a  elever  aetress, 
so  you  must  oive  uj)  your  career  and  ])ut 
all  that  warmth  and  tenderness  that  now 
stirs  your  audience  across  the  footliii'hts 
into  my  life.  Ginnie,  I  am  not  i^ood  at 
flowery  speeches,  but  1  know  yon  care  for 
me,  deej)  down  in  your  turbulent  little 
heart,  and  you  feel  the  peace  and  rest  of 
a  eom])anion  who  a  on  know  will  be 
trne  lo  von  in  sickness  anc!  heaith,  in  joy 
and  sorrow,  and  who,  like  yon.  has  as  the 
guidino-  j)rinci})le  of  his  life  a  desire  to 
make  his  fellow-creatures  happy." 

Hamilton  L'itzniauriee  YO>r  and  rapj)ed 
on  the  table. 

"Allow  me  to  proj)ose  the  health  and 
haj)piness  of  Sio-norina  Ciinna,  alias  Al- 
lerti."  All  touched  glasses,  which  clinked 
and  littered  around  the  table. 
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"Allow  inc."'  said  Neil  risiii<i'.,  "to 
(ii'ink  to  the  licaltl".  and  lia|)j)int'.s.s  of  onr 
kind  host."  Auain  the  <;lassc>  clinked 
cheerily. 

The  hand  in  the  nu  antiiiK^  was  reeu])er- 
atinii  with  chanipa^iie  and  not  wastin*^' 
any  time  clinking'  glasses.  Madame  H. 
now  i()>»'  in  oreat  sj)irits. 

"And  allow  me.  ^ood  peojile,  while  all 
of  Us  are  still  soher,  to  drink  to  th(>  health 
oi'  ouidear  American  friends  hei'c  t(»-ni<iht, 
Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  Sannu-l  BiM-nard.  to  tiieir 
ho>])ihd)le  country  and  to  their  u'olden 
hearts  that   1    at   in  the  rii^hl  place." 

"Aye,  aye,""  rcsj)onded  Neil,  raisin*^; 
his  <dass  hi(;h  ahovc  the  others. 

"Ilei'cs  to  m\  own  uolden  hearL" 
rej)lied  Ml".  Hernard,  smacking-  his  lips, 
"and  here's  to  the  hcsl  half  of  it."'  with 
an  alfcctionate  i>lanee  across  the  taltle  at 
his  wife,  "an«l  just  for  the  sake  of  ^ood 
luck  let  us  drink  t»»  the  health  of  the  w  hole 
iralherini'".  thai  some  of  us  nia\  know 
each  oilier  heller,  hut  none  loo  well;  that 
all  of  Us  ma\  ^(»m<tinies  uieel  ai^aiu  hut 
not     loo    often,   and     linallx     we   all     heg 
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the  little  ladv  who  lias  made  us  lauixli  so 
heartily  to-nioht,  to  say  a  few  words  of 
fa!-e\ve!l  hefore  the  party  breaks  up.  In 
other  words  I  call  for  a  speech  from 
Sjfijnoriiia  ( liuna." 

He  sat  down  amid  uuich  a|)plause  and 
cries  of -Hear!      Hear!" 

"Do.  Do,"  claiiiored  everyone.  The 
Duke  fixed  his  eyes  on  (iinnie.  Neil,  pale 
and  (]uiet,  watched  her  neivously.  Did 
she  love  this  man.  at  thirty-five,  as  she 
had  loved  him  nearlv  ci<>hteen  vears  ai^or 
Ah,  said  he  to  himselt.  a  woman  with 
such  a  natui-e  only  loves  onc(\  Once  the 
^/lU  was  mine  and  I  lost  it  1I<  has 
j)lu  ked  the  jewels  from  the  hall.  He 
leaned  hack  in  his  chaii'  and  watched  her 
with   haif-closed  eyes. 

"S|)cak  to  them,  (iinnie,"  whispered 
(irantl(>y.  "My  fate  nnist  he  sealed. 
'I'ell  them  that  this  is  youi'  last  week  in 
puhlic.  I  sh.ill  iie\cr  ask  \ou  ajjaui  to 
marry  me  or  distui'lt  the  peace  of  oui' 
lri«'ndshij).  il  yon  pit  frr  your  own  career 
to  mine." 

She   (  la.N])cd    llic    little   portrait    of    lici' 
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mother  in  lur  treiiiltiing  hands.  Before 
her  eves  tliere  arose  a  vision — a  vision  of 
the  tlead  so  far  aj)art;  the  one  in  lier 
lonely  o;rave  nn<ler  the  shadow  of  the 
mountain,  in  her  beloved  Italy,  almost 
forgotten;  and  the  other  proud  and  tri- 
umnhant,  immortalized  bv  her  toil  and 
suiferin":.  She  brushed  the  tears  hur- 
riedly  from  her  eyes,  and  rising,  glanced 
about  her  with  her  most  bewitching 
smile  and  began : 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen 


THE    END. 
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